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ABSTRACT

To promote ecological progress in China isbased not only on the
in—depth analysis of the national circumstances: the pressure of the
population, resources and the environment; the deterioration of
ecological environment worsening regional poverty and mass incidents
concerning ecological environment affecting social harmony and
stability, and on the comprehensive consideration of the world
situations ; intensified global ecological crisis affecting the interests of
every country on the planet; international environmental injustice and
the need to build a good national image. It’ s of great theoretical and
practical meaning to explore the problem. Theoretical significance lies
in: helping deepen the research of ecological thoughts of classical
writers of Marxism and the entirety of Marxism; helping deepen the
theory of ecological progress and improve the theoretical system of
socialism with Chinese characteristics and helping develop related
humanities and social sciences. Practical importance includes: helping
provide a new starting point to the further implement of the Scientific
Outlook on Development; contributing to the construction of a good
international image as well as a harmonious society; enhancing the
party”s ruling legitimacy; helping shape a good international image

and provide important guarantee for our country to participate in the
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international division of labor cooperation, enhance the comprehensive
national strength and to realize China’s dream and helping promote
people’s free and comprehensive development and providing it with the
essential material conditions and the important guarantees.

The advancement of ecological progress has a broad sense and a
narrow sense. In the broad sense, ecological progress, a new form of
civilization following the primitive civilization, agricultural civilization
and industrial civilization, is the inheritance and transcendence of
industrial civilization. In the narrow sense, it refers to human practice
of achieving material and spiritual achievements under the principle of
harmonious development of man, nature and society, in the pursuit of
the harmonious relationships between human and nature, among
people, and between human and the society. There are general and
particular requirements for making ecological progress. The general
requirements are embodied in the exploration of and quest for the
inner structure systems of ecological material civilization, ecological
policy civilization, and ecological consciousness civilization. One
principle in the sense of commonality requirement cannot realize the
idea of ecological civilization construction. Only individual countries
should work together, mutual respect and explore propulsion for its
own particular mode of ecological civilization construction will produce
fundamental effect, which is the character requirement of ecological
civilization construction.

In the process of making ecological progress in China, we must
be guided by the Marxist ecological thoughts, and at the same time
absorb the ecological ideas in Chinese traditional culture and western
culture. The core of Marx and Engels ecological thoughts is mainly

reflected in following three aspects; man and nature are united; the
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realization of the unity of man and nature is the social practice and
ideal system to ensure the harmony is the communism. There are
ecological ideas in Lenin and Stalin thought. Although Marxist
classical writers didn’t involve the words " ecological civilization" in
their ecological thought, there exists the essence of ecological progress
in the ideas of pursuing the harmony between man and nature, among
people and the ultimate goal of promoting people’s all-round and free
development. The ecological thought of Marxist classical writers goes
beyond geographical boundaries and provides analyzing clues for the
understanding and solving ecological problems, which is of world
significance. The ecological ideas in China traditional culture are
embodied in the “the unity of man and nature”. At present, our
traditional culture is undergoing the unprecedented impact and
challenges, and there is every need for the modern transformation and
development of ecological thoughts. In addition, the western theories
are inevitably faced with restrictions from theories with features in
terms of nationality, territory, time and class. We must hold to
rational view and keep their essence and discard their dross.

The country’s successive core leaderships inherit and develop the
ecological thoughts of Marxist classical writers. The attitudes of
collective leadership with comrade Mao Zedong as the core of the party
towards environmental problems experienced two stages; in the
previous stage, environmental issues were marginalized and even
ignored and in the second stage, they began to be paid more attention
to, which can be considered as awakening period of making ecological
civilization progress in our country. The greatest contribution made by
collective leadership with comrade Deng Xiaoping as the core of the

