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The Spirit of Lei Feng > >
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Zhang Kai is a student at North China University of Water Resources and Electric Power(*£1l,
JKF|7K B K 2#). He has led a group of college student volunteers since last year. They help children
at a primary school with their studies and daily lives.

“When I was a small child,” Zhang said, “I knew March 5th was a day for people to learn
from Lei Feng and help others, but I didn’t know the real meaning of the spirit(fif#) of Lei Feng.
Now when I see the smiling faces of the kids I have helped, I deeply understand Lei Feng. Helping
others makes me happy.”

Lei Feng (1940—1962) is one of the most famous soldiers in Chinese history. He lost his
parents when he was very young. His neighbors brought him up. He died in an accident at 22. He
did many good deeds(#f-2) in his short life. For example, he gave his own money to the parents of
another soldier. And he bought tickets for a woman he didn’t know without telling her his name.

On March 5th, 1963, Chairman Mao called on people to “Learn from Lei Feng” and made the
day “Learn from Lei Feng Day”.

Today more than 50 years has passed since Lei’s death. Some people say that the spirit of Lei
Feng is outdated(:L i ().

But many people think we need to advocate($218) that spirit again. There have been many
reports about the coldness of people toward strangers. This has made many Chinese people think
deeply about themselves.

“The most important thing is that we must be ready to help others and make it a habit,” said
Huang Tianze, a student from Jianlan High School in Zhejiang.

1. Zhang Kai and his group do good deeds like Lei Feng by

A. helping the old man B. helping the poor

C. helping primary school students D. helping his classmates
2. Which of the following words can best describe Lei Feng?

A. Clever. B. Kind-hearted. C. Handsome. D. Lovely.
3. Which of the following is TRUE?

A. Lei Feng died on March 5th, 1963.

B. March 5th, 2018 is the 55th “Learn from Lei Feng Day”.

C. Few people remember Lei Feng now.

D. Lei Feng had a lot of money.



4. What’s the most important thing this passage wants to tell us?
A. Lei Feng is Zhang’s role model.
B. The Lei Feng spirit is outdated.
C. Helping others is a good thing.
D. We must be ready to help others.

Writing
Please answer the following questions with at most five sentences according to the text.

Lei Feng set a good example to us. As a student, how do you think you should learn from Lei Feng?
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volunteer n. FHJEH meaning n. % X, BEX stranger n. fAEA

On March 5th, 1963, Chairman Mao called on people to “Learn from Lei Feng” and made the day
“Learn from Lei Feng Day”.
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The most important thing is that we must be ready to help others and make it a habit.
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The Year of Dog ) )
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According to the traditional Chinese custom, 2018 is just the Year of Dog. Ranking as the
eleventh animal in the Chinese zodiac(f:14) — the Shengxiao, Dog is a symbol of loyalty(E¥iK)
and honesty.

o Self-mocker([H 1§

Words and phrases including dogs are commonly used by young people when telling jokes
about themselves. For example, you can say, “Valentine’s Day has nothing to do with me since [ am
a single dog.” It is believed that dog-related words and phrases usually have good humour.

o Close relationship

Among some young people, adding “dog” to a friend’s name has the meaning of a close
relationship. One of the most famous examples in China is that the actor Lin Gengxin is called “Lin
Gou” by his close friends and beloved fans.

e Easy to raise

Kids with peasant names are easy to bring up, according to an ancient Chinese saying. Parents
in the countryside prefer(JE=-¥X) to give nicknames including “Gou Sheng” and “Gou Dan” to
their kids in the hope that they are as easy to be raised as dogs.

® Metaphor([521i)

Since dogs are considered to have many good qualities(fi1Jii), the word is included in more
than 10 Chinese metaphors. For example, “serve like a dog or a horse”, is used to describe someone
who is ready to work hard for the people who have powers.

1. A dogis a loyal and animal.

2. The dog-related words and phrases are commonly used by young people when telling

3. Adding “dog” to a person’s name that you have a closer relationship with him or
her than others.
4. Parents hope that kids can grow up as as dogs by giving nicknames to them.

5. Please translate “serve like a dog or a horse” into Chinese. (AN#E 5 7LF)
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Valentine’s Day has nothing to do with me since I am a single dog.
AT GHRICK, FATRRE—HP e,
Kids with peasant names are easy to bring up, according to an ancient Chinese saying.
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The Year of Rabbit >>
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The rabbit is a symbol of kindness and a love of beauty in Chinese culture. People born in the
Year of Rabbit are quick-minded. Although they are sometimes shy, they have a strong mind and
will try their best to make their dreams come true all their lives.

