Media Power in Hong Kong

Charles Chi-wai Cheung

390311N0Y



§ an informa business
g ROUtled_ge ISBN 978-0-415-67943-5
Taylor & Francis Group

www.routledge.com ﬂ ll"
9 8 [



Media Power in Hong Kong




Media Power in Hong Kong

Hyper-marketized media and cultural
resistance

Charles Chi-wai Cheung

(It
| B
P
'

J):!'" i ; I ‘; L ',
R ANR
_-;;— =

L
AR

g Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2016
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2016 Charles Chi-wai Cheung

The right of Charles Chi-wai Cheung to be identified as author of this
work has been asserted by him in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of
the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilized in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation
without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Cheung, Charles Chi-wai.

Media power in Hong Kong / Charles Chi-wai Cheung.
pages cm. — (Routledge contemporary China series)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-415-67943-5 (hardback) — ISBN 978-1-315-63695-5
(ebook)
1. Mass media—China—Hong Kong 2. Mass media—Political aspects—
China-Hong Kong, 3. Mass media and culture~China-Hong Kong.
L. Title.
P92.H6C478 2015
302.230951-dc23 2015036557

ISBN: 978-0-415-67943-5 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-63695-5 (ebk)

Typeset in Times New Roman
by Wearset Ltd, Boldon, Tyne and Wear

f- :' MIX
mﬁmm

FSC

Printed and bound in Great Britain by
woicoy  FSC® C013058

T1J International Ltd, Padstow, Cornwall




Media Power in Hong Kong

Studies of Hong Kong media primarily examine whether China will crush Hong
Kong’s media freedom. This book however traces the root problem of Hong
Kong media back to the colonial era, demonstrating that before the resumption
of Chinese sovereignty there already existed a uniquely Hong Kong brand of
hyper-marketized and oligopolistic media system. The system, encouraged by
the British colonial government, was subsequently aggravated by the Chinese
government. This peculiar system is highly susceptible to state intervention and
structurally disadvantaged dissent and marginal groups before and after 1997.
The book stresses that this hyper-marketized media system has been constantly
challenged. Through a historical study of media stigmatization of youth, this
book proposes that over the years various counter-forces have penetrated the
structurally lopsided Hong Kong media: independent, public, popular and news
media all make occasional subversive alliances to disrupt the mainstream, and
news media, with a sfrong liberal professionalism, provide the most subversive
space for challenging cultural hegemony. The book offers an alternative and fas-
cinating account of the dynamics between hegemonic closure and day-to-day
resistance in Hong Kong media in both the colonial and post-colonial eras,
arguing that the Hong Kong case generates important insights for understanding
ideological struggles in capitalist media.

Charles Chi-wai Cheung is an Assistant Professor at the Hong Kong Baptist
University, Hong Kong.
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