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Preface |

In Focus: Industrial and Commercial Buildings

Meinhard von Gerkan

Industry and commerce form the foundations of our
civilizational prosperity. Even though the secondary
sector is declining in proportion to the tertiary in
many countries, its importance for economies world-
wide remains fundamental. Nevertheless, we often
consider industry and commerce to be just a neces-
sary evil, merely required to satisfy life’s needs.

If one takes a look at the majority of urban industrial
parks and the architectonic shells of industrial and
commercial buildings, it would appear that our disre-
gard is also reflected in aesthetic form. Nevertheless,
the disfigurement of our living environments as a re-
sult of undiscerning industrial and commercial archi-
tecture could be avoided with a comparatively small
intellectual investment - as a look back at history, but
also the many examples of the work of our architec-
ture office collected in this book, makes clear.

Around one hundred years ago, when industrializa-
tion was still celebrated worldwide as social progress,
and the substitution of human labor power by ma-
chines was regarded as a ground-breaking revolution,
this esteem was also reflected in the aesthetics of
industrial buildings. The “NeuesBauen” (New Building)
movement, which flourished between 1910 and 1930,
even drew its theoretical premises from the process
of industrialization — and the formal language of mo-
dernity was derived directly from industrial construc-
tion. Functionality and objectivity were now the new
means of expression — in all areas of architecture and
urban development.

The once revered modernity is now the subject of
widespread rebuke. The critique of many quarters
and buildings erected since the second half of the
20th century is justifiably directed against their im-

poverished design and profanity — especially in the
case of industrial and commercial buildings. No
other construction sector displays such soulless
banality across such a broad front. There are many
reasons for this: The unrestrained and uncoordinat-
ed consumption of land, especially on the periphery
of the cities; the disordered arrangement of vastly
different structures; and not least, the lack of any
image-forming design ambitions on the part of many
companies who merely pursue sheer size, garish
colors, and brash advertising signs in their facto-
ries, with, at best, an architectural manifestation of
“corporate identity” reserved for their administrative
headquarters.

But how can one — once again — generate well de-
signed industrial and commercial architecture? The
basic precondition is to be found in clearly defined
goals, which according to my assessment, can be
summarized in four basic parameters: structural or-
der, simplicity, a balance between unity and diversity,
and distinctiveness.

Industry and commerce have a responsibility to inte-
grate their buildings sensitively into the environment,
to design their buildings respectfully, and not least,
to create humane and well-designed workplaces.
They owe it to society, but also to themselves, to
find architectural solutions for their production sites
as well as their administration, service, warehouse,
and logistics buildings, which do justice to their own
standards and the social importance of the compa-
ny. Architecture is the most elementary and durable
expression of social culture. If industry and com-
merce are to avoid the accusation of social barba-
rism, they must revolutionize their attitude and ap-
proach to architecture.
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Preface Il

Magdalene Weiss

Spectacular urban development projects and high-
density inner-city commmercial districts giving rise to
dramatic new skylines—this is the public’s percep-
tion of urban planning and construction in China. In
contrast, the development of industrial and com-
mercial buildings appears, metaphorically speaking,
to be a purely “peripheral phenomenon”, although its
share in China’s overall construction volume is grow-
ing continuously. Due to their relatively low building
density industrial areas and business parks have sig-
nificantly higher rates of land use. Entire urban areas
and landscapes are shaped by these structures, and
hundreds of millions of people are confronted with
them every day, either because they are their places
of employment, or simply because they pass them
during their daily commutes.

Nevertheless, design usually takes a back seat when it
comes to the construction of industrial buildings. They
are simple shells used to house sophisticated, high-
ly-specialized, and cost-intensive facilities. The pri-
mary concerns are ensuring functionality and optimal
conditions for transport and infrastructure. However,
there are other qualities such as open space planning
oriented to the needs of the user and the environs, as
well as clear orientation, organization, and flexibility
in the overall design which constitute prerequisites
for sustainable, efficient building facilities. Further-
more, architecture with a distinctive character offers
a company, or an industrial or commercial park, the
opportunity to formulate their own corporate identity.
High-quality industrial and commercial construc-
tion is also an absolute necessity for China. Building
land is in short supply and therefore increasingly ex-
pensive, which means that it must be planned and
utilized more efficiently. Furthermore, good working
conditions and optimal environments are essential if
companies are to attract and retain the highly quali-
fied employees required for modern production pro-

cesses. As the quality of products and corporate de-
mand for identity-generating representation increase,
so do the demands for high-quality industrial facili-
ties and architecture.

These developments have generated a series of ex-
ceptionally valuable assignments for architects as
well as urban and landscape planners. Since the
1970s, gmp - Gerkan, Marg and Partner — have met
the ever-greater demands placed on industrial and
business construction in their projects in Germa-
ny. Furthermore, over the course of the past fifteen
years, gmp has played a role in China’s rapid eco-
nomic growth with the realization of numerous build-
ing projects, ranging from commissions for cultural,
office, and trade-show buildings, to manufacturing
centers and high-tech facilities such as data centers.
In a number of instances, these projects included the
development of large urban sites or the creation of
a whole new character for previously faceless areas.

This book brings together a number of individual
buildings and developments according to their ty-
pology, highlighting the approaches to industrial and
business construction that gmp has pursued in each
project, the majority of which were commissioned by
the Lingang Group and realized in Shanghai. The se-
lection of projects is rounded off by similar commis-
sions completed in China and Germany.

Magdalene Weiss

Dipl.-Ing. Architect/Associate Partner

Associate partner at gmp since 2010; born in 1964 in
Bopfingen/Germany; joined von Gerkan, Marg and Part-
ners in 1997; management of gmp’s Shanghai office
since 2004; project architect of the Swissotel Kurfiirs-
tendamm, Berlin; project management of Shanghai
Oriental Sports Center, Suzhou Industrial Park Sports
Center, SOHO Beijing Residence, Poly Plaza Shanghai,
Zhangjiang Science and Technology City, etc.
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