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4 THE BIG MATCH

The Big Match

Once, a group of boys decided to
play a proper soccer game. Each

one of them would bring something used in
professional matches. So one would bring
the ball, another the whistle, another the

goalposts , others the goalkeeper gloves,

the corner flags, etc....

But before the game started, while they
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QUALITY LIFE STORIES 1L

were picking the teams, there was a slight argument. They decided
that the boy who had brought the most important object would get
to pick the teams. Well, now they couldn’t decide which had been
the most important object, so they thought it would be best to just
start playing, using all the objects, and gradually get rid of what
people had brought, to see which things were truly indispensable .
The first thing they got rid of was the whistle, because the referee
could just shout instead. Then they fossed the goalkeeper gloves;
they managed to save the ball just as well without them. Neither
did they really notice when they stopped using the corner flags, nor
when they replaced the goalposts with a couple of bins . And so they
continued, until finally they replaced the football with an old tin, and

managed to keep playing...
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4 THE BIG MATCH

While they were playing with the tin, a man and his son passed
by. Seeing the boys playing like that, the man said to his son: “Look,
son. Learn from those kids over there. Without even a ball they’re
managing to play football, even though they’re never going to be
able to improve playing that way.”

The boys heard him say this, and realised that because of their
excessive pride and egofism, what could have been a great match had
turned into a shameful display, which they were hardly enjoying at
all. That moment, they decided to put their selfish opinions to one
side, and they agreed to start playing the match again, from the
start, and with all the proper equipment.

And it really was a great game. No one thought about who was
playing better or worse. Rather, they just concentrated on having fun

and improving their game.
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Balloon Acrobatics

The day finally arrived. It was time
for the great acrobatic balloon

competition. Every insect in the garden
had been training hard, and now they were
preparing to begin their routines. The balloon
competitions were always something really

special, since they could only happen after

the children of the house had had some big
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4 BALLOON ACROBATICS

party. There was only a short window of opportunity too, before the
parents came round to collect up the balloons.

Each time, the flying insects were favourites to win, because they
could grab the balloon strings and fly off in all directions, creating
all sorts of patterns in the air. However, on this occasion there were
some rather unusual insects taking part: a group of ants. Of course,
no one expected that they’d do anything special. They were so
light that no ant had ever bothered to take part, but it was quite
impressive to see all the ants all perfectly organised and prepared.

So the competition began, and the different insects took their
turns, performing beautiful manoeuvres with the balloons. As always,
the butterfly and the firefly left everyone amazed with their twist and
turns, and their wonderful colours. When it was time for the ants to

perform, it seemed like the competition had already been decided.
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QUALITY LIFE STORIES 1L

For the first time in living memory, the ants shared just one balloon
between them, and one by one they climbed up the balloon string,
forming a thin black thread of ants. When all the string was covered,
the last ant climbed over his teammates to reach the balloon. Once
there, he climbed onto the top of the balloon.

This strange spectacle attracted everyone’s curiosity, and they were
just about to witness the most important moment: the ant opened
his jaws as wide as he could... and then he stabbed the balloon with
all his might!

Pssshhhhhhh!!!

The result was tremendous! The balloon began blowing out its air,

flying madly about, here and there, doing a thousand pirouette , while
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4 BALLOON ACROBATICS

the perfectly synchronised ants, made all kinds of beautiful shapes
out of the string.

Of course, that acrobatic flight ended with quite a hard landing,
but it didn’t matter. The originality and teamwork of the ant
performance was so impressive that the crowd didn’t even have to
vote for there to be a winner.

From then on, in that garden, everyone understood how much
could be achieved by working together. In the years to come, the
balloon competitions were full of displays carried out by teams, and
they put on some wonderful routines; something those individual

insects could never have achieved on their own.
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QUALITY LIFE STORIES 1L

Fleabags

ou know, they reckon Ken The
Wizard and Clive The Magician had
one of the best flea collections in world
history. Those fleas were the cleverest,
liveliest, strongest fleas of their era, and

most useful for all sorts of spells. Ken

and Clive never went anywhere without

at least a thousand fleas on them, always
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@ FLEABAGS

kept safely in one of their bizarre glass bags, so that everyone could
appreciate the fleas’ special qualities.

One time, Ken and Clive happened upon each other in a forest.
Chatting and joking, time passed by quickly and they realised that it
was so late that they would have to camp out in the forest that night.

While they were sleeping, Clive The Magician sneezed with such
magical violence that thousands of whitehot sparks shot out of his
nose. Ken and Clive had left their precious fleas on some leaves
for the night and, unfortunately, one of the sparks landed on a
leaf and the whole lot set alight. As the fire started spreading, the
two magicians continued sleeping, and their fleas began to look
decidedly nervous.

They were all terribly clever and strong, so each one of the fleas

thought of their own strategy to escape the fire. However, as they
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