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Achievements of China’s Space Exploration > )
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On October 12, 2005, China launched its second manned spaceship, Shenzhou VI, sending
two spacemen into space. It was the second time that our country had sent up manned spaceship
after Shenzhou V. China has become the third country to send spacemen to space after the Soviet
Union and the USA.

Shenzhou VI lifted off on a Long March 2F rocket from Jiuquan, Gansu Province. Two
spacemen Fei Junlong and Nie Haisheng traveled around the earth 80 times in 115 hours and 32
minutes and landed safely in the Inner Mongolian grasslands on October 17, 2005.

The spaceship has three modules( K f{ifit): the orbital module where scientific experiments
like testing space foods and drinks are done, the re-entry capsule where the spacemen spent most of
their time and the service module, which has fuel, air and other technical equipments in it.

Unlike Yang Liwei’s space trip two years ago, Fei and Nie went up and down between the
modules for scientific experiments. For the first time, they took off their space suits and moved
around in the modules freely. From space, Fei and Nie could make long-distance calls to their
families at the launch center. Nie’s daughter even sang “Happy Birthday” to her Dad during the
phone call.

Our country launched Shenzhou VII at 21:10 on September 25th, 2008. On 27th, the spaceman
Zhai Zhigang finished China’s first space walk. China has become the third country to walk in
space. June 11, 2013 was another big day for Chinese space exploration. Shenzhou X, China’s fifth
manned spacecraft, was sent into space. Three astronauts, Nie Haisheng, 49, Zhang Xiaoguang,
47, and Wang Yaping, 33, stayed in space for 15 days. The Shenzhou XI manned spacecraft was
launched at 7:30 from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in Northwest China on October 17,
2016, carrying two astronauts—50-year-old Jing Haipeng and 38-year-old Chen Dong. China is
planning to build its space station about in 2022.

1. Which countries have sent spacemen into space so far?
A. China, UK and USA.
B. China, the Soviet Union and UK.
C. China, USA and Japan.
D. China, the Soviet Union and USA.

2. How long did Fei Junlong and Nie Haisheng travel around the earth?
A. About 4 days. B. About 5 days.
C. About 6 days. D. About 7 days.



3. We can infer Fei and Nie had foods and drinks in in the spaceship.
A. the orbital module
B. the service module
C. the re-entry capsule
D. the launch center
4. Which statement is NOT RIGHT according to the passage?
A. Fei and Nie took off their space suits and moved around in Shenzhou VI freely.
B. Zhai Zhigang finished China’s first space walk on September 27th, 2008.
C. Nie Haisheng spent his 41th birthday in the spaceship in 2005.

D. China has built its first space station and is planning to build the second one.
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It was the second time that our country had sent up manned spaceship after Shenzhou V.
XIRAE RIS Z R FRE S O N .
China has become the third country to walk in space.
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Dujiangyan is the oldest man-made water system in the world, and a wonder in the de-
velopment of Chinese science. Built over 2,200 years ago in what is now Sichuan Province
in Southwest China, this amazing engineering achievement is still used today to irrigate over
6,000 square kilometers of farmland, take away floodwater and provide water for 50 cities in
the province.

In ancient times, the region in which Dujiangyan now stands suffered from regular floods
caused by overflow from the Minjiang River. To help the victims of the flooding, Li Bing, the
region governor, together with his son, decided to find a solution. They studied the problem and
discovered that the river most often overflowed when winter snow at the top of the nearby Mount
Yulei began to melt as the weather warmed.

The simplest fix was to build a dam, but this would have ruined the Minjiang River. So instead
Li designed a series of channels built at different levels along Mount Yulei that would take away the
floodwater while leaving the river flowing naturally. Better still, the extra water could be directed to
the dry Chengdu Plain, making it suitable for farming.

Cutting the channels through the hard rock of Mount Yulei was a remarkable accomplish-
ment as it was done long before the invention of gunpowder and explosives. Li Bing found another
solution. He used a combination of fire and water to heat and cool the rocks until they cracked and
could be removed. After eight years of work, the 20-meter-wide canals had been carved through the
mountain.

Once the system was finished, no more floods occurred and the people were able to live
peacefully and happily. Today, Dujiangyan is admired by scientists from around the world because
of one feature. Unlike modern dams where the water is blocked with a huge wall, Dujiangyan still
lets water flow through the Minjiang River naturally, enabling ecosystems and fish populations to
exist in harmony.

1. What are the benefits of Dujiangyan according to the first paragraph?
A. Reducing flooding and watering farmland.
B. Protecting the mountain and reducing flooding.
C. Watering farmland and improving water quality.

D. Drying the river and supplying cities with water.



2. What was the main cause of the Minjiang River’s flooding?
A. Heavy rain. B. Melting snow.
C. Low river banks. D. Steep mountains.
3. How was Li Bing able to break through the rocks of Mount Yulei?
A. By using gunpowder.
B. By flooding the rocks with water.
C. By applying a heating and cooling technique.
D. By breaking the rocks with hammers and spades.
4. Why is Dujiangyan greatly admired by scientists today?
A. It preserves much of the natural river life.
B. It took very little time to complete the project.
C. The building techniques used were very modern.

D. It has raised the living standards of the local people.
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Dujiangyan is the oldest man-made water system in the world, and a wonder in the development of

Chinese science.
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Once the system was finished, no more floods occurred and the people were able to live peacefully
and happily.
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China has been the birthplace of many of the world’s greatest inventions. It was, for example,
the first country to produce paper money. Before the invention of paper money and coins, people
used many different kinds of things for buying and selling. 1 This exchange of goods and
services for other goods and services is called bartering(¥) )35 He).

2 In 1200 BC, people in China began to use shells(Jl5%) as money. Usually the
shells used as money were very small. This made it easier for people to carry money over long
distances, and allowed for trade to develop between different parts of the country.

In the years which followed this invention, many other countries around the world began to do
the same. 3
The next development was in 1000 BC, when China started making bronze and copper shells.
It wasn’t long before the Chinese made round coins out of metal. 4 By 500 BC, metal
coins had begun to appear in countries like Persia and Greece, and later in the Roman Empire.
About 1,000 years later, leather was used as money in China, and in 806 AD, the first paper
banknotes were produced by the Chinese people. 5
A. As time went by, trade between countries increased.
B. People also began collecting foreign coins as souvenirs.
C. They also used tiny shells as money for buying and selling.
D. It was still many years before paper currency appeared in Europe.
E. However, as economies developed, such exchanges became impractical.
F. During that time, for example, buying a chicken might cost several potatoes.

G. The very first coins often had holes in them so that people could string them together.
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This made it easier for people to carry money over long distances.
AR AMNTRENS B2 2 M IR 4517 1%
It wasn’t long before the Chinese made round coins out of metal.
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The abacus was invented on the basis that Chinese used the counting—rod(ﬁ%—‘) for a
long period. In ancient times, people used small sticks to count. Later, with the development of
productivity, the amount requiring calculation was greater, and calculation with counting-rods
limited the calculation. Thus, people invented a more advanced counter—the abacus.

The abacus is rectangular with wooden frame on the four sides and small rods fixed inside
strung with wooden beads(¥k¥); a girder(f5#2) across the middle separates the abacus into two

parts: each rod has two beads on its upper part, each representing five, and five beads on the lower



