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Unit 1 Spring Festival

Unit 1  Spring Festival

.7 ocus on Talking

Warming Up
1. How do you make a greeting in a festival?

2. How do you make arrangements on holiday?

Learn to Say

Dialogue 1

A: Ilove Christmas!

B: What is your favorite aspect of the Christmas season,
Michael?

A: Tlove to see the fact that people are happy, peaceful and
looking forward to their holidays.

B: What about all of the decorations? What about the ca-
rolers in the streets and the frenzied shoppers hunting for
last minute bargains?

A: 1do like all of those things but my favorite part of Christ—

mas is the good cheer of everyone.

B: You know that not everyone celebrates Christmas though?
A: Yes, but it seems that the good Christmas mood has a positive effect on all people.
B: Maybe we should find a way to make it Christmas everyday!

Task 1: Talk about your spring festival with a partner.

Dialogue 2
A: Merry Christmas!
B: The same to you!

A: Are you doing anything special?
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B: WeTe having some friends over. What are you do-

ing?

A: Oh, I'm just going to take it easy.

ws)

: Maybe that is a good idea, it’s crowded outside
today.

A: Yes, you've got the point.

Task 2: Greet your friend in spring festival.
Dialogue 3

A: Hey, what do you want to do on Saturday?

=}

: I dont know. Stay home?

A: Stay home...and do what? What about the
basketball game at the gym?

B: I dont know. I dont really like sports.

A: OK. I know it’s not a rock concert ... but

watching basketball can be fun.

B: I just want to hang out at home.

A: Thats too bad. My sister is in the game, you
know.

B: Your sister? Does she play basketball?

A: Yes, she’s pretty good. And youTe her favorite fan!

B: Say no more! Let’s go.

Task 3: Talk about your holiday with a partner.

HiH TP Oral English Activities

Activity 1: Complete the following dialogues with the help of the Chinese in
the brackets.

What (fRFTETAH4) tonight?

No plans as yet. You?

(RELEF WL HEH”)

Again? Well, maybe 1d like to see it again too.

OK. (K7 wREMR) . The movie starts at 8:00. So

2 r 2E

we cant mess around.

: What about dinner?

=}

A: T am planning to grab some steamed bread (7£# 1)

Qe



Unit 1 Spring Festival

B: Lets go a little earlier and (1z28{% A% [1NE) !
A: OK. See you!

Activity 2: Work in pairs. Try to complete the dialogue with the expressions in

the box below.

1. to have dinner together tonight?
Sorry, I cant. 2.

How about 3. ?

4.

Well, see you then.

5.

T > W m

(]
¢
]
(]
]
(]
]
]
¢
]
¢
¢
¢
]
(]
(]
]
]
]
(]
]
(]
¢
¢
]
(]
¢
]
(]
¢
(]
]
¢
¢
]
(]
¢
(]
)

A. 1 have something to do :
B. Friday evening ¢
C. That sounds OK :
’
’
1
’

D. See you

D B IS SIS S SIS S i S

E. Would you like

L S S S SIS SIS S SIS S SIS SUE S SIS Ui SIS S SIS SUis S SUS S SIS S S S S SIS S S S SR S S S S S SR S S 2

Activity 3: Ask your classmates some questions about their plans for the week-
end. The following phrases given in the box are just for your refer-
ence. You can ask questions like these:

S SUis SIS SIS SUIS S SIS SIS SIS S B S SR SIS SHIE SUIE SN SIS SIS SIS WIS Sl SIS S SUiS SUIE e SIS S SUiE SUE S USSR S S SUS S Sl 2

Would you like to...on the weekend?
Do you want to...on Saturday evening?
How would you like to...tonight?

Do you feel like...?

R RIS SIS SR S IR S SuIe SRS SR SN S e SIS Sl e SIS S SR SIS SIS S S SIS U S SIS S SIS S S S SR S SR S S S e

¢
]
¢
¢
¢
]
¢

R IS S SR SR SR e =

Activity 4: Use the information given below to create a role-play.
Sandy and Sue are at New Year dance. Sandy invites Sue to dance with him. She accepts
his invitation gladly.
Tips: You look beautiful tonight.
The music is wonderful.
Would you like to dance?

