Internal

M—*W Y
- \\s’w

Mlgratlon

ntemporar

EDITED BY

1 Deepak K. Mishra
R



Internal
Migration
In
Contemporary
INDIA

EDITED BY

Deepak K. Mishra

®)SAGE ww.sagepublishing.com




Copyright © Deepak K. Mishra, 2016

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording or by any information storage or retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the publisher.

First published in 2016 by

SAGE Publications India Pvt Ltd

B1/I-1 Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area
Mathura Road, New Delhi 110 044, India
www.sagepub.in

SAGE Publications Inc
2455 Teller Road
Thousand Oaks, California 91320, USA

SAGE Publications Ltd
1 Oliver’s Yard, 55 City Road
London EC1Y 1SP, United Kingdom

SAGE Publications Asia-Pacific Pte Ltd
3 Church Street

#10-04 Samsung Hub

Singapore 049483

Published by Vivek Mehra for SAGE Publications India Pvt Ltd, typeset in
10/12.5 pt Minion Pro by Diligent Typesetter India Pvt Ltd, Delhi and printed at
Chaman Enterprises, New Delhi.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Name: Mishra, Deepak K., editor.

Title: Internal migration in contemporary India / edited by Deepak K. Mishra.

Description: Thousand Oaks : SAGE Publications India Pvt Ltd, 2016. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2015049017| ISBN 9789351508571 (hardback : alk. paper) |
ISBN 9789351508564 (epub) | ISBN 9789351508588 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Migration, Internal—India—History—21st century.

Classification: LCC HB2099 .I58 2016 | DDC 304.80954—dc23 LC record

available at http://lccnloc.gov/2015049017

ISBN: 978-93-515-0857-1 (HB)

The SAGE Team: Supriya Das, Guneet Kaur Gulati and Rajinder Kaur



Internal
Migration
in
Contemporary
INDIA



Bulk Sales
SAGE India offers special discounts
for purchase of books in bulk.
We also make available special imprints

and excerpts from our books on demand.

For orders and enquiries, write to us at

Marketing Department
SAGE Publications India Pvt Ltd
B1/1-1, Mohan Cooperative Industrial Area
Mathura Road, Post Bag 7
New Delhi 110044, India

E-mail us at marketing@sagepub.in

Get to know more about SAGE
Be invited to SAGE events, get on our mailing list.
Write today to marketing@sagepub.in

This book is also available as an e-book.
& 3




BPL
BTAD
BTC
CAGR
CBR
CDR
CMR
GSDP
HE
HYV
IAS
ICDS
IHD
1T
ILP
IMDT
IMR
JMI
JNNURM
KAS
LAMP
MGNREGA

MPCE
MWS
NCR
NCRL
NCEUS

NER

List of Abbreviations

Below Poverty Line

Bodoland Territorial Area District
Bodoland Territorial Council

Compound Annual Growth Rate

Crude Birth Rate

Crude Death Rate

Convention of Migrant Workers

Gross State Domestic Product

Higher Education

High Yielding Variety

Indian Administrative Services

Integrated Child Development Scheme
Institute for Human Development

Indian Institute of Technology

Inner Line Permit

Illegal Migration Determination by Tribunal
Infant Mortality Rate

Jamia Millia Islamia

Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission
Kashmir Administrative Services

Learning and Migration Programme
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act

Monthly per Capita Expenditure

Muslim Women'’s Survey

National Capital Region

National Commission on Rural Labour
National Commission for Enterprises in the
Unorganized Sector

North Eastern Region



Xiv  INTERNAL MIGRATION IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

NEIGRIHMS North Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of

NELM
NESC&H
NEFES

NIT
NRLM
NSSO
NSDP
NTFPs
NUEPA

OBC
PDS
PG
PPA
PPP
PSM
PURA
RAY
RGIIM
RSBY
SCs
SECMOL

SSA
STs
TISS
ULB
UPR
UPAS

Health and Medical Sciences

New Economics of Labour Migration

North East Support Centre & Helpline
Non-farm Sector

National Institute of Technology

National Rural Livelihoods Mission

National Sample Survey Organisation

Net State Domestic Product

Non-Timber Forest Products

National University of Educational Planning and
Administration

Other Backward Classes

Public Distribution System

Paying Guest

Participatory Poverty Assessment
Public-Private Partnership

Purposive Sampling Method

Provision of Urban Amenities in Rural Areas
Rajiv Awas Yojana

Rajiv Gandhi of Indian Institute of Management
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana

