Multi-New York Times
bestselling author




Untamed

America’s Publisher of Contemporary Romance



If you purchased this book without a cover you should be aware
that this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and
destroyed” to the publisher, and neither the author nor the
publisher has received any payment for this “stripped book.”

For my sons.

Life’s a circus.
Go for it!

SILHOUETTE BOOKS ‘@

UNTAMED
Copyright © 1983 by Nora Roberts
ISBN 0-373-21843-5

All rights reserved. Except for use in any review, the reproduction
or utilization of this work in whole or in part in any form by any
electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter
invented, including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, is forbidden without
the written permission of the editorial office, Silhouette Books,
300 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017 U.S.A.

All characters in this book have no existence outside the imagination of
the author and have no relation whatsoever to anyone bearing the same
name or names. They are not even distantly inspired by any individual
known or unknown to the author, and all incidents are pure invention.

This edition published by arrangement with Harlequin Books S.A.

® and TM are trademarks of Harlequin Books S.A., used under

license. Trademarks indicated with ® are registered in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office, the Canadian Trade Marks Office and in
other countries.

Visit Silhouette at www.eHarlequin.com
Printed in U.S.A.



Dear Reader,

There is nothing like a classic romance—especially
when it's from beloved author Nora Roberts! In
fact, the book you hold in your hand received
the prestigious RITA® Award when it was first
published in the Silhouette Romance line many
years ago. With its spirited yet innocent heroine
and strong yet single-minded hero, Untamed is

a masterful example of the kinds of stories Nora
wrote when she was first starting out as a writer.
It is the tale of Jovilette Wilder as she struggles
to protect the only life she has ever known from
Keane Prescott, the man who seems determined
to destroy her home—and steal her heart.

We hope you enjoy this romantic treasure from
Nora’s early career.

Happy reading!

The Editors
Silhouette Books



Praise for #1 New York Times
bestselling author
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ROBERTS

“Her stories have fueled the dreams
of twenty-five million readers.”
—Entertainment Weekly

“Roberts is indeed a word artist, painting her story
and her characters with vitality and verve.”
—Los Angeles Daily News

“Nora Roberts just keeps
getting better and better.”
—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

“Roberts creates exceptional characters who...
live on in the reader’s imagination and heart.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Roberts has a warm feel for her characters
and an eye for the evocative detail.”
—Chicago Tribune

“Roberts...is at the top of her game.”
—People magazine

“Roberts’ bestselling novels are
some of the best in the romance genre.”
—USA TODAY

“...an author of extraordinary power.”
—~Rave Reviews

“Nora Roberts’ gift...is her ability to pull the reader
into the lives of her characters—we live, love,
anguish and triumph with them.”
—Rendezvous

"Everything Nora Roberts writes turns to gold.”
—Romantic Times



Dear Reader,

There is nothing like a classic romance—especially
when it's from beloved author Nora Roberts! In
fact, the book you hold in your hand received
the prestigious RITA® Award when it was first
published in the Silhouette Romance line many
years ago. With its spirited yet innocent heroine
and strong yet single-minded hero, Untamed is

a masterful example of the kinds of stories Nora
wrote when she was first starting out as a writer.
It is the tale of Jovilette Wilder as she struggles
to protect the only life she has ever known from
Keane Prescott, the man who seems determined
to destroy her home—and steal her heart.

We hope you enjoy this romantic treasure from
Nora’s early career.

Happy reading!

The Editors
Silhouette Books



*®

Praise for #1 New York Times
bestselling author

NORA
ROBERTS

“Her stories have fueled the dreams
of twenty-five million readers.”
—Entertainment Weekly

“Roberts is indeed a word artist, painting her story
and her characters with vitality and verve.”
—Los Angeles Daily News

“Nora Roberts just keeps
getting better and better.”
—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

“Roberts creates exceptional characters who...
live on in the reader’s imagination and heart.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Roberts has a warm feel for her characters
and an eye for the evocative detail.”
—Chicago Tribune

“Roberts...is at the top of her game.”
—People magazine

“Roberts’ bestselling novels are
some of the best in the romance genre.”
—USA TODAY

“...an author of extraordinary power.”
—Rave Reviews

“Nora Roberts’ gift...is her ability to pull the reader
into the lives of her characters—we live, love,
anguish and triumph with them.”
—Rendezvous

“Everything Nora Roberts writes turns to gold.”
—Romantic Times



NORA
ROBERTS

Untamed

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm



If you purchased this book without a cover you should be aware
that this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and
destroyed” to the publisher, and neither the author nor the
publisher has received any payment for this “stripped book.”