Yes, thank you.



In this section you will hear five mini-dialogues. Listen carefully and choose the best an—
swer. Each mini-dialogue will be read two times.
1. What does the man mean?

A. He will not open the window.

B. The window cant be opened.

C. The window is already open.
2. Which is the quickest way to the airport?

A. By taxi. B. By bus. C. By underground.
3. Why does the woman want to change the shoes?

A. They are not the right color.

B. They are not the right style.

C. They are not the right size.
4. What is the woman going to do this evening?

A. Go to dinner. B. Visit her sister. C. Go to the airport.
5. What can we learn from the conversation?

A. The woman had a photo shop of her own.

B. The woman developed her photos all by herself.

C. The woman developed part of her own film.

Listen to the following three conversations on the tape and complete the tasks after each dia—

logue. Each dialogue will be read two times.

Task 1: Listen to Conversation 1 carefully and choose the best answer.

1. Where will they go tonight?

A. To a cocktail party. B. To a concert.
C.To a cinema. D. To a shop.
2. When will they meet?
A. At 7:30. B. At 6:30.
C. At 7:00. D. At 6:00.

4



Unit 1 Spring Festival

Task 2: Listen to Conversation 2 carefully and complete the answer to each question.

3. What will they do tomorrow afternoon?

They will

4. Where will they meet at two o’clock?

They will meet

Task 3: Listen to Conversation 3 carefully and fill in the blanks with the exact

words you hear.
5. What will they do tomorrow afternoon?
They will
6. When will they meet?

They will meet

| Part C: |

You’ll hear a passage on the tape. Listen carefully and fill in the table with the information
you hear. The passage will be read two times.

In the US, people on the Coast can greet the new year by joining the
crowds in Times Square in the of New York city, to watch the lowering of a
crystal ball. Every New Years Eve, the prominent intersection is the
point of more than half a million excited celebrants. It’s at the of everything and

is known for its once-a-year role as the site of a thousand-pound ball up over the
It starts its downward move at 11: 59 p. m. and people count along as the seconds
. When it reaches the » a sign is lighted and people hug and kiss, and
wish each other “Happy New Year. ” The began in 1907 and grew into a

of welcoming in the new year.

O New Words and Expressions

peaceful [pizsfol; —f() 1] adj. FIFH), ZLFAEI; SFE#E

decoration [deko'reif (o) n] n. HEifi, i, Bk, K=

frenzied [frenzid] adj. JAIEMT; FEAELI; B

bargain [baigin] n. &5 ; Y, FRNE S vi. WMIEM: KA ve. W EM; Feeeeee i
Ao

caroler [keeralo] n. WKMEA; MEXTH

Xmas [krismos; 'eksmos] n. Z#EY (Z5T Christmas)

positive ['pozitiv]l adj. B B £, [BE] 2] BEEER: #eEm, &Em,; 5L

e 5.
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PR, FLSEH); AT

favorite [fevorit] n. 3212 )L; HXRMHY; KM ERMAN adj. BHEEM; TREM; %
5% i)

grab [greeb] ve. G #ide; Koo WREWE] vi HEG FHOon. G Fl FRZY
steamed [sti: md] adj. ZEE\), 2K

hug [hagl ve. #0H8; R4 Hf, RFFoe PHH, BHAE M, HER . W0 B
LEEAY

intersection [inta'sek[(o)n] n. A X; +FHO; THE; TXA

celebrant ['selibr (o) nt] n. ®XMIAL; ERHAUKIIAN; ERIRMIAR

prominent ['prominont] adj. XA, BFEN; MK s

Michael [maikl] n. W3 /R (B T74)

Times Square KAL) 1%

&l . .

Reading Text A

Pre—reading Task : Presentation
1. Do you know any special customs to celebrate the New Year in other countries?
2. How do you celebrate the New Year where you live?

3. Do these celebration customs have unique meanings?
Traditional Customs in Spring Festival

The Spring Festival is the most important festival for the Chinese people and is when
all family members get together, just like Christmas in the West.

The Spring Festival falls on the 1st day of the
1st lunar month. It originated in the Shang Dynas—
ty (1600 BC4100 BC) from the people’s sacrifice
to gods and ancestors at the end of an old year
and the beginning of a new one.

