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Hate begets hate, violence engenders violence, hypocrisy 1s answered
by hypocnsy, war generates war, and love creates love.
Pitrim A Sorokin, The Ways and Power of Love (1954, p. x1)

Few things have done more harm than the belief on the part of indi-

viduals or groups (or tribes or states or nations or churches) that he or

she or they are in sole possession of the truth: especially about how to

live, what to be & do — & that those who differ from them are not

merely mistaken, but wicked or mad: & need restraining or suppress-

ing. It is a terrible and dangerous arrogance to believe that you alone

are right, have a magical eye which sees the truth, & that others cannot
be right if they disagree.

Isaiah Berlin, ‘Notes on prejudice’ 1981

in New York Review of Books, 18 October 2001

(Reproduced with permission of Curtis Brown Group Ltd,

London on behalf of The Beneficiaries of the Estate of Isaiah

Berlin Copyright © Isaiah Berlin 1981)
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Introduction

O wonder!
How many goodly creatures are there here!
How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world,
That has such people in it!
Shakespeare: The Tempest, 1610

Endless forms most beautiful and wonderful
Charles Darwin, On the Origins of the Species, 1859

Planet Earth currently houses well over seven billion human beings
in some two hundred nations with thousands of ethnic tribes often
in conflict, and more than seven thousand languages, each with
histories stretching back across the millennia. Imagine, if you dare,
the sheer multiplicity of various gendered, sexual and intimate
relationships and practices that these little animals, us, have expe-
rienced as they have walked the earth through time and space;
and the different religions, states and economies that have been
brought into existence that have helped shape them. Here is a truly
vast labyrinth of desire, gender and reproduction. Think perhaps of
the sheer complexities, or not, of your own life; and those of your
parents, grandparents and their communities too. Think of all the
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films you may have seen, the novels you might have read, the tele-
vision you might have watched, the music you have heard about
human relationships and sex. Spend a few minutes searching some
of the millions of sex sites on the web. Then massively multiply
all this into the global gendered world of human sexual complexity: the
human sexual labyrinth.

Now this is indeed a challenge — and it is what this small study
is about. I want you to stand with me in amazement at this oh
so ‘incorrigibly plural’ world (to quote Louis MacNeice's poem
‘Snow’), this ‘pluriverse of difterences’, and these ‘endless forms
most beautiful’. I want you to wonder, along with Shakespeare,
how many goodly creatures there are here and, maybe, how
beauteous mankind is. Or, just maybe, to ask how many of these
creatures are really not so beautiful at all. And with this, to ponder
just how it is we can live together with all this difference. In
this book, I puzzle about these varieties of embodied, emotional
human sexual and gendered experiences, and ask how we humans
live, or fail to live, with them. I will not be aiming here to chart
a topography of these ‘world varieties of sexual experience’, to
document ‘the global history of sex’, to review the multiple forms
of the ‘world gender order’, to detail any kind of global scientific
truth about diverse and gendered sexualities, or even to provide
a manual of titillating sex acts: all this has now been tried in very
many places. In this book, my focus lies with the challenge of
grasping human vulnerabilities and asking how we can live with
the diversities of our genders and sexualities and their tangled,
emotional, biographical bodies; how we can build some common
cosmopolitan values that will enable us to connect such diversity;
how we can appreciate just where boundaries and borders do
indeed have to be drawn; and how we can start to build up cosmo-
politan institutions that make all these tasks possible.

To help me in this, I draw on the long history of cosmopolitan-
ism, which suggests a form of everyday practical consciousness that
recognizes human difterences and then struggles to build social
structures and cultures that help make diversity a workable feature of
the humane, good social life. It is a goal to strive for, it harbours
utopian visions and there are a few signs to indicate that we may
be a little on our way towards its development. At the same time,
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the path to its realization is cluttered with major problems and dif-
ficulties that need facing head on. My version of cosmopolitanism
is a humanist theory; and my stance in this book will be broadly
that of critical humanism. This takes seriously the centrality of a
contingent human vulnerability, agency and meaning emerging
alongside global human values: empathy and dialogue, care and
kindness, dignity and rights, actualization and human flourishing,
and fairness and justice. Despite a continual attack from many
directions on humanism, it provides an imagination of great value.

A troubled world

And yet, everyday, as I have been writing this book, I have been
torn with a dark hope. As the daily world news arrives, [ am given
a repeatedly clear vision of the devaluing of human lives across the
world: the damaged and destroyed lives in the wars, violence and
terrorist acts in Syria, the Ukraine, Iraq, Palestine, the Congo and
elsewhere. We live in a very cruel, nasty world of dehumanization
that is destroying lives for generations to come. Money, religion,
nation and power (usually linked to gender and masculinity) seem
to be the prime motivating forces for much of this misery and
conflict. Yet, at the same time, I can also see the flourishing of human
lives — in music and art, in education and care, in sport and science,
in hundreds of little miracles of everyday human kindness. It is a
Joyous world of human creativity and caring. And this contrast will be
a recurrent theme of this book. The bad news is humanity’s inhu-
manity to humanity. Often with the help of the state and religion,
unbelievable violence and cruelty are heaped on large numbers of
people. Systems of ranking, honour and status are used to brutally
destroy ‘the other’. Powerful elites get away with murder, and
tragic human suffering among the masses is ubiquitous. But the
good news is humanity’s evolving compassion, hope and crea-
tive activism. People in the world fight back: they do not like the
horrors of the world, they create new movements to resist them
and they bring dreams of a better world. Cosmopolitan sexualities,
and this book, form part of that dream.



