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Abstract

After the collapse of Soviet and East European socialist regime,
the cause of socialism suffered an unprecedented blow, while
capitalism headed by Britain and America, sustained economic growth
and showed considerable vitality instead of perishing, driven by a new
round of technological revolution. In this context, many influential
Marxist Schools have sprung up for a while in both Britain and
America where the research on Marxism appears to have done little
before, which makes Britain and America the main position of
Marxism researches in Western countries. Harvey, today’s thriving
Anglo-American important representative of Marxism who experienced
social unrest of the 1960s in western countries, was quite dissatisfied
with the capitalist society and then from a positivist research geologist
to Marxism. He actively applied Marxism to analyze and criticize the
issues of the contemporary capitalist society and devoted himself to
improving explanatory power of Marxism in today’s issue. During the
process, Harvey made a new contribution to the theory of Marxist
philosophy, thus became the leading figure of dialectics and
postmodern Marxism, two main Anglo-American Marxism schools.
Overall, Harvey’s contribution to Marxist philosophy can be reduced
to three points, namely, the reconstruction of Marxist dialectics, the
supplement of spatial theory of Marxism and the upgrade of historical
materialism. This book is divided into four parts and elaborates these
three contributions.

Chapter I combs Harvey’s thought development and his academic
achievement as a whole. This chapter first analyzes his historical
background and theory motivation from a positivist research geologist

to Marxism, then centers on dialectics and postmodern Marxism to
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explain Harvey’s theoretical horizon and academic thoughts. The introduction
of Harvey’s ideological course and his academic field provides overall
background for the study of Harvey’s contribution to Marxist philosophy.

Chapter II mainly explores Harvey’s first contribution to Marxist
Philosophy, that is, the reconstruction of Marxist dialectics. In Harvey’s
opinion, Marxist dialectics is an important method of analysis and study of
contemporary social issues, but there exists confusion and errors about the
understanding of dialectics. So he takes the principle of “process” as the
core, condenses the essence of Marxist dialectics to the five principles,
namely, the principle among process, flow and relationship, the principle of
integrity, the principle of inner contradictions, the principle of change and
the principle of “exploration of the possible world” . Harvey’s reconstruction
of dialectical theory illustrates the core category and the principle of Marxist
dialectics not only highlights the significance of the dialectic methodology but
enhances the critical and revolutionary spirit of Marxism.

Chapter III emphatically states Harvey’s second contribution to Marxist
Philosophy, that is, the supplement of spatial theory of Marxism. Since the
1960s, “space” has become an important category in the study of social
problems. As a scholar paying a long-term attention to the problems of
geography and space, Harvey found that contemporary capitalism practice
problem is closely related to that of the space, such as urbanization issues,
etc. , thus the “space” dimension has become important during the
interpretation and critique of contemporary capitalist society. However,
classical Marxist theory attaches more importance to the illustration of time
( historical ) dimension, relatively less concern about space problem.
Therefore, Harvey based on the inheritance and absorption of Marxism space-
time theory, has carried on the detailed analysis and explanation of “space” ,
and supplements the detailed spatial theory to Marxism by way of the space

category to analyze specific phenomenon in the contemporary capitalist



society. Harvey’s spatial theory not only increases the times of Marxism but
strengthens the explanatory and critical power in today’s issue of capitalism.

Chapter 1V elaborates Harvey’s second contribution to Marxist
Philosophy, that is, the upgrade of historical materialism. Against that
background of the collapse of Soviet and East European socialist regime,
some bourgeois theorists propose that the modern capitalism has undergone
great changes and entered the post-modern or post-industrial era. As a result,
Marxist theory has been out of date. Harvey firmly opposed to this viewpoint
and believed that Marxism, especially historical materialism in today’s still
has great vitality. In Harvey’s view, many new changes have taken place in
contemporary capitalism; one of the important changes is reflected in the
space change, while contemporary Marxist theory is on the need to respond to
the change in contemporary capitalist society. But due to lack of space
dimensions for classical theory of historical materialism, it is not well
explained the new issues emerging in contemporary capitalist society.
Therefore, Harvey claims to introduce spatial dimension to historical
materialism, upgrades the classical theory of historical materialism as a
“ historical-geographic materialism” . Not only that, Harvey also applied
historical-geographic materialism to interpret the new phenomenon in today’s
capitalist society, especially made profound analysis of “the cultural logic of
late capitalism” , postmodernism. Harvey’s historical-geographic materialism
is of great significance to promote the research and deepen the understanding
of historical materialism. Guided by historical-geographic materialism,
Harvey analyzes and criticizes the contemporary Western societies, which also
has a positive enlightening significance for the improvement of the
understanding of the contemporary capitalist society.

It must be noted that, although Harvey made three contributions to
Marxist Philosophy, but to a certain extent, underestimated the classical

Marxist theory. He believes that classical Marxism by ignoring space problems
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can not fully explain the new phenomena of the contemporary capitalist
society, but does not know that Marx has already explicitly stated capital
transfers. Although Harvey theoretical study of space expands the Marxist
problem domain, it excessively exaggerates the importance of spatial thinking
due to the limitations of their own study, which leads to inadequate attention
on the historical law of social development in historical materialism. These
deficiencies are all we need to use for reference when we think about his
ideological achievement.

Keywords: Harvey; dialectics; postmodernism; space; historical-

geographic materialism
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