Rabbit people are talented(45 /41 11) and are interested in artistic activities, such as music

and painting.



They are so friendly and well-organized(45 ¢ Bilf")) that they can be great teachers. There are
some famous people who were born in the Year of Rabbit, such as US actress Angelina Jolie and
England soccer star David Beckham.

In China, famous director Zhang Yimou and kungfu star Li Lianjie are rabbits, too.

There are some big events in the Year of Rabbit. The International Horticultural Exposition(it:
T 2% 4y) was held in Xi’an. It lasted six months, from April to October, 2011.

In Britain, the wedding(#§§%[.) of Prince William and Kate Middleton took place on April 29,
2011.

The 26th World University Games took place in Shenzhen in August, 2011.

1. What does “rabbit” stand for in Chinese culture?

2. What do you think of the people born in the Year of Rabbit?

3. What are rabbit people interested in?

4. What took place in August, 2011, in Shenzhen?

5. What year is 2023 in China?
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The rabbit is a symbol of kindness and a love of beauty in Chinese culture.
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They are so friendly and well-organized that they can be great teachers.
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Shuxiang >>
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In China, people talk about “Shuxiang”, which is very interesting. For example, 2018 is a “dog
year”, and when a baby is born in this year, we say he or she is a little dog. Shuxiang usually brings
people good luck. There are 12 animals below.

-I.

Rat: social, having rich feelings, friendly but complaining.

Ox: hard, ordered, but keeping old.

Tiger: brave, confident, but careless.

Ribbit: peaceful, having a good manner, a business head but cold emotion.

Dragon: active, outgoing, popular but selfish.

\q Snake: fascinating(Gk A\ 1), thoughtful, but doubtful.

LY
M Horse: active, self-confident, wise but proud and angry.

14

'? Sheep: kind, helpful, elegant but sad.



Monkey: wide, clever, warm, unsatisfied but slick([&{# 119).

Rooster: confident, helpful, happy, but dressy.

Dog: realistic, loyal(}E i [1%)), practical.

Pig: hard, honest, simple, lucky but careless.

1. When a baby is born in 2020, we can say he or she is a little
A. pig B. rat C. tiger D. snake
2. If we call a boy a little horse, when was he born?
A. In 1998. B. In 2000. C. In 2002. D. In 2004.
3. Mr. Lu, our English teacher, was born in 1976, a dragon year. Can you choose the right
description of his characteristics?
A. He is active, self-confident, resourceful but proud and angry.
B. He is kind, helpful, artistic but sad.
C. He is active, outgoing, popular but selfish.
D. He is fascinating, thoughtful but dressy and doubtful.
4. If someone is brave, confident but careless, we can guess he was born in a year.
A. rat B. dog C. horse D. tiger
5. Which of the following is NOT true?
A. In China, when I talk about “Shuxiang”, it means twelve animals.
B. From the passage, we can know 2010 is a rabbit year.
C. Shuxiang perhaps brings you good luck, but we shouldn’t believe it.

D. A rooster year always comes after a monkey year.
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2018 is a “dog year”, and when a baby is born in this year, we say he or she is a little dog.
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Have you ever listened to the sound in your heart? Have you ever met an article which has the
same idea as yours?

The TV program, Readers, has been popular since it came out on CCTV-1 on February
18th, 2017. It is produced by Dong Qing, a famous hostess. Readers invites many guests to read
something that influences them most. Not only famous people but also common people can be the
guests.

Liu chuanzhi, the founder of Lenovo(BAESEAIA]15 N), came to Readers as a common father.
He said, “As long as you are an honest man, you are my good son whatever your job is!” Xu
Yuanchong, a 96-year-old translator, shared some of his personal experiences of translating Chinese
poems into English and French. His words were simple but moving. He read a love poem with tears
in his eyes.

This program has turned reading into a new fashion. It shows the beauty of Chinese language
and the power of reading. Now Reading Booths(}J]13:5) are set up in many cities. Though it rained,
people in Hangzhou even waited in long lines to read in the booths. All kinds of reading activities

are going on in schools. Lots of students take an active part in them.




