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Preface

The competition law of the European Union has caught the attention of the world. The
European Union has emerged as one of the two major competition jurisdictions of the world (along
with the United States). Itis distinguished by its special efforts to check state restraints of trade, and
to integrate markets and prevent firms from re-partitioning them. Moreover, Europe’s embrace of a
version of the once uniquely American effects doctrine has paved the way for the European
Commission to prohibit international mergers that distort world competition.

Ideally, the competition law of the European Union should be understood in the context of
the greater body of European law and policy, including particularly the institutions, the systems of
enforcement, and the law on free movement of goods and services. The interconnections are
abundantly apparent in the larger volume, Bermann, Goebel, Davey and Fox, Cases and Materials on
European Union Law (2d ed. West 2002) (the “EU Casebook”), in which the competition materials
comprise Part IV. This volume is an offprint of Part IV alone, so that it may be used conveniently
for a stand-alone European competition course (with comparative references to U.S. antitrust law) or
as a foundation for an international and comparative competition seminar.

The page numbers in this volume are the same numbers that appear in the EU Casebook.
Cross-references are to pages in the EU Casebook, some of which are not included in this book.

The most important primary-source competition documents are reprinted at the end of the
volume. These documents bear the page numbers that appear in the Selected Documents volume
that accompanies the EU Casebook.

In the case edits, deletions of paragraphs are shown by three asterisks. Deletions of words
less than a full paragraph are shown by three dots. We have omitted case citations without
designating an omission.

The author thanks Professor Valentine Korah for many, invaluable conversations. She
thanks, also, her research assistants, Krzysztof D. Kuik, David P. Herlihy, James Harvey and John

Marco, and her secretarial assistant, Linda Smalls, for their excellent work.
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