For my sons.

Life’s a circus.
Go for it!

SILHOUETTE BOOKS @

UNTAMED
Copyright © 1983 by Nora Roberts
ISBN 0-373-21843-5

All rights reserved. Except for use in any review, the reproduction
or utilization of this work in whole or in part in any form by any
electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter
invented, including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, is forbidden without
the written permission of the editorial office, Silhouette Books,
300 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017 U.S.A.

All characters in this book have no existence outside the imagination of
the author and have no relation whatsoever to anyone bearing the same
name or names. They are not even distantly inspired by any individual
known or unknown to the author, and all incidents are pure invention.

This edition published by arrangement with Harlequin Books S.A.

® and TM are trademarks of Harlequin Books S.A., used under

license. Trademarks indicated with ® are registered in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office, the Canadian Trade Marks Office and in
other countries.

Visit Silhouette at www.eHarlequin.com
Printed in U.S.A.



Books by Nora Roberts

The MacGregors

The MacGregors: Serena~Caine
containing Playing the Odds and
Tempting Fate, Sithouette Books, 1998
The MacGregors: Alan~Grant
containing All the Possibilities and
One Man's Art, Silhouette Books, 1999
The MacGregors: Daniel~lan
containing For Now, Forever and
“In from the Cold,” Silhouette Books, 1999
The MacGregor Brides, Silhouette Books, 1997
The Winning Hand, SE #1202
The MacGregor Grooms, Sithouette Books, 1998
The Perfect Neighbor, SE #1232
Rebellion, Harlequin Books, 1999
The O'Hurleys!
The Last Honest Woman, SE #451
Dance to the Piper, SE #463

Skin Deep, SE #475
Without a Trace, SE #625

The Calhoun Women
The Calhoun Women: Catherine and Amanda
containing Courting Catherine and
A Man for Amanda, Silhouette Books, 1998
The Calhoun Women: Lilah and Suzanna
containing For the Love of Lilah and
Suzanna's Surrender, Silhouette Books, 1998
Megan's Mate, IM #745

The Donovan Legacy
The Donovan Legacy
containing Captivated, Entranced and
Charmed, Silhouette Books, 1999
Enchanted, IM #961

Cordina’s Royal Family
Cordina’s Royal Family
containing Affaire Royale, Command Performance
and The Playboy Prince, Silhouette Books, 2002
Cordina’s Crown Jewel, SE #1448

Night Tales

Night Tales
containing Night Shift, Night Shadow,
Nightshade and Night Smoke,
Silhouette Books, 2000

Night Shield, IM #1027

Irish Hearts

Irish Hearts
containing /rish Thoroughbred and Irish Rose,
Silhouette Books, 2000

Irish Rebel, SE #1328

The MacKade Brothers

The Return of Rafe MacKade, IM #631

The Pride of Jared MacKade, SE #1000
The Heart of Devin MacKade, IM #697
The Fall of Shane MacKade, SE #1022

The Stars of Mithra
Hidden Star, IM #811
Captive Star, IM #823
Secret Star, IM #835

The Stanislaskis

The Stanislaski Brothers: Mikhail and Alex
containing Luring a Lady and Convincing Alex,
Silhouette Books, 2000

The Stanislaski Sisters: Natasha and Rachel
containing Taming Natasha and
Falfing for Rachel, Silhouette Books, 2001

Considering Kate, SE #1379 :

Reflections and Dreams
containing Reflections and Dance of Dreams,
Silhouette Books, 2001

Sithouette Books

Time and Again
containing 7ime Was and Times Change,
Silhouette Books, 2001

Summer Pleasures
containing One Summer and Second Nature,
Silhouette Books, 2002

Going Home
containing Mind over Matter,
Unfinished Business and Island of Flowers,
Silhouette Books, 2002

Table for Two

containing Summer Desserts and

Lessons Learned, Silhouette Books, 2002
Dangerous

containing Risky Business, Storm Wamingo

and The Welcoming, Silhouette Books, 2002
Truly, Madly Manhattan

containing Dual Image and Local Hero,

Silhouette Books, 2003

Engaging the Enem
containing A Will and a Way and
Boundary Lines, Silhouette Books, 2003

