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Introduction

Olayiwola Abegunrin

The full implications of the revolutions that swept over Tunisia, Egypt,
and Libya over a period of only two months are of such magnitude that
the continent of Africa will never be the same again. The only comparable
events to have had such profound influence on the course of history were
the French Revolution of 1789, the Russian Revolution of 1917, and the
fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. However, the events are still unfolding and
nothing can be taken for granted. Will this bud of people power blossom
into a garden of true democracy or will the forces of reaction succeed in
trampling it into dust? However, political violence is not the viable way
to bring about political reform and development in Africa. Political order,
stability, and security are the key elements that influence nation-state’s
survival in international system. Thus Article 1 of the United Nations
Charter emphasizes peace and security, as the essential elements to ensure
international cooperation. !

The concept of security has evolved and expanded beyond the tradi-
tional military confrontation that characterized the Cold War to issues
that relate to human security. The African continent is at crossroads in
defining its security paradigm after the end of the Cold War that will deal
with the security challenges facing the continent, especially in the twen-
ty-first century. This book is an edited volume which will examine and
analyze some of the security problems and challenges facing the African
continent and will continue to face the continent, in the twenty-first cen-
tury, with specific emphasis on debt crisis, democratic transition, ethnic
conflicts, civil wars, religions violence, terrorism, peace, and develop-
ment. This study also emphasizes the search for a new continental secur-
ity paradigm, especially the search for a potential power in Africa that
will first of all provide the leadership role for stability in dealing with
continent’s myriad problems and security challenges and serve as a de-
terrent against Western foreign policy of interventions in the continent.

Security ranks high in the socio-political and socio-economic agendas
of many countries in the global system for the simple reason that political
stability and economic development are connected to national security.
According to Tschirgi, Lund, and Mancini, “there is considerable evi-
dence of a correlation between levels of underdevelopment and levels of
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XX Introduction

insecurity.”? Therefore, one cannot talk about security and development
without referencing good governance nor can one talk about democracy
without considering the role play by political, social, cultural, and strong
viable institutions, which define the rules and roles to be played by the
political actors. Strong institutions enhance security and economic devel-
opment, and institutions help in the consolidation of democracy. Security
and stability, on the one hand, and democracy and good governance, on
the other, cannot meet the society’s socio-political and socio-economic
rising expectation without viable institutions, stable and good organiza-
tional structure and visionary strong leadership. Biologically, a human
kidney must satisfactorily perform its fluid filtration and excretion func-
tion; otherwise there would be cell poisoning. Similarly, for a human
organization to function, there must be a visionary strong leadership to
direct the affairs and security of that organization/nation to maintain a
group’s social cohesion.

Security and development are influenced by internality and external-
ity factors. For instance, a businessman would not risk investing in an
unstable country with weak governing institutions. Political instability
produces by socio-economic exclusion and marginalization of certain na-
tional populations by the state could result in political crises such as lack
of national identity, participation, legitimacy, and penetration. External
security crisis between two or more countries could threaten their mutual
economic and diplomatic relations. For example, since secession from
Ethiopia in 1993, Eritrea has been involved in border crises with Ethiopia,
which has impeded socio-economic relations between the two countries.
The way the Ethiopia reacts toward Eritrea with aggression or restraint
might determine the region’s progress in the future. The case of Sudan
civil war, the longest civil war on the continent of Africa which lasted
twenty-one years, 1983-2005, that has resulted in the breakup of Sudan
into two separate countries, North Sudan and South Sudan as of July 9,
2011.3 The Democratic Republic of Congo’s unending civil wars, Somalia
and the crisis in the Horn of Africa, and the Niger Delta crisis in Nigeria
that has dragged on since 1960, and the 2002 emergency of Boko Haram
fundamentalist terrorist group in Nigeria, have compounded the security
situation of the country; the Ivorian political crises are also examined and
analyzed. The role of Islamic fundamentalism and international terrorism
in Africa is examined, and Islam in Africa is examined and analyzed from
the historical perspectives that Africa’s religious heritage has both Abra-
hamic and non-Abrahamic faces.

Peace and security are scarce and sensitive commodities in interna-
tional politics. Africa is of growing international importance. Since the
beginning of the twenty-first century, for instance, Africa has become
important as a source of United States” energy imports as the Middle
East, Brazil, Russia, India, China (BRICS), Europe, and others are compet-
ing with each other, and with the United States for access to oil, natural
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gas, and other natural resources from Africa. China and the other world’s
major powers are becoming more active in seeking investments, winning
contracts, and building political support in the continent. And most im-
portantly, Africa is also one of the battlegrounds in the fight against
terrorism. Osama bin Laden, the former leader of the Al Qaeda started
his terrorist operations in Sudan between 1992 and 1996 before moving
his base into Afghanistan in 1996. Terrorists struck United States embas-
sies in Africa in both Kenya and Tanzania in 1998, before the September
11, 2001 attacks in the United States. Radical and fundamentalist African
Muslims are actively recruited for terrorist operations in Afghanistan, the
Middle East, and Pakistan. Mass killings in the Darfur region of Sudan,
war in the Great Lakes Region, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwan-
da, northern part of Uganda, the crisis in the Somalia, and persistence of
conflict in the African continent with the new mass/spring revolution of
2011 in North Africa challenge the world’s will to spotlight, prevent, and
stop atrocities in the continent. Africa is also the epicenter of the world’s
most deadly pandemic disease, HIV/AIDS, which had ravaged many
families on the continent for the past four decades.

With all these wars, ethnic conflicts, and states’ instability and inse-
curity, the major African Pan-African organization —the African Union is
an elephant with clay feet, and a toothless organization that cannot de-
fend and lead the continent of African effectively. Thus, Africa needs
effective, committed, visionary, and strong leadership that possesses both
human and natural resources to back up its leadership role in Africa and
lead the continent in the new international order, and be a force/power to
be counted upon to lead and speak for the rest of the African countries in
the global forum in the twenty-first century.

NOTES

1. See the charter of the United Nations Organization, Article 1 in Kelly-Kate S.
Pease, [nternational Organizations: Perspectives on Governance in the Twenty-First Century,
2nd edition, Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2003, p. 284.

2. N. Tschirgi, S. M. Lund, & F. Mancini, (editors), Security and Development: Search
for Critical Connections, Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2010.

3. Andrew S. Natsios, Sudan, South Sudan, and Darfur: What Everyone Needs to Know,
New York: Oxford University Press, 2012, pp. 213-215.
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