Many customs accompany the Spring Festi-
val. Some are still followed today, but others [ i

have weakened. NN HE

Before the New Year comes, the people

completely clean the indoors and outdoors of their homes. All the door panels will be posted

. 6.



Unit 1 Spring Festival

with Spring Festival couplets. The content varies from house owners” wishes for a bright fu-
ture to good luck for the New Year. Also, pictures of the god of doors and wealth will be
posted on front doors to welcome peace and abundance. The Chinese character “fu”
(meaning blessing or happiness) is a must. The character put on paper can be posted nor—
mally or upside down, for in Chinese the “reversed fu” is homophonic with “fu comes. ”

People attach great importance to Spring Festival Eve. No matter how far away from
home people are, they will always try to get home in time for this big dinner, which lasts
until midnight. The meal is more luxurious than usual. Dishes such as chicken, fish and
bean curd cannot be excluded, and part or all of the fish is kept until the first day of the
New Year. This represents the family being richer in the New Year, because in Chinese
“fish” and “prosperous” are homophones. In northern China, people cook dumplings for
family reunion dinner, as they think “jiaozi” in sound means “bidding farewell to the old
and ushering in the new. ” Southern Chinese eat niangao (New Year cake made of gluti—
nous rice flour) on this occasion, because as a homophone, niangao means “higher and
higher, one year after another. ” In the New Year, kids get “hongbdao (red envelopes) ”
from older generations of the family and relatives, and sometimes family friends. The
“hongbao ” is a Chinese custom where people put cash in a red envelope and give it as a
gift. In modern times, more and more young people give “hongbdo” to older people. In
many companies, the boss also gives “hongbdo” to employees and clients.

After the dinner, the whole family will sit together, chatting and watching TV. In re—
cent years, the Spring Festival party broadcast on China Central Television Station
(CCTV) is essential entertainment for the Chinese both at home and abroad. According to
custom, each family will stay up to see the New Year in. On New Years eve, people set
off fireworks from around midnight to see out the end of the previous year and welcome in
the New Year, called “shousul.” “Sui” means year.

Waking up on New Year, everybody dresses up. On the first day of the New Year peo—
ple usually stay at home. On the 2nd day people get up early and exchange New Year’s
greetings with relatives, friends, neighbors, etc. First they extend greetings to their pa-—
rents. Then each child will get money as a New Year gift, wrapped up in red paper. In
many parts of China, especially the countryside, people do a lion dance and dragon
dance to welcome the coming New Year.

China has 56 ethnic groups. Minorities celebrate their Spring Festival almost the same

day as the Han people, and they have different customs.
O New Words
festival [festiv (o) 1] n. FH; AL, L&iE3h; Wik adj. TTHIEK, R RIRK

7
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lunar [lumal adj. 5209, AERE: IR 8 B

originate [o'ridzinet] wvi. BIi; QIE vi. RIE: KA kL

dynasty [dainosti] n. 8], R

sacrifice ['swkrifais] n. $i%%; 4805 b2 or. 4%, BRES; T AHE v BRES: Rk
ancestor [ensesto] n. UH4H, oG, #gkA AN

custom [kastom] n. XJWE; X WK adj. EHIK, M

accompany [o'kamponi] vi. BEfl, fEBH; 22 vi. 1122, FRIE

weaken [wikon] we. Jg/b; MHARSG; AR vi. 259 245, LK

panel [peenl] n. (URHG ARG BERANAL, AURRSH G v, HREEIR

post [poust] n. RIAL; WEPE; ARAT ve. 5RO AT W A7E vi PHATIE
couplet [kaplot] n. XFHt; XffJ

abundance [o'bandons] n. 74, £ &

normally ['nomm (o) li] adv. IE¥HHL; WA HL, —Bih

reverse [rivows] n. 9T MU BUE: KW or. WU (8% ad. RTM: WS
%] 5

luxurious [Iag'zurtes] adj. ZEEM: EwM; BAK: Frm

exclude [ik'skloxd] ve. HEBR; /R $EZ4adgy; B

prosperous ['prosp (9) ras] adj. B5&[); MHER

homophone [homoafoun; 'hovm -1 n. [{¥FFER LT

reunion [ritjuinjon; —ion] n. HE

bid [bid] ve. 8ehx: WA Rox; W ol Bebr; W . HA; UG 85054
farewell [fea'well n. 5%, WAl AW, e, ST GRS AN EAE S 5 W10 1 &
) HL! adj. EHEHIM