Schedule Castes

Students’ Educational and Cultural Movement of
Ladakh

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

Scheduled Tribes

Tata Institute of Social Sciences

Urban Local Bodies

Usual Place of Residence

Usual Principle Activity Status



Acknowledgements

This book is the outcome of a collective engagement with India’s
fascinating and complex transformation, and many individuals and
institutions have contributed significantly in this collective journey. While
there exist many significant contributions that look at India’s remarkable
journey from diverse vantage points, this book is about internal migration
in contemporary India and its manifold linkages with the dynamics of
development. First and foremost, I would like to thank Dr G. Mohan
Gopal, Director, Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Contemporary Studies (RGICS),
for initiating and supporting this endeavour. He not only took an active
interest in the study, but also contributed to it significantly through his
incisive comments and suggestions. This study was prepared under the
aegis of the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Contemporary Studies. However,
the institute does not necessarily subscribe to the views expressed here.
I am grateful to Dr Reshmi Banerjee, the coordinator of the project at
the RGICS, New Delhi, for all her support and help in organizing the
study as well as the two-day national conference at RGICS, in which
the papers were presented and discussed. Dr Rakhee Bhattacharya, with
whom my association predates our association with our respective current
institutions, took over the coordination of the project at a critical stage, and
I am thankful to her for all her constructive comments and unwavering
support.

I am truly grateful to the scholars who have contributed to this book.
In spite of the constraints of time, all of them responded favourably to
our request for submission of the papers well in time and also participated
in the conference where all the papers were presented. In particular,
I am grateful to eminent scholar late Dr Surjit Singh, whose untimely
death has left a void in the academic world. A keen observer of rural
transformation in India, Dr Singh was generous enough to share his
insights and comments on various aspects of this work.

I am grateful to the Economic and Political Weekly and its editor for
the permission to include the work of Thapan, Singh and Sreekumar



XVi INTERNAL MIGRATION IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

(Chapter 3), an earlier version of which appeared in the journal. Various
scholars and representatives from civil society, NGOs, trade unions,
politicians and others, who actively participated and commented upon
the papers presented in the conference, have significantly contributed
to the development of several ideas presented in the book. Although
it would not be possible to thank them all individually, I would like to
place on record my gratitude to Professors T.S. Papola, Atul Sarma,
Saraswati Raju, S. Irudya Rajan, Soumendra Patnaik, R. Vijay, Anuradha
Banerjee, Partho Ghosh, Jesim Pais, Neetha N. Pillai and Shareena Banu
for their participation, comments and observations. I am grateful to the
parliamentarians—MTr Oscar Fernandez (Karnataka), Mr Bhakta Charan
Das (Odisha), Mr Manicka Tagore (Tamil Nadu) and Mr Hamdullah
Sayeed (Lakshadweep)—who took time out of their busy schedule to listen
to various scholars and also presented their own insights on various aspects
of migration. Last but not the least, I would like to acknowledge the support
of my students at the Centre for the Study of Regional Development,
JNU—Dinesh K. Nayak, Nishikant Singh, Rukmini Thapa, Satyam Kumar
Yadav and Abha Gupta—whose support was crucial for the completion
of the study. I am also grateful to the editorial team at SAGE, New Delhi
for their excellent support and help.

While no single book might be adequate to understand the complexities
associated with internal migration, if this collection could contribute a little
in carrying forward the struggle to make migration a more inclusive and less
painful experience for the poor and the marginalized, it would be a great
satisfaction to me and all those who were involved in this humble effort.

Deepak K. Mishra
New Delhi, December, 2015



Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures

List of Abbreviations
Acknowledgements

CHAPTER 1

Introduction: Internal Migration in Contemporary India—An
Overview of Issues and Concerns

Deepak K. Mishra

CHAPTER 2
Nature of Migration and Its Contribution to India’s Urbanization
R.B. Bhagat

CHAPTER 3

Women’s Mobility and Migration: An Exploratory Study of
Muslim Women Migrants in Tamia Nagar. Delhi
Meenakshi Thapan, Anshu Singh and Nidhitha Sreekumar