party is to list environmental protection as a basic national policy, and
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to make the environmental protection law of the People’s Republic of
China, which can be considered as the foundation for ecological
progress. The party central committee with comrade Jiang Zemin as the
core in the third generation of collective leadership reinforces the
concept of sustainable development as a national strategy, which is
developing period of ecological progress. Then, with comrade Hu
Jintao as general secretary of the CPC central committee, the concepts
of scientific development and ecological civilization are advanced,
which is the forming stage of ecological progress in China. Xi Jinping
period is the further development of the ecological -civilization
construction and perfecting stage. This is an ongoing process, which
fully demonstrates the innovation of the Party “s road, theories and
policies. The exploration of the five generations of the core leaderships
reflects the following in common: the homogeny of the theories, the
humanism of the value orientation and the openness of the theories.
And these achievements are not isolated, but progressive and richer
with the proposal of Scientific Outlook on Development and the theory
of ecological civilization as the most profound achievements in the
adaption of Marxism to Chinese conditions. The exploration and
practice also develops the layout of the construction of socialism with
Chinese characteristics and improves socialist system. However,
constrained by historical task of modernization of our country as a
developing country and the historical limitations of the flood of
“developmentalism” , there is a big gap between the effects of making
ecological progress and the target, which should be improved on the
basis of inheriting outstanding achievements in the adaption of
Marxism to Chinese conditions and realizing the practical problems.

There are mainlyeight factors restricting the advancement of
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ecological progress in China. First, the traditional patterns of
economic development have not yet fundamentally changed. Second,
the administrative management system is not sound. Third, laws and
regulations for environment protection should be further perfected.
Forth, economic policy guidance system is not mature. Fifth, green
technology as a supporting system needs to be further strengthened.
Sixth, the structure of land and space is unreasonable and the space
utilization rate is low. Seventh, the development of ecological
consciousness is not balanced. And eighth, there is some resistance
against the international cooperation mechanism of promoting
ecological progress.

To advance ecological progress is the consensus reached by both
developed and developing countries in the world. Especially in the
post financial crisis era, countries have launched a “green New Deal”
to carry on the national level of strategic planning and support systems
building. Green competition has become the new stage for international
competition, and represents the future direction of human civilization,
and has objectively greatly accelerated the pace of promoting
ecological progress. Experience from developed countries in Europe,
America and East Asia as well as the BRIC countries will provide us
with reference and enlightenment to promoting ecological progress. A
solid and strong top design and effective law and public policy system,
strengthen the guide of bottom —up power, and actively carry out
international ecological cooperation actively are the common
requirements. in the course of the construction of ecological civilization
, we must study and draw lessons actively. For our country, special
requirements should include following aspects: recognizing and base

ourselves on national conditions in China in the primary stage of
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socialism; firmly adhering to the theoretical guidance of Marxism;
giving full play to the strength of the socialist system; absorbing the
ecological wisdom in Chinese traditional culture and western culture
and implementing the Scientific Outlook on Development.

According to the report at 18th CPC National Congress, the
strategic goal of promoting ecological progress with Chinese
characteristics is to “form the space pattern, industrial structure,
mode of production and way of life in line with resource conservation
and environmental protection and reverse the trend of ecological
deterioration from the source, to create a good production and living
environment for people and to contribute to the global ecological
security” , and to the new era of socialist ecological civilization. In the
process, we should adhere to people — oriented principle while
respecting the nature, pay attention to the integrity and the progress,
and combine diversified subjects with and governance mechanism. The
report also mentions that to promote the ecological progress, we “must
give high priority to making ecological progress and incorporate it into
all aspects and the whole process of advancing economic, political ,
cultural, and social progress”. This is a clear requirement for and the
overall strategy of promoting the ecological progress. With four
“Incorporation” s working at the same time, we can effectively
promote ecological progress. To advance socialist ecological progress
with Chinese characteristics is a systematic project; it needs the
following measures to be carried out simultaneously to ensure a good
effect; promoting ecologicalization of economic development patterns;
scientifically setting up the management system for making ecological
progress; strengthening the construction of the ecological legal system;

improving and implementing ecological economic policies; developing
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and applying green technology; optimizing national spatial
development patterns; implementing ecological civilization education;
actively developing international ecological cooperation. With these
measures linked and combined, our country will be pushed forward to

a new era socialist advancement of ecological progress.

Keywords; Marx, ecological progress, harmony, sustainable

development, Scientific Outlook on Development
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