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Abstract

The Chinese Nation, with her age-old historical and
cultural traditions, boasts a brilliant past which can be mainly
displayed by the Chinese characters handed down from
generation to generation. As one of the three oldest character
systems in the world, Chinese characters are used by the
world’s largest population. Chinese characters, symbolizing
the unity of the Chinese Nation, have written her 5000
years civilization, borne the weight of brilliant Chinese culture
and embodied the crystallization of the Chinese Nation’s
wisdom. Among these, human body-part characters reflect the
ancients’ self-cognition. Takeing Shuowen Jiezi (hereafter
abbreviated as Shuowen ) as the text and through a careful
comparison and examination of  previous academic
achievements, this study first makes a careful identification
and a systemic classification of human body-part characters.,
and then conducts a textual criticism by evidences. By
comparing with Bone and Bronze inscriptions as well as
referring to the various viewpoints of previous and

contemporary experts, we finally come to a conclusion to the
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original meanings of those pictographs, associative compounds
and self-explanatory characters. As for pictophonetic
characters, we've collected as many pictophonetic characters
as possible bearing the same phonetic signs, and examine
whether these characters have any meaningful relationships
with their phonetic signs. These characters are then compared,
analyzed and calculated against vocabulary items in Modern
Chinese and we observe how they came to be replaced in
Modern Chinese.

This book consists of 5 parts:

Introduction: this part deals with the purposes and tasks
of this study, literature review, theoretical foundation and
research method.

Chapter 1: this part makes a definition and a classification
of human body-part characters in Shuowen.

Chapter 2; This part divides into six subsections, i. e.,
characters in “body” semantic field, “head” semantic field,
“neck” semantic field, “upperlimb” semantic field, “trunking”
and “lowerlimb” semantic fields. Using a textual criticism by
evidences, this part also examines those characters’ original
meanings, their source of meaning, and their transferred
meaning, etc.

Chapter3: this part makes a classification of those
charcters according to the theory of “Liushu”. Compared with
Modern Chinese, we examine in what way they have been
replaced in Modern Chinese.

Conclusion: besides summing up the course of this study,



this part also points out its weaknesses as well as possibly
deeper research that waits to be done.

The book is significant in at least 4 aspects. Firstly, this
book takesShuowen as the text and makes a categorization of
human body-part characters through careful comparison and
reference to previous academic results. Secondly, identifying
the graphemes wrongly explained wrong in Shuowen, we
conduct textual criticism by evidences the ancient graphemes
before Shuowen, and discuss the different viewpoints.
Thirdly, this study comes up with 151 human body-part
characters in total, and examines their meanings based on a

i

reasonable classification of “Liushu” and of their diferent
semantic fields. Comparing with vocabulary items in Modern
Chinese, we examine how they have been replaced in Modern
Chinese. Lastly, through an exhaustive textual criticism of

concrete items by evidences, we aim at providing fundamental

material for the vocabulary study of Ancient Chinese.
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