CHAPTER 4

Migration and Marginalization: A Study of North East Migrants
in Delhi

Babu P. Remesh

CHAPTER 5
Labour Migration in the North East
S. Irudaya Rajan and Rikil Chyrmang

CHAPTER 6
Educational Migration among Ladakhi Youth
Elizabeth Williams-Oerberg

26

47

71

96

154



Vi INTERNAL MIGRATION IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

CHAPTER 7

Migration in Agrarian Classes: A Study Based on Nine Villages

in Andhra Pradesh 180
R. Vijay

CHAPTER 8
Migration from Contemporary Bihar 204
Amrita Datta

CHAPTER 9
Migration and Punjab: Some Perceptions 222
Surjit Singh

CHAPTER 10
Seasonal Migration from Odisha: A View from the Field 263
Deepak K. Mishra

CHAPTER 11

Internal Labour Migration in India: Emerging Needs

of Comprehensive National Migration Policy 291
Anjali Borhade

About the Editor and Contributors 337
Index 340



|

1.2

1.3

2:1

2.2

23

24

25

2.6
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5

5.6

List of Tables

Percentage of internal and international migrants based
on place of last residence, India, 1971-2001

Size and growth rates of migrant populations by type of
movement, India, 1971-2001

Size and growth rates of migrant populations by migration
stream, India, 1971-2001

Percentage of internal and international migrants based
on place of last residence, India 1971-2008

Per cent distribution of migration by steams of migration
and gender, 2007-08, India (all duration)

Per cent distribution of migration by distance categories
and steams of migration 2007-08, India (all duration)
Reasons of migration into rural and urban areas by gender,
India, 2007-08

Birth, death and natural increase rate per 1,000 population
by rural and urban areas, 1971-80 to 2001-10, India birth,
rural and urban areas

Contribution of the components of urban growth, India,
1971-2011

Projected population in the North East, 2020

State-wise literacy rate, 1951-2011

Educational development infrastructure index and its rank,
2010-11

Enrolment in higher education by stages, 2001-02 to
2005-06

Total number of universities in the North East and girl
enrolment, 2011-12

State-wise annual exponential growth rate of net state
domestic product (NSDP) at constant (2004-05) prices,
(1981-82to0 2011-12)

10

32

33

34

34

41
41
99
100
101

102

104

106



3.7
5.8
59
5.10
5.11

5.12
5.13

5.14
5.15
5.16
17
5.18
5.19
5.20
A5.1
A5.2
A5.3
A5.4
A5.5
A5.6
2l

752

7:3

7.4

7.5

INTERNAL MIGRATION IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

Sectoral allocation of expenditure to total development

in the North East in the 11th Five-year Plan, 2007-12
Growth in employment, 1983-94, 1994-2000 and 2004-10
Population by age group, 2011

Trends of public and private employment in the organized
sector, 1981-2011

Distribution of workers as cultivators, agricultural
labourers and other workers

Unemployment in the North East (per cent of labour force)
Average daily wages for rural casual workers engaged

in public and non-public works (rupees)

Net migrants rate (1991-2001)

Reasons for migration, 2007-08

Uses of remittances in selected north-eastern states, 2007-08
Uses of remittances in North East, 2007-08

Migration by place of last residence

Reasons for migration

Uses of household remittances

Socio-economic profile of the north-eastern region
Estimated birth rate, death rate, natural growth rate and
infant mortality rate, 1997-2010 (selected years)

Number of persons living Below Poverty Line (BPL),
1983-84 to 2004-05

Distribution of usually employed by category of
employment (rural/urban), 1993-94 to 2004-05

Usual principal status unemployment rate among

the youth

Distribution (per 1,000) of migrants in different MPCE
quintile class for each state

Location, number of households and sources of irrigation
in the surveyed villages

Distribution of owned and operated area in the study
villages (land in acres)

Principal crops cultivated in the surveyed villages

(land in acres)

The distribution of households and owned land in
different study villages

Migration rates HHs and individuals

111
113
114
115

117
118

119
121
125
126
127
133
134
134
137
139
142
144
146
149
184
185
188

190
193



7.6

7

7.8

7.9

A7.1
A7.2

8.1

9.1
9.2
9.3
9.4
9.5
9.6

9:7

9.8

9.9

9.10
9.11
9.12
9.13
9.14
9.15
9.16
9.17

9.18

List of Tables ix

Distribution of migrant households over classes in

the study village 193
Correlation coefficient between percentage of households
witnessing at least one migrant and different classes 194
Distribution of households with at least one migrant over
classes in the surveyed villages 195
Options open to agricultural labour households and poor
peasantry in the surveyed villages 199

Land-based importance of NCPHs in the surveyed villages 201
Distribution of leased-in area and leased-out area across the

study village (land in acres) 202
Workers disaggregated by sex and residential status,

age 15-59 years 206
Decadal change in population: Punjab 223
Some features 225
Trend in migration in Punjab 227
Trend in urban migration in Punjab 229
Trend in rural migration in Punjab 230

