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Discover how to put a glow in every room—including outdoor rooms.
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Take a quick course in mantel management to master display tactics.

90

Boldly follow the footsteps of some brave home remodelers who've gone before.
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Add the luxury of a fireplace with advice from the experts.

There's more to a fireplace than meets the eye. Learn the facts behind the flame.



Decorating & Planning Ideas

Better Homes and Gardens, Books
Des Moines, lowa



Better Homes and Gardense Books
An imprint of Meredithe Books

Fireplace Decorating & Planning ldeas

Editor: Paula Marshall

Writer: Judith Knuth

Associate Art Director: Mick Schnepf

Designer: David Jordan

Copy Chief: Catherine Hamrick

Copy and Production Editor: Terri Fredrickson

Book Production Managers: Pam Kvitne, Marjorie J. Schenkelberg
Contributing Copy Editor: Jennifer Mitchell

Technical Reviewer: John Emil

Contributing Proofreaders: Nancy Dietz, Sue Fetters, Joe Irwin

Contributing Illustrators and Designers: Carson Ode, Mead Design, The Art Factory
Indexer: Kathleen Poole

Electronic Production Coordinator; Paula Forest

Editorial and Design Assistants: Kaye Chabot, Mary Lee Gavin, Karen Schirm

Meredithg, Books

Editor in Chief: James D. Blume

Design Director: Matt Strelecki

Managing Editor: Gregory H. Kayko
Executive Shelter Editor: Denise L. Caringer

Director, Retail Sales and Marketing: Terry Unsworth
Director, Sales, Special Markets: Rita McMullen
Director, Sales, Premiums: Michael A. Peterson
Director, Sales, Retail: Tom Wierzbicki

Director, Sales, Home & Garden Centers: Ray Wolf
Director, Book Marketing: Brad Elmitt

Director, Operations: George A. Susral

Director, Production: Douglas M. Johnston

Vice President, General Manager: Jamie L. Martin

Better Homes and Gardensg, Magazine
Editor in Chief: Jean LemMon
Executive Building Editor: Joan McCloskey

Meredith Publishing Group
President, Publishing Group: Christopher M. Little
Vice President, Finance & Administration: Max Runciman

Meredith Corporation
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer: William T. Kerr

Chairman of the Executive Committee: E. T. Meredith Il

All of us at Better Homes and Gardense Books are dedicated to providing you with information and ideas to
enhance your home. We welcome your comments and suggestions. Write to us at: Better Homes and Gardensg
Books, Shelter Editorial Department, 1716 Locust St., Des Moines, |IA 50309-3023.

If you would like to purchase any of our books, check wherever quality books are sold. Visit our website at bhg.com.
Copyright © 2000 by Meredith Corporation, Des Moines, lowa.

All rights reserved. Printed in China.

First Edition—00

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 00-132126

ISBN: 0-696-21102-5

Note to the Reader: Due to differing conditions, tools, and individual skills, Meredith Corporation assumes no
responsibility for any damages, injuries suffered, or losses incurred as a result of following the information
published in this book. Before beginning any project, review the instructions carefully, and if any doubts or
questions remain, consult local experts or authorities. Because local codes and regulations vary greatly, you always
should check with local authorities to ensure that your project complies with all applicable local codes and
regulations. Always read and observe all of the safety precautions provided by any tool or equipment
manufacturer, and follow all accepted safety procedures.



Discover how to put a glow in every room—including outdoor rooms.

Take a quick course in mantel management to master display tactics.
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Boldly follow the footsteps of some brave home remodelers who've gone before. *
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Add the luxury of a fireplace with advice from the experts.

Create ambience using alternative styles or fuels.

Pl technical

There’s more to a fireplace than meets the eye. Learn the facts behind the flame. §& J? % ‘






Old World

New Classical
American Traditional
Country European
Arts & Crafts
Laid-Back Lodge
Smooth Southwest
20th-Century Eclectic
Contemporary Comfort

you

FIREPLACES ARE CHAMELEON-LIKE, CHANGING
character to reflect their surroundings. You
determine the look of your fireplace with the
objects you arrange on the mantel, the tools
you place on the hearth, the chair you put
beside it, the color you paint the wall that
surrounds it.