usher [afo] n. SIPEG, HiAiiA; HEAFi; 5 ee. 519, 45 08 FFRE vl fERRAF
A GV

glutinous ['glutonas] adj. Zhi; ZhPEMT: BRI

occasion [o'ker3(9)n] n. WML, Hl&: Hf; B 5k, HiE

client [klaiont] n. [&] %/, Wi&: BIEA

essential [i'senf (o) 1] adj. FEARM; BER,; AR KEM . AF; BE, B4 ©
s i

firework [faiowork] n. MH/K; ¥ZIEZL

previous [prizvios] adj. VLRGHY; FSEM I H M0 adv. £E5G; 5 LATT

exchange [iks'tfend3] n. 25#e; W KB S ve. R, L5 Wi #H,;
gy Stk

extend [ik'stend] we. FEMf; §7K )7 Mt ST ADERAETr Xbee i vl GE

S

8



Unit 1 Spring Festival

i FoKs PR B
ethnic [eOnik] adj. FhGER; AFPH)
minority [mai'noroti]l n. /D%, DEEE; DBUKE

O Phrases & Expressions

falls on 75 2; f8I

vary from...to... A =weeee BHA

attach great importance to i BEE A

stay up Z:Hﬁju’:'ﬁ’ ﬁﬂ&i

wrap up 45 W ek, AiET

set off H&: BliE: zh&; B ey HF

() Proper Names

BC abbr. AJCHT (Before Christ)

Postreading Task:

I . Reading aloud.
Fill in the blanks without referring to the original text. Then check your answers against the
original. After that, read the passage aloud until you can say it from memory.

People great importance to Spring Festival Eve. No how far away
from home people are, they will always try to get home in time for this big )
which lasts until midnight. The meal is more than usual. Dishes such as chicken,
fish and bean cannot be » and part or all of the fish is kept until the
first day of the New Year. This the family being richer in the New Year, because
in Chinese “fish” and “ ” are homophones.

II. Understanding the text.
1. Choose the best answers according to the text.
1. The Spring Festival originated in
A. the Tang Dynasty B. the Yuan Dynasty
C. the Shang Dynasty D. the Song Dynasty
2. The Spring Festival customs include
A. pictures of the god of doors and wealth will be posted on front doors to welcome
peace and abundance
B. before the New Year comes, the people completely clean the indoors and outdoors

of their homes
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C. all the door panels will be posted with Spring Festival couplets
D. all of the above
3. Why is part or all of the fish kept until the first day of the New Year?

A. Because we cant waste the food in the Spring Festival.
B. Because this represents the family being richer in the New Year.
C. Because fish can be restored longer in winter.
D. Because people like this way of eating fish.
4. In northern China, people think “jiaozi” in sound means
A. prosperous
B. happiness and health
C. bidding farewell to the old and ushering in the new
D. higher and higher, one year after another
5. On the first day of the New Year, what do people usually do?
A. People usually go shopping.
B. People usually get up early and exchange New Years greetings with relatives,
friends, neighbors, etc.
C. People usually stay at home.
D. People do a lion dance and dragon dance to welcome the coming New Year.
2. Answer the following questions according to the text.
1. What is the origin of the Spring Festival?
2. Why can the character “fu” be posted upside down?
3. What does the big dinner for the Spring Festival include?
4. Can you recite some activities about “shdusui?”
5. What do you think of the Spring Festival party broadcast on China Central Television
(CCTV) ?
[1L Using the words.
1. Complete each of the following sentences with the correct form of the italicized word on

the left of each sentence.

1. originate His book from a short story.

2. sacrifice He his holiday to help his brother’s business.

3. accompany Thunder often lightning.

4. abundance China is with natural resources.

5. reverse The company suffered a great of fortunes when public taste changed.
6. luxurious She had led a life of and privilege.

7. represent He is a for a large steel company.

¢ 10 -



