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Vision and Scope for this Handbook

The Wiley Handbook on the Psychology of Violence is an interdisciplinary exploration of
all the major elements in the study of violence and victimization. Our vision for this
book was to bring together a group of scholars, covering a variety of disciplines that
examine violence in our society, including those in psychology, criminology, social
work, and public health. The result of this approach is a comprehensive text that cuts
across disciplines, resulting in a cornerstone handbook on this important topic.

Although the book is divided into mainstream silos of violence research, we aimed
for a text that addresses the diversity and overlap of victimization and violence experi-
ences, including polyvictimization and revictimization dynamics, methodological
and data issues particular to violence research, and a more general evaluation of vio-
lence dynamics. Also included in the handbook is valuable information on the social
construction of violence, cybercrime, and the role of the Internet and social media in
violence (e.g., enticement of minors online, the role of technology in stalking).
Another key vision of this text was to focus on populations and areas of violence and
victimization that have been understudied, such as ethnic minorities, the LGBTIQ
community, and those with disabilities. Our hope is to help bring attention to these
populations, fill voids, and promote scholarly work and services for them.

Contributions in this book are authored by a diverse group of well known scholars
in the field of violence and victimization from the United States and abroad. The
book is organized into seven major parts based on different areas of violence focus:
general issues in violence and victimization, general violence, juvenile violence, family
violence, partner violence, sexual violence, cybercrime, and underserved /understud-
ied populations.

Finally, we realize that our knowledge in the area of violence is fluid and continually
evolving. As such, we felt it was important to provide some ideas about where the
field needs to go in these varying arenas of violence. Each part therefore ends with a
chapter that discusses some ideas about future directions in the study of violence and
victimization.

The Wiley Handbook on the Psvchology of Violence, First Edition. Edited by Carlos A. Cuevas
and Callie Marie Rennison.
© 2016 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. Published 2016 by John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



2 Carlos A. Cuevas and Callie Marvie Rennison

Choices We Made in Constructing this Book

There were a number of choices we made in the development and construction of this
text. First, even though its title included the words “psychology of violence,” we rec-
ognized that violence research, services, and policy are an interdisciplinary endeavor,
and, as such, we recruited contributors both from psychology and disciplines outside
psychology.

Another key decision was to give the contributors significant freedom in how they
approached the chapter topic. While we requested that a synthesis of the research be
part of the presentation, contributors could choose how they drafted the chapter. As a
result, we have a diverse and creative approach to the manuscripts, making this a read-
able and engaging text.

We recognize that edited books such as these are often a resource for individuals who
work in some but not all areas of violence. As a result, our approach was that each chap-
ter could stand on its own. However, there are some connections between the chapters
and we encouraged the authors not to discuss issues addressed in other chapters where
there was overlap.

The Utility and Importance of the Handbook

This is an important book in its comprehensive and up-to-date coverage of research
on the topic of violence. It is also important in that it is written by and designed to be
read by individuals across numerous disciplines. As such, it should serve as an impor-
tant and comprehensive resource for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers,
regardless of their field.

There are key components to this text that will appeal to potential readers. The book
provides a synthesis of the most up-to-date research in the various areas of violence,
making it an excellent source of recent work on the topic. Each of the major parts
described above addresses intervention suggestions, policy issues, and research needs,
so as to provide readers with suggestions on how to use the text’s information and
where the field is headed. It is hoped that this information will act as a road map for
future research designed to move our understanding of violence and victimization
forward.

How to Use this Text

We envision a variety of audiences benefitting from the material contained in this
handbook. The information presented cuts across a range of disciplines including
students of psychology, sociology, criminology/criminal justice, public health, law
and social work. In addition, the material serves as a resource for researchers, practi-
tioners, advocates, and policy makers as it addresses an array of topics related to
violence and victimization.

The book is best viewed as a tool chest. It contains information and material on
many topics related to violence and victimization that do not require reading in any
particular order. Each chapter stands alone, meaning that the reader can find the topic
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of interest. Of course, others may choose to read the book from front to back, and the
book lends itself to this approach as well.

Given the flexibility in the structure of this handbook, it is easily utilized at both the
graduate and undergraduate levels. At the graduate level, we view it as a primary
source for courses focused on violence and victimization, regardless of one’s home
discipline. Among undergraduates, the book may serve as a secondary reference
document for classes on these topics.



