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WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT
UOF THE TRANSPLANTATION SOCIETY

~

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the Council of the Transplantation Society to the Twelfth
" International Congress of the Transplantation Society. This is the first time the Western Hemisphere Congress has been held
outside the United States, and we are all especially pleased that the exciting and vital city of Sydney has been selected as the
venue for this Congress.

Over the past several years the growth in knowledge of transplantation immunobiology and the clinical application of organ
transplantation has been exponential. This expansion in knowledge and activity makes this Congress especially important to
define, identify, and clarify areas of progress, as well as problems toward which we should focus our attention. To this end,
Professor A.G. Ross Sheil and his Local Organizing Committee have prepared an extraordinary program that covers the latest
advances'and current status of all aspects of transplantation and related immunobiology. Equal emphasis has been placed on
basic science advances and the latest clinical application of organ transplantation. Material from over. 1600 submitted abstracts

‘has been used as the basis for this extraordinary program.

An additional feature of the Twelfth International Congress is that it is being held in Sydney during Australia’s 200th
birthday anniversary. This is a unique time to visit this special country and to enjoy the warm and gracious hospitality of the
Australian government and the Australian people.

Anthony P. Monaco, M.D.
President, The Transplantation Society.



WELCOME FROM THE LOCAL
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The Local Organizing Committee welcomes you warmly to Sydney. This is the first occasion that the Biennial Congress has
. been held in Australia or jn the Southern Hemisphere. We are a little sad that the traditional Congress month of August is one
of the Southern Hemlsphere winter months. We would much have preferred you to enjoy our country in the Spring, Summer or
Autumn. R

Our attempt to move the Congress into the Australian Springtime in September was ill-fated. The dates originally (in 1984)
chosen for the Congress were in September 1988 and it eventuated that they coincided with the 1988 Jewish High Holy Days.
This became known to us in 1986 and it was necessary to revert to the August dates, as, by the time the error had been
discovered and because of heavy bookings resulting from the Australian Bicentennial celebrations, the only available dates
remaining in 1988 were in August.

For a time, the change of Congress dates from September seemed beneficial in an unexpected way. We learned that an
exciting new Convention Center was to be built in the Darling Harbour area of Sydney. The completion date was to be in
January 1988, and the Center would be openzd as part of the Australian Bicentenary Celebrations. With delight we booked in
here for the International Congress in August. However, this was not to be. We monitored the building process closely but it
became progressively more obvious that the opening date for the new Convention Center would not be met and that the possible
opening was moving closer and closer to our Congress dates. Finally, by the end of 1987, we determined that the Congress
would have to be field in our backup facilities which are at the Convention Area of Centrepoint and the State Theatre. Even so,
Registrants at the Twelfth International Congress will experience the new Darling Harbour complex as two of the important
Congress functions are to take place there. We shall do our utmost to see that registrants do not become confused between the
two areas. Please note that the Twelith International Congress is NOT sited in Darling Harbour. It is sited at the Convention
Area of Centrepoint and the State Theatre in Sydney City.

The prime objective of your Local Organizing Committee was to plan a Congress of the highest scientific standard. To this
end, we have invited 80 leading authorities in all the disciplines related to transplantation biology and clinical practice to
address the Congress in Plenary and Symposium Sessions. We have done our best to eliminate duplication or unnecessary
overlap of presentations. The Plenary Sessions for the first four days review the advancing frontiers of transplantation biology.
The Plenary Sessions on the closing day of the Congress present the “State of the Art” of clinical transplantation. The speakers
in these Sessions have been given the difficult job of including an assessment of presentations at Congress. We are indebted to
Professor Sir Gustav Nossal for agreeing to address the registrants in the closing Plenary Session. On all mornings of the
Congress, the Symposium sessions highlight the topics of greatest general interest in each of the various sections.

The Committee also has cautiously taken the step of providing parallel sessions each day in the various sections within
transplantation immunology and practice. We believe that by providing sessions for each of the research or clinical sections on
each day, the Congress will continue to be the major forum for presentation for all the sections. That is, we have endeavored to
provide daily involvement for clinicians and scientists primarily committed in the areas of immunobiology, tissue matching,
immunosuppression and of the organs kidney, liver, heart, heart/lung and lung, pancreas, pancreatic islets and bone marrow.
We have included areas of evolving transpiantation and transplantation within the central nervous system and of peripheral
nerves. We have done this in:the full recognition that there will be many clashes of interests for the registrants. We can do
nothing but apologize for this but remain optimistic that all registrants will be fully occupied each day with sessions of prime
interest for each individual.

There were a record 1597 abstracts submitted for consideration. These were judged by the International Abstract Selection
Committee. In all, 1427 (89%) abstracts were selected, 467 for oral presentation and 970 for Poster presentation. However, it
must be realized that the abstracts selected for oral presentation were not always selected according to the overall rating of the
International Abstract Selection Committee; some of the abstracts selected for presentation in less commonly grafted organs
rated less well than did many abstracts submitted in the areas of commonly transplanted organs. Even so, the Committee
decided that selection to fill out all the sessions was preferable to the provision of multiple concurrent sessions involving the
" most common organs and resulting in impossible clashes. That is, we felt that registrants could only physically be in one place at
one time.

The net result is that the Posters are the major form of communication at this Congress. We have provided generous times for
poster viewing. Each poster will be mounted for at least two full days of the Congress.

There was another important aspect to our planning. From the inception, we aimed to ensure a large registration and to meet
what we believe is one of the prime functions of the Biennial International Congresses, to promote social interaction between
the registrants. We recognized that the International Congresses provide rare opportunities for many Society members,
particularly younger members and those from developing countries, to meet with each other and with the other Society



members including leaders in the various fields. We also knew that the cost of the social functions has sometimes meant that
many registrants have not attended these events. For these reasons we pursued an active publicity campaign, kept the Congress
registration fees as low as possible, and included as many social events as could be managed within the registration fees.

Other decisions of the Local Organizing Committee relate to the Pre-Congress Educational Course and the Post-Congress
Workshop on Organ Preservation and Immunosuppression. The bringing together of world authorities in all the different areas
seemed too good a chance to miss for an educational course. The Pre-Congress Educational Course on all aspects of tissue and
organ transplantation is exciting and has been well subscribed. The presentations will be published. The Local Organizing
Committee thanks the world leaders presenting at this Course, all of whom are doing this in an honorary capacity. We also
planned the Post-Congress Workshops to be in North Queensland so that those registrants involved in the disciplines of
immunosuppression and organ preservation (that is, the great majority of registrants) would, at the same time as consolidating
and advancing knowledge in these areas, have the opportunity to visit and see the wonders of the Australian Great Barrier Reef
and of our tropical rainforests.

So now the work is done. The Local and General Organizing Committees thank wholeheartedly the members of the
International Abstract Selection Committee for their prompt assessment of the abstracts; also, Mr Charles Page of the
Computer Department at St Mary’s Hospital in London for analysis of the marks. We are grateful to the Societies,
Foundations and Corporations for their support of the International Congress and in particular the Sandoz Company in
Switzerland, the United States of America and Australia who were our major sponsors. We also pay tribute to the help and
interest afforded by the President of the Society, A.P. Monaco, the Secretaries M.L. Wood and R.F.M. Wood, the Treasurers
F.T. Rapaport and A. Ting and, through them, the Councillors.

As far as we can judge the scientific aspects of the Congress will be of the highest standard. Just as this will be determined by
the registrants, so will the enjoyment of the social functions. We have set the scene and now hand over to you, the registrants, to
ensure that the Twelfth International Congress is memorable.

AGR Sheil
On behalf of The Local and General Organizing Committees.
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