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Unit 1 LOVE WORKS MIRACLES

Love Works a Miracle

Reading Time: 6 minutes

A) “There goes Cruiser again,” thought Cindy Dunlop when she heard a splash in the

B)

(&

family swimming pool. Their dog Cruiser always jumped into the pool just for fun.
Cindy was in the patio (# 5). She was talking on the phone to a friend who had
called to chat.

But suddenly Cindy sensed that something was wrong. The splash she had heard was
followed by dead silence. Quickly Cindy said goodbye and hung up the phone. She
hurried around the corner and saw — to her horror — her 17-month-old daughter,
Kyla, floating face down in the 15 X 30-foot pool. Cruiser was running back and
forth along the edge of the pool, trying to save the child by grabbing Kyla’s clothing
with his teeth.

Most mothers would have simply jumped into the pool and pulled the child to
safety. But Cindy Dunlop was not like most mothers. She was paralyzed ({ii i % )
from the chest down as a result of an accident 12 years before. Because of her
disability, Cindy had been forced to adjust to life in a wheelchair. At 90 pounds,
Cindy swam regularly for physical treatment but needed help getting in and out of

the pool.

D) Now, on October 7, 1986, Kyla’s life rested in her mother’s hands. Cindy didn’t

BE)

have time to phone for help. There wasn’t anyone nearby, anyway. They lived in
the faraway town of EI Mirage, California. Cindy’s husband, Ron, had gone off to
work several hours earlier. The nearest rescue squad (BA{fi) was 25 miles away. And

the nearest neighbor was half a mile down the road.

Knowing she couldn’t grab Kyla from the edge of the pool, Cindy had only one

choice. She drove her wheelchair straight into the cold water. As the chair sank,
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Cindy began to swim over to Kyla, who was still floating, face down, 25 feet away.
When Cindy reached her daughter, she managed to flip her over. Then she grasped
her and pulled her to the edge of the pool. Kyla’s eyes were closed and her lips were

blue. She wasn’t breathing.

Wild with fear and panic, Cindy tried to lift Kyla up and out of the water while
holding onto the edge of the pool with one arm. “She was so limp and heavy, I
couldn’t,” she later said. Cindy realized she would have to find another way to get
Kyla out. She took a deep breath and let herself sink to the bottom of the pool.
With her arms under Kyla’s body and her fingertips seizing the edge of the pool.,
Cindy used her head to push the child upward. She managed to lift Kyla out of the
water, but couldn’t get her over the edge onto the concrete. When she tried, the

little girl fell backward into the pool.

G) Desperately, Cindy kept trying. Finally, by keeping her head straighter, she was

able to roll Kyla up and out of the water. Then, supporting herself on her elbows at
the edge of the pool, Cindy reached out and turned Kyla toward her. Her daughter
still wasn’t breathing. With great fear, Cindy pinched the child’s nose shut and

began puffing short breaths into her mouth.

H) At first, there was no response. Again and again Cindy puffed breaths into Kyla’s

D

mouth. Finally, Kyla began to cough and spit up water, and then started to cry. “It

was the greatest thing in the world to hear that scream,” Cindy said.

Cindy called 911, and she and Kyla were rushed to a hospital. Cindy’s feet, elbows,
and hands were badly hurt from crawling (J&€) across the concrete. Kyla. however,
was fine. Before long. she was giggling (&M% H1%€) and playing as if nothing had
happened.

(608 words)
Your reading time:
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Exercises

e

Each of the following ten statements contains information given in one of the

paragraphs. ldentify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You

may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a

letter. Answer the questions by choosing the corresponding letter.

1

10.

Because of an accident 12 years ago, Cindy couldn’t walk any more.

. At first, Cindy tried several ways to get her daughter out of the pool, but

failed.

. Cindy felt very happy when hearing the crying of her daughter.

. Kyla fell into the swimming pool, which really frightened Cindy, because she

was only 17 months old.

. Cindy was seriously injured for saving her daughter out of the swimming pool.

. Kyla was in great danger when her mother pulled her to the edge of the pool.

. Cindy’s husband wasn’t at home when his daughter fell into the swimming pool.

. Cindy’s dog loves the family swimming pool very much.

. In the end, Cindy succeeded in saving Kyla out of the water, but she still

worried about her daughter.

It’s only Cindy who could save Kyla because no one was nearby.



“ The following box contains a list of details when Cindy rescued her daughter.
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Please rearrange them in the correct time order according to the information you

get from the passage.

. Cindy grasped Kyla and pulled her to the edge of the pool.

. Cindy reached Kyla and managed to flip her over.

. Cindy managed to lift Kyla out of the water, but couldn’t get her over the edge onto

the concrete. When she tried, Kyla fell backward into the pool.

. With her arms under Kyla’s body and her fingertips seizing the edge of the pool.

Cindy used her head to push Kyla upward.

. Cindy took a deep breath and sank to the bottom of the pool.

. Cindy pinched Kyla’s nose shut and began puffing short breaths into her mouth.