On the stage set of your home, you are
director and designer, playwright and stage
manager. A fireplace can take the lead or play a
supporting role in setting your room’s style. If

you have a fireplace you love, make it a focal

Polish your room’s image with a fireside

style that reflects your taste.

point and write your room’s design script
around it. If your fireplace lacks star quality,
read on for ideas about how to groom your
lackluster performer for top billing.

In this book, you’ll find fireplaces that tuck
modestly into small spaces and bold fireplaces
that command attention, fireplaces flanked by
bookcases, surrounded by windows, and
bracketed by benches.

Fireplaces have changed through the cen-
turies, reflecting the tastes of various times
and various regions. In this chapter, you'll
find rooms that highlight a range of fireplace
and fireside styles, starting with a massive old-
world stone fireplace and ending with a sleek,
contemporary steel-fronted hearth.

As you consider your fireside style, trust
your instincts. Surround your fireplace with the
colors that cheer you, the fabrics that comfort

you, and the treasures that capture your past.

Fireplaces §
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IN THE STATELY HOMES OF 17TH-CENTURY
Europe, grand stone hearths provided wel-
come warmth and an enticing gathering spot
for family. Still, it’s a sure bet that any aristocrat
would have gladly traded his imposing but
inefficient fireplace for the comfort of a 20th-
century thermostat.

Luckily, you can have the best of both
worlds. To re-create the old-world fireside
elegance of a French chateau or English
country manor, think big. These fireplace
openings, hearths, mantels, and surrounds are

all weighty in appearance and large in com-

parison to other fireplace styles.

Check with architectural salvage firms for
antique stone or marble fireplace surrounds or
look into cast stone versions that mimic more
expensive materials. Wood-paneled walls and
ceilings and exposed beams contribute to the
look of solidity. Floors of natural or simulated

stone, slate, or large-scale tiles are a good

choice, as is dark-stained wood flooring.

Warm the floors with richly colored area
rugs. When choosing fireplace screens and
tools, avoid refined finishes such as polished
brass. Instead, opt for a dull pewter finish or
the hefty look of wrought iron.

Finally, select deep, generously sized
seating pieces and sturdy tables that are pro-

portional to the scale of the fireplace.

LTSS PTG CENCC ATE T Europe’s Middle Ages.

Look to the details for inspiration: The cove ceiling above
the fireplace, left, repeats the curve of the stone
surround. The scroll pillars on the fireplace surround are

based on a detail found in the adjacent kitchen.

Fireplaces 1



reflect your style
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New

THE SINUOUS CURVES AND SUMPTUOUS FABRICS
of Neoclassicism swept through the salons
and sitting rooms of the fashion-conscious
early in the 19th century. Inspired by
Napoleonic conquests and British explo-
rations, cabinetmakers and designers of that
era produced furnishings steeped in the tradi-
tions of ancient Rome, Greece, and Egypt.

To bring this classic look to your home,
choose a formal fireplace that combines
refined materials and graceful proportions.
Center a convex mirror over the fireplace,
then dress the mantel with a symmetrical
arrangement of classic objects such as vases or
candlesticks. Select sofas, chairs, and daybeds
with scrolled arms and backs. Favored fabric
motifs include Roman eagles, Greek lyres,
and stylized Egyptian lotuses.

This style, sometimes called Empire, was
popular in the United States through the
1870s. You may be lucky enough to find exu-
berant antique or reproduction pieces with
carved dolphins or winged sphinxes support-
ing marble tabletops. For a more restrained
look, stencil a Greek-key design around the
perimeter of the room just below the ceiling
or use a similar design on the floor or in an

area rug.

8 Fireplaces

Use light to enliven your fireplace and it will
stay stylishly aglow even without a fire.

e To light a picture over the mantel, use a
recessed, adjustable “eyeball” fixture in the
ceiling, about 3 feet out from the fireplace
wall. For a sloped ceiling, use a monopoint,
surface-mounted track Iiéht.

e To highlight the fireplace, use a grazing
light that plays up the texture of the stone,
brick, or tile. Install a recessed downlight or
surface-mounted accent light on the ceiling
about 18 inches from the fireplace wall.

e |nstalling a pair of wall sconces? Locate
them no more than 6 inches in from the
outer edges of the mantel and at least 12
inches up from the mantel shelf.

