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“This book is at once a social history of the motorcycle and a provocation for
rethinking the political realignments of the second half of the twentieth century.
Arich sense of contradiction and a deep understanding of how political struggle
can inflect the same slogans and themes with widely divergent meanings
together elevate this book beyond a useful and interesting study of a hobby

into a profound rumination on the role of culture in political life.”

“Born to Be Wild offers the definitive history of motorcycling in post-World War
IT America. Drawing on meticulous primary research with great nuance and
depth, Randy McBee provides a compelling and valuable corrective to books
and films that have exploited minor, salacious incidents sparked by a minority
of motorcyclists. His book will be an indispensable resource for scholars of
motorcycling. Given its sustained attention to the complexities of gender,
race, class, and ethnicity, Born to Be Wild should also be required reading for

historians, sociologists, transportation e
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Portions of this work appeared earlier in somewhat different form in Randy D. McBee,
“A ‘Potential Common Front’: Hunter Thompson, the Hells Angels, and Race in 1960s
America,” International Journal of Motorcycle Studies 1 (July 2005); and Randy D. McBee,
“Harley-Davidson'’s Future (Abroad),” International Journal of Motorcycle Studies 7,

no. 2 (Fall 2011), and are reprinted here with the permission of the publisher.
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