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This highly original series offers a unique appraisal of the state-of-the-art of
research and thinking in international law. Taking a thematic approach, each
volume, edited by a prominent expert, covers a specific aspect of international
law or examines the international legal dimension of a particular strand of the
law. A wide range of sub-disciplines in the spheres of both public and private law
are considered; from international environmental law to international criminal
law, from international economic law to the law of international organizations,
and from international commercial law to international human rights law. The
Research Handbooks comprise carefully commissioned chapters from leading
academics as well as those with an emerging reputation. Taking a genuinely
international approach to the law, and addressing current and sometimes
controversial legal issues, as well as affording a clear substantive analysis of the
law, these Handbooks are designed to inform as well as to contribute to current
debates.

Equally useful as reference tools or introductions to specific topics, issues and
debates, the Handbooks will be used by academic researchers, post-graduate
students, practicing lawyers and lawyers in policy circles.
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Introduction

International law is in motion. Over the last decades, international law
has developed and expanded from rules on armed conflict or formal
diplomacy, to deal with a wide range of areas and topics. Some call this
development ‘fragmentation’ of international law, others call it ‘specializa-
tion’. The choice depends, among others, how one views this development,
positive or negative. Many of these specialized areas of international law
have a direct linkage with energy. Such areas would include human rights
law, environmental law, maritime law, international trade law, interna-
tional investment law and so on.

Fragmentation of international law has in practice translated into the
emergence of specialized and quite autonomous areas of international law
with their own legal principles, institutions and legal practice. The purpose
of this Research Handbook is to explore this development through those
specialized areas of international law that have the above mentioned
linkage with energy.

In addition to these ‘pure’ or ‘traditional’ areas of international law
or public international law and the more recent and specialized areas,
the Research Handbook will also examine certain private contractual
arrangements that can nevertheless be seen as an integral part of ‘interna-
tional energy law’.

As with other Edward Elgar Research Handbooks, this book has two
objectives. On one hand, it will provide students and early career practis-
ing lawyers with a good understanding of what ‘International Energy
Law’ is. The book contains a number of chapters that provide the reader
with an understanding of the basic concepts and approaches and an over-
view of specific areas of international energy law. On the other hand, the
book will be a valuable tool for the expert audience, from both academia
and practitioners of energy law. To this end, the book contains chapters
covering the latest developments in various areas of international energy
law. It also examines many of the contemporary issues of international
energy law.
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