Mysterious
containing The Right Path, Search for Love
and This Magic Moment, Silhouette Books, 2003
Love By Design
containing Best Laid Plans and
Loving Jack, Silhouette Books, 2003
Lawless, Harlequin Books, 2003
Suspicious
containing Partners, Art of Deception and
Night Moves, Silhouette Books, 2003
Sithouette Christmas Stories 1986 .
“Home for Christmas”
Silhouette Summer Sizzlers 1989
“Impulse”

. Birds, Bees and Babies 1994

“The Best Mistake”
Jingle Bells, Wedding Bells 1994
"All | Want for Christmas”



NORA ROBERTS

#1 New York Times bestselling author

Nora Roberts is “a word artist, painting her
story and characters with vitality and verve,”
~according to the Los Angeles Daily News. She
has published over a hundred and forty novels,
and her work has been optioned and made into
films, excerpted in Good Housekeeping and has
been translated into over twenty-five different
languages and published all over the world.

In addition to her amazing success in mainstream,
Nora has a large and loyal category-romance
audience, which took her to their hearts in 1981
with her very first book, a Silhouette Romance
novel.

With over 200 million copies of her books in
print worldwide and a total of eighty-seven

New York Times bestsellers as of 2002, twenty-
two of them reaching #1, she is truly a publishing
phenomenon.



Chapter One

At the crack of the whip, twelve lions stood on their
haunches and pawed the air. On command, they be-
gan to leap from pedestal to pedestal in a quick, close-
formation, figure-eight pattern. This required split-
second timing. With voice and hand commands the
trainer kept the tawny, springing bodies moving.

““Well done, Pandora.”’

At her name and the signal, the muscular lioness
leaped to the ground and lay down on her side. One
by one the others followed suit, until, snarling and
baring their teeth, they stretched across the tanbark.
A male was positioned beside each female; at a sharp
reproof from the trainer, Merlin ceased nibbling on
Ophelia’s ear.

‘“Heads up!”” They obeyed as the trainer walked
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briskly in front of them. The whip was tossed aside
with a flourish, then, with apparent nonchalance, the
trainer reclined lengthwise across the warm bodies.
The center cat, a full-maned African, let out a great,
echoing bellow. As a reward for his response to the
cue, his ear was given a good scratching. The trainer
rose from the feline couch, clapped hands and brought
the lions to their feet. Then, with a hand signal, each
was called by name and sent through the chute and
into their cages. One stayed behind, a huge, black-
maned cat who, like an ordinary tabby, circled and
rubbed up against his trainer’s legs.

Deftly, a rope was attached to a chain that was
hidden under his mane. Then, with swift agility, the
trainer mounted the lion’s back. As the door of the
big cage opened, lion and rider passed through for a
tour of the practice ring. When they reached the back
door of the ring barn, Merlin, the obliging lion, was
transferred to a wheel cage.

“Well, Duffy.”” Jo turned after the cage was se-
cured. ‘‘Are we ready for the road?’’

Duffy was a small, round man with a monk’s fringe
of chestnut hair and a face that exploded with ginger
freckles. His open smile and Irish blue eyes gave him
the look of an aging choirboy. His mind was sharp,
shrewd and scrappy. He was the best manager Pres-
cott’s Circus Colossus could have had.

‘“‘Since we open in Ocala tomorrow,’’ he replied in
a raspy voice, ‘‘you’d better be ready.”” He shifted
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his fat cigar stump from the right side of his mouth
to the left.

Jo merely smiled, then stretched to loosen muscles
grown taut during the thirty minutes in the cage. ‘‘My
cats are ready, Duffy. It’s been a long winter. They
need to get back on the road as much as the rest of
us.”’

Duffy frowned. As circumstances had it, he stood
only inches higher than his animal trainer. Widely
spaced, almond-shaped eyes stared back at him. They
were as sharp and green as emeralds, surrounded by
thick, inky lashes. At the moment they were fearless
and amused, but Duffy had seen them frightened, vul-
nerable and lost. He shifted his cigar again and took
two quick puffs as Jo gave a cage hand instructions.