Migration streams for top ten states for intrastate
migration by last residence (duration 0-9 years) in

India: 2001 231
Migration profile (0-9 years) Punjab: 2001 233
Reasons for migration in Punjab: 2001 235
Proportion of migrants (per 1,000) 237
Distribution (per 1,000) of migrants by educational level 238
Migration rate (per 1,000 persons) 240
Migration rate (per 1,000 persons) in different MPCE

quintile class: Punjab 241
Distribution (per 1,000) of migrants by nature of movements

in Punjab 242
Distribution (per 1,000) of internal migrants by four types

of rural-urban migration streams 243
Per 1,000 distribution of migrants by location of last usual

place of residence 244
Distribution (per 1,000) of migrants by reason for migration:
Punjab 247
Distribution (per 1,000) of migrants by their usual principal
activity status before and after migration: Punjab 248

Number of return migrants per 1,000 migrants 250



X  INTERNAL MIGRATION IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA

9.19
9.20

9.21

9:22

9.23
9.24
9.25

10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4
10.5
10.6

10.7
10.8
10.9
10.10
10.11

11.1

Number of out-migrants per 1,000 persons (rural)

Per 1,000 distribution of out-migrants by present place of

residence

Distribution (per 1,000) of out-migrants by reason for
out-migration

Number of economically active (per 1,000)
out-migrants

Number of remitter out-migrants (per 1,000)

Net migration rate (per 1,000 of population)

Impact of labour migration on wage rate for different
agricultural operations in Punjab: 2011

Poverty in Odisha and India, 1973-74 to 2004-05
Seasonal migrants, all states/UTs

Seasonal migration, Odisha (rural)

Seasonal migration, region-wise Odisha (rural)
Seasonal migrants by social category, Odisha (rural)
Seasonal migrants, by destination during longest

spell (rural)

Seasonal migrants, by household type (rural)

Seasonal migrants, by total land possessed (rural)
Short-term migrants, by literacy status (rural)
Seasonal migrants, by UPAS of those in labour force at
origin (rural)

Seasonal migrant households in different MPCE decile
classes

Existing central/state government policies and
programmes for migrants

250

251

254

255
256
256

259
269
273
273
274
274

275
275
276
276
277
277

314



241
5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4
55
5.6
5:7
5.8
59
5.10
8.1
8.2
83
8.4
8.5
10.1

List of Figures

Percentage of migrants in selected million plus cities
Average annual exponential growth rate of population,
1951-61 to 2001-11

Sectoral share to the total North East NSDP, 1980-81
to 2011-12

Public and private employment in the organized sector,
1981-2011

Distribution of land possessed (area in hectare) (in per cent)
Mean age

Percentage distribution by religion

Percentage distribution by social groups

Percentage distribution by religion

Percentage distribution by social group

Percentage distribution by language spoken

Sources of income for non-migrating households
Sources of income for migrating households
Destination: Rural or urban

Where do migrant workers go?

Distribution of migrant workers by state

Seasonal migration in India: NSS regions

39

98

109

116
123
123
124
124
131
132
132
207
208
211
211
212
268



1

Introduction: Internal Migration
in Contemporary India—An
Overview of Issues and Concerns

Deepak K. Mishra

Introduction

Migration is expected to increase as a result of economic growth. The
relatively low migration rate in India that has been widely discussed
in the literature was expected to be replaced by the new dynamics of
migration and urbanization, particularly after the neo-liberal economic
reforms. However, notwithstanding some discernible changes in mobility
patterns in urban settings, the expected transformation of migration is not
yet visible, at least in the macro-context. On the one hand, expansion of
economic opportunities for some has expanded the aspirations for many,
and there has been a desire for economic betterment that has induced
many to migrate. On the other hand, there have been new barriers,
vulnerabilities and anxieties for the migrants. Increasing the scope for
some migrants to access jobs anywhere in India has to be seen along
with rising tides of chauvinist, anti-migrant and nativist politics in many
parts of India. Increasing violence against women, both in urban and
rural areas, often as a reaction to the increasing visibility and mobility of
women, is another crucial dimension having significant implications for
migrants and their well-being. Further, the continuing significance of the
informal economy, recruitments based on caste and kinship networks,
labour bondages of various kinds and exploitative labour relations even in
globally integrated sectors necessitate further probing of the constitutive
contexts of migration decisions.