. By keeping her head straighter, Cindy was able to roll Kyla up and out of the water.

. Cindy tried to lift Kyla up and out of the water while holding onto the edge of the

pool with one arm. but she couldn’t.

Kyla began to cough and spit up water, and then started to cry.

Supporting herself on her elbows at the edge of the pool, Cindy reached out and

turned Kyla toward her.
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Because I Care About You

Reading Time: 8§ minutes

A) Steve, a twelve-year-old boy with alcoholic parents, was about to be lost forever by

B)

(&

the U.S. education system. Remarkably, he could read. But in spite of his reading
skills, Steve was failing. He had been failing since first grade, as he was passed on
from grade to grade. Steve was a big boy, looking more like a teenager than a

twelve year old. He went unnoticed . .. until Miss White turned up.

Miss White was a smiling, young, beautiful redhead, and Steve was in love! For the
first time in his young life. he couldn’t take his eyes off his teacher; yet, still he
failed. He never did his homework, and he was always in trouble with Miss White.
His heart would break under her sharp words, and when he was punished for failing

to turn in his homework, he felt just miserable! Still, he did not study.

In the middle of the first semester, the entire seventh grade was tested for basic
skills. Steve hurried through his tests, and continued to dream of other things, as
the day wore on. His heart was not in school, but in the woods. where he often
escaped alone, trying to shut out the sights, sounds and smells of his alcoholic
home. No one checked on him to see if he was safe. No one knew he was gone,
because no one was sober Gk filij& e/ enough to care. Oddly, Steve never missed a

day of school.

D) One day, Miss White’s impatient voice broke into his daydreams. “Steve!!”

Startled, he turned to look at her. “Pay attention!” Steve locked his gaze on Miss
White with young adoration (5:FF), as she began to go over the test results for the
seventh grade. “You all did pretty well,” she told the class, “except for one boy,
and it breaks my heart to tell you this, but ...” She hesitated, pinning Steve to his

[

seat with a sharp stare, her eyes searching his face. ... The smartest boy in the

seventh grade is failing my class!” She just stared at Steve, as the class spun around
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for a good look. Steve dropped his eyes and carefully examined his fingertips.

E) After that, it was war!! Steve still wouldn’t do his homework. Even as the

F)

punishments became more severe, he remained stubborn. “Just try it! ONE
WEEK!” He was unmoved. “You're smart enough! You’'ll see a change!” Nothing
bothered him. “Give yourself a chance! Don’t give up on your life!” Nothing.
“Steve! Please! I care about you!” Wow! Suddenly, Steve got it!! Someone cared
about him? Someone, totally perfect, CARED ABOUT HIM?7! |

Steve went home from school, thoughtful, that afternoon. Walking into the house,
he took one look around. Both parents were passed out. He quickly gathered up his
camping gear (3£45), a jar of peanut butter, a loaf of bread, a bottle of water, and

this time ... his schoolbooks. He headed for the woods.

G) The following Monday he arrived at school on time, and he waited for Miss White to

enter the classroom. She walked in, all sparkle and smiles! God, she was beautiful |
He yearned for her smile to turn on him. It did not. Miss White immediately gave a
quiz on the weekend homework. Steve hurried through the test, and was the first to
hand in his paper. With a look of surprise, Miss White took his paper. Obviously
puzzled, she began to look it over. Steve walked back to his desk, his heart
pounding within his chest. As he sat down, he couldn’t resist another look at the
lovely woman. Miss White’s face was in total shock! She glanced up at Steve., then
down, then up. Suddenly, her face broke into a bright smile. The smartest boy in

the seventh grade had just passed his first test!

H) From that moment nothing was the same for Steve. Life at home remained the

D

same, but life still changed. He discovered that not only could he learn, but he was
good at it! He discovered that he could understand and retain (fEiCf1) knowledge,
and that he could translate the things he learned into his own life. Steve began to

excel! And he continued this course throughout his school life.

After high school Steve joined the Navy, and he had a successful military career.

During that time, he met the love of his life, he raised a family, and he graduated
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from college. During his Naval career, he inspired many young people., who without
him., might not have believed in themselves. Steve began a second career after the
Navy, and he continues to inspire others, as an associate professor in a nearby
college. Miss White left a great legacy (Jif/”). She saved one boy who has changed

one boy, all because of one teacher, who cared.

(803 words)

: many lives. You see, it’s simple, really. A change took place within the heart of
| Your reading time:

0 Exercises
Each of the following ten statements contains information given in one of the
paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You
may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a

letter. Answer the questions by choosing the corresponding letter.

1. Encouraged by the teacher, Steve took his schoolbooks to the woods where he

studied alone.
2. Miss White felt excited when Steve passed his first test.
3. Steve helped a lot of young people build up their confidence.
4. Steve never handed in his homework, which always bothered Miss White.
5. Miss White tried to encourage Steve after he failed in the test.
6. Steve didn’t pass any tests before Miss White turned up.
7. Steve was the first one to finish the test on the weekend homework.

8. Steve found that not only was he good at learning, but he could also translate