He remembered Steve Wilder, Jo’s father. He had
been one of the best cat men in the business. Jo was
as good with the cats as Wilder had been. In some
ways, Duffy acknowledged, even better. But she had
the traits of her mother: delicate build; dark, passion-
‘ate looks. Jolivette Wilder was as slender as her aeri-
alist mother had been, with bold green eyes and
straight, raven black hair that fell to just below her
waist. Her brows were delicately arched, her nose
small and straight, her cheekbones high and elegant,
while her mouth was full and soft. Her skin was
tawny from the Florida sun; it added to her gypsy-
like appearance. Confidence added spark to the
beauty.



10 UNTAMED

Finishing her instructions, Jo tucked her arm
through Duffy’s. She had seen that frown before.
“‘Somebody quit?’’ she asked as they began to walk
toward Duffy’s office.

““Nope.”’

His monosyllabic reply caused Jo to lift a brow. It
was not often Duffy answered any question briefly.
Years of experience told her to hold her tongue as
they moved across the compound.

Rehearsals were going on everywhere. Vito the
wire walker informally sharpened his act on a cable
stretched between two trees. The Mendalsons called
out to each other as they tossed their juggling pins
high in the air, while the equestrian act led their
horses into the ring barn. She saw one of the Steven-
son girls walking on stilts. She’d be six now, Jo
mused, tossing the hair from her eyes as she watched
the young girl’s wavering progress. Jo remembered
the year she had been born. It had been that same
year that she had been allowed to work the big cage
alone. She had been sixteen, and it had been another
full year before she had been permitted to work an
audience.

For Jo, there had never been any home but the cir-
cus. She had been born during the winter break, had
been tucked into her parents’ trailer the following
- spring to spend her first year and each subsequent one
of her life thereafter on the road. She had inherited
both her fascination and her flair with animals from
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her father, her style and grace of movement from her
mother. Though she had lost both parents fifteen years
before, they continued to influence her. Their legacy
to her had been a world of restlessness, a world of
fantasies. She had grown up playing with lion cubs,
riding elephants, wearing spangles and traveling like
a gypsy.

Jo glanced down at a cluster of daffodils growing
by the side of Prescott’s winter office and smiled. She
remembered planting them when she had been thir-
teen and in love with a tumbler. She remembered, too,
the man who had stooped beside her, offering advice
on bulb planting and broken hearts. As Jo thought of
Frank Prescott, her smile grew sad.

““I still can’t believe he’s gone,”’ she murmured as
she and Duffy moved inside.

Duffy’s office was sparsely furnished with a
wooden desk, metal filing cabinets and two spindly
chairs. A collage of posters adorned the walls. They
promised the amazing, the astounding, the incredible:
elephants that danced, men who flew through the air,
beautiful girls who spun by their teeth, raging tigers
that rode horseback. Tumblers, clowns, lions, strong
men, fat ladies, boys who could balance on their fore-
fingers; they brought the magic of the circus into the
drab little room.

As Jo glanced over at a narrow pine door, Duffy
followed her gaze. ‘‘l keep expecting him to come
busting through there with some crazy new idea,”’ he
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mumbled as he began to fiddle with his prize posses-
sion, an automatic coffee maker.

““Do you?”’” With a sigh Jo straddled a chair, then
rested her chin on its back. ““We all miss him. It’s
not going to seem the same without him this year.”
She looked up suddenly, and her eyes were angry.
““He wasn’t an old man, Duffy. Heart attacks should
be for old men.”” She brooded into space, touched
again with the injustice of Frank Prescott’s death.

He had been barely into his fifties and full of laugh-
ter and simple kindness. Jo had loved him and trusted
him without reservation. At his death she had grieved
for him more acutely than she had for her own par-
ents. In her longest memory he had been the core of
her life.

“It’s been nearly six months,”” Duffy said gruffly
as he studied her face. When Jo glanced up, he stuck
out a mug of coffee.

““I know.”’ She took the mug, letting it warm her
hands in the chilly March morning. Resolutely, she
shook off the mood. Frank would not have wanted to
leave sadness behind. Jo studied the coffee, then
sipped. It was predictably dreadful. ‘‘Rumor has it
we’re following last year’s route to the letter. Thirteen
states.”’ Jo smiled, watching Duffy wince over his
coffee before he downed it. ‘‘Not superstitious, are
you?’’ She grinned, knowing he kept a four-leaf clo-
ver in his billfold.

““Pah!’’ he said indignantly, coloring under his