Ancient civilizations left a rich design

vocabulary that continues to inspire

furnishings and design.

Even without a fire,
this fireplace exudes
elegance, right. An
armload of slender
logs fills a brass
container to create a
striking still life in an

unlit fireplace.
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THE CABINETMAKERS OF 18TH-CENTURY
America seemed to build the virtues of the bud-
ding republic right into their furniture. Queen
Anne and Chippendale tables, chairs, and cup-
boards express a cordial dignity and strength of
character in keeping with the times. Fireplaces
also possessed the solid, dignified appearance.
Even if you don’t have a period-style hearth,
you can achieve a similar fireside feel by sur-
rounding your fireplace with inviting seating.
Pull up a pair of wingback chairs to your fire-
place, and you’ve taken the first step to
creating this ever-popular style. The winged
sides and high backs of these chairs were origi-
nally added to protect the sitter from drafts; and
these features remain popular because of the

comfort they provide.

comfort ey ot \ i

pholster the chairs in 7 1t 1 Ihsl IAAAL

gleaming damask for a formal look; opt for

leather or linen for a more casual versatility. Personalize your
A brawny fireplace calls for large-scale acces- room by stenciling

sories, such as a large painting above and heavy a favorite quotation

brass andirons and fireguard on the hearth. around its

Fixtures that replicate candlesticks continue the perimeter. The

style, and dimmers allow you to reduce light quote circling this

levels when desired. For practicality, augment room, right, is by

this moody lighting scheme with discreet Ralph Waldo

recessed fixtures for plenty of ambient light and Emerson.

task lighting where needed.

Consider adding an oversize ottoman. It
will do triple duty by serving as a coffee table,
an extra seat, and a place to prop one’s feet.

Finally, imitate wealthy early colonists by
covering your walls with polished wood paneling
and your floors with plush Oriental rugs. Both

work with the fireplace to warm your room.

The furniture styles that originated SN LTETRITITR

still look right at home from sea to QULILFEY:EF

10 Fireplaces
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SNUG AND SIMPLY FURNISHED, THE COTTAGES

and farmhouses that sheltered generations
of rural Americans have left a legacy of
comfort as suited to urban high rises and to
suburban ranches as it is to log cabins and
white-clapboard Colonials.

Beaded-board walls and ceilings evoke
porches and kitchens past, setting an informal

tone. Paint the beaded board and mantel a

12 Fireplaces

Country

high-gloss white for a bright but unobtrusive
hearth. Keep the millwork simple: A shallow
mantel and unfussy columns create an under-
stated background. Add a bright country note
with a rim of folkish, hand-painted tiles, such
as the classic blue-and-white delft designs.
Furnishings and fabrics with easy-going
finishes fit right into country style. A well-

worn pine table that started life in a long-ago

Choose colors and
patterns to set a
mood. Fresh blue
and white, above,
bring sea and sky
indoors; red toile,
right, creates a look

of country French.



Country

farm kitchen or a painted secondhand treasure
becomes a family-friendly coffee table, its
charm enhanced by the scuffs of use.

Treated cotton slipcovers shed spills and
can be whisked into the washer when disaster
strikes. Country-style interiors are natural
showcases for heirlooms and collectibles.
Pedigreed quilts and priceless pottery will
look right at home, of course, but don’t hesi-
tate to incorporate sentimental favorites.
Drape a well-worn afghan over a fireside chair
or give a child’s paint-by-number masterpiece

a place of honor on the mantel.
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The appealing mix of comfort, simplicity,
and nostalgia that characterizes American
country style also marks the traditional inte-
riors of rural Europe and the British Isles.
Each region offers a charming variation on
the theme. Base your home's decor on the
thatched cottages of England’s Cotswolds,
and you'll lean toward layers of chintz and
mantels crowded with china. Take your cues
from the South of France or Italy’s celebrat-
ed Tuscany, and sunshine yellow walls and
terra-cotta tiles on the floor will set the
mood. Below, the clear northern light of
Scandinavia illuminates the design scheme.
The furnishings have the authentic look of
family favorites—handed down, cherished,
and given fresh covers in traditional checks
and toiles to be enjoyed by a new genera-
tion. Painting walls, fireplace, and furniture
white is a practical response to Scandinavia's

long, dark winters.




