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Foreword

The Methods in Enzymology series, which was originally published as a
four-volume treatise over twenty-five years ago, has now grown to over 80
volumes. It has become more and more difficult for an individual in-
vestigator to locate particular methods of interest, especially in rapidly
developing fields in which pertinent information now appears in many vol-
umes of the series. Although individual and cumulative indexes are pro-
vided, the task of information retrieval is still formidable. We have, there-
fore, undertaken to provide such investigators and their students with a
single volume work in a given area of interest, compiled by selection of
the most essential and widely used procedures published in volumes of
Methods in Enzymology in that particular area. The aim is to permit the
individual investigator or student to have conveniently at hand all of the
basic methodology in that field at relatively low cost. The articles, which
are selected by the editors in that area, will be unabridged. A new Subject
Index will be prepared for each volume of **Selected Methods in En-
zymology.”’

It is our intention that one volume of ‘‘Selected Methods’” will be de-
rived from five to six related volumes of equivalent size in the parent
series. This volume, which is the first of the **Selected Methods’" series,
deals with RNA and Protein Synthesis, and is comprised of articles se-
lected by Dr. Moldave from volumes of the Methods in Enzymology series
for which he served as an editor. We hope that this experiment in publica-
tion proves useful to the broad audience for this new series.

SipNEY P. CoLowiICcK
NATHAN O. KAPLAN

Xv



Preface

One of the considerations in selecting articles from the Methods in
Enzyvmology series volumes for this volume was to provide a comprehen-
sive compendium of methods for the assay, characterization, isolation
purification, etc., of various organelles, enzymes, nucleic acids, transla-
tional factors, and other components and reactions that participate in
protein synthesis. A large number of equally important articles, however,
had to be omitted. In many cases, the decision was an arbitrary one made
by the Editor, and does not reflect on the quality or the reproducibility of
the procedures that were not included; indeed, users of this volume are
also referred to those articles for modifications, alternative procedures,
and, in some cases, topics not covered in this volume. Where a cross
reference is given to a volume and paper in this series, it refers to the
Methods in Enzymology series. Where only volumes and paper numbers
are referred to, the volumes too are those in the Merhods in Enzymology
series.

I would like to take this opportunity to again thank those who have
contributed so generously to these works on RNA and protein synthesis.

KiviE MOLDAVE

Xvii
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