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€ WHY DO PEOPLE GIVE GIFTS FOR WEDDINGS?

Why Do People Give Gifts
for Weddings?

eople give gifts for
Pweddings for different
reasons. Usually, people want
to help the bride and groom.

Many countries have their own

customs. In the United States,

both families give gifts to the
couple. In other places, the

customs are very different.
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WHAT A WORLD [

In India, the groom’s family asks for a large payment from
the bride’s family. The payment is called a dowry. Sometimes the
payment is a special gift with a brand name. For example, some
families ask for a Singer sewing machine or a Sony television set.
Sometimes the payment is money. The money may be equal to the
family’s salary for two or three years. Both families agree about the
money. They agree on how much money the bride’s family can afford
to pay. Some Indian families do not like to have many daughters. It
is too expensive! Today in India, a woman with a large salary is the
same as a woman with a large dowry.

In the Middle East, the bride’s family asks for a large amount of
money from the groom. The gift is called a mahr. The mahr is money
and sometimes land or a home. In Saudi Arabia, the groom gives a

lot of money. He buys clothes for the bride for one year and buys
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€ WHY DO PEOPLE GIVE GIFTS FOR WEDDINGS?

furniture for their new home. Rich couples get expensive gifts from
both parents. The parents often give nice furniture or a new car.

At one time in Saudi Arabia, the mahr for a bride was very, very
high. Men could not afford to marry Saudi Arabian women. They
married women from Lebanon and Egypt. This was bad for Saudi
women. Soon, many Saudi women did not have husbands. The
government made new rules. They made it hard to marry a foreigner.
Another Middle Eastern country, Oman, had problems, too. Soldiers
in the army could not afford to get married. The sulfan of Oman made
a law against large mahr payments. This helped couples in Oman to
get married.

A wedding is a very special and important time. People give gifts
for different reasons, but one thing is the same. Everybody wants to

help the bride and groom start a happy life together.
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WHAT A WORLD [

How Did Disneyland Start?

One day, a man named Walt
Disney took his daughters to

an amusement park. At the amusement
park, they went on the rides, played
games, and saw animals. But the park
was not exciting. It was also dirty. He
looked around and said, “l want to take
my children to a better place. | want
families to have fun together.”

Walt Disney was famous for his
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4 HOW DID DISNEYLAND START?

movies. He was also famous for his carfoons. Now Disney started to
think about a new park. He wanted a park with different parts with
special names. One part was “Fantasyland” and another part was
“Adventureland” . He also wanted to use ideas from his movies and
cartoons. His most popular cartoon was Mickey Mouse. Disney
wanted Mickey Mouse and other cartoon people to walk around the
park and talk to the guests.

Disney’s dream of a special park took many years to come true.
People did not understand his ideas. Nobody wanted to give him
money. So Disney used all his own money to build the park. On
July 17, 1955, Disneyland opened in Anaheim, California. It was
an immediate hit. The first year, about five million people went to
Disneyland. People came from all over the United States and all over
the world.

Walt Disney wanted Disneyland to be perfect. Every night,
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WHAT A WORLD [

workers washed the streets. They made sure the streets were clean.
They also made sure there was no chewing gum on the ground. They
painted the signs again at night. They wanted the signs to look new.

Disneyland always had many plants and flowers. But Disney did
not want any signs that said, “Do not walk on the plants.” So every
year, the workers changed 800,000 plants and put in new ones.

Disney wanted the workers to be happy and clean all the time.
He started a special school for his workers called the University of
Disneyland. The workers learned to be happy and polite to guests.
They could not wear perfume, jewelry, or bright nail polish. They had
to follow rules for how to dress and how to wear their hair.

Walt Disney became very rich. He was a millionaire. He died
in 1966, but his dream of more Disneylands came true. In 1971,
Walt Disney World opened in Orlando, Florida. Today, there are

Disneylands in Tokyo and Paris.
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€ WHO IS ANDREW CARNEGIE?

Who Is Andrew Carnegie?

ndrew Carnegie was born in 1835

Ain Scotland. He was from a poor

family. When he was twelve, his family

moved to the United States. They wanted a
better life.

The Carnegie family lived in Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania. Andrew started to work right

away. He got a job in a factory. He was a

good worker, but he didn’t like the job.
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WHAT A WORLD [

Later, he changed his job. He worked at the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company. Everybody there liked Andrew. He did many different jobs.
His salary got higher every year.

In his free time, Andrew loved to read. He lived near Colonel
James Anderson. Colonel Anderson was a rich man with many
books. He let young boys use his library for free. In those days, the
United States did not have free public libraries. Andrew read as much
as possible. He read throughout his life. He always thought that reading
was very important.

Andrew learned a lot at the railroad company. He realized that
the railroad was very important for big countries. He had an idea to
start a business with railroads. He saved all his money and opened a
business. He was thirty years old.

First, his company made bridges for the railroads. Ten years

later, they made steel. The Carnegie Steel Company became the
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