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Shaping Modern Shanghai

Shaping Modern Shanghai provides a new understanding of colonialism in
China through a fresh examination of Shanghai’s International Settlement.
This was the site of key developments of the Republican period: economic
growth, rising Chinese nationalism and Sino-Japanese conflict. Managed by
the Shanghai Municipal Council (1854-1943), the International Settlement
was beyond the control of the Chinese and foreign imperial governments.
Jackson defines Shanghai’s unique, hybrid form of colonial urban govern-
ance as transnational colonialism. The Council was both colonial in its struc-
tures and subject to colonial influence, especially from the British empire, yet
autonomous in its activities and transnational in its personnel. This is the first
in-depth study of how this unique body functioned on the local, national and
international stages, revealing the Council’s impact on the daily lives of the
city’s residents and its contribution to the conflicts of the period, with impli-
cations for the fields of modern Chinese and colonial history.

ISABELLA JACKSON is Assistant Professor in Chinese History at Trinity
College Dublin, having previously held positions at the Universities of Oxford
and Aberdeen. She has published her research in Modern Asian Studies and
in edited collections on Chinese treaty ports, Britain and China, the Scottish
experience in Asia and the ‘habitable city’ in China.
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Note on Chinese Usage

Chinese names of places and people are Romanised using the standard pinyin
form in most cases except where the transliteration in contemporary use is the
only form available or the preferred form, primarily for personal names such
as for Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi). Where appropriate and possible, Chinese
characters are also provided in the main text and index for clarity.
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