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Preface

Given how divisive the issue of pornography in the second wave of
feminism has been, it is not surprising that it took the committed
effort of a great number of people to bring this book to fruition. I
want to thank all of them. Judith Butler’s wisdom was crucial to me in
thinking through how to be fair to the different points of view on
pornography. Wendy Brown’s generosity and intellectual integrity was
essential in helping me see through what compromises could be made
to make this volume as inclusive as it is. Ann Scales gave of her time to
do research on the aftermath of the Butler decision in Canada, thus
making sure that I accurately represented current Canadian Obscenity
Law. Norma Ramos was helpful in explaining why a Latina could
embrace anti-pornography legislation. Catharine MacKinnon threw
herself into the project and taught me a lot about what anti-
pornography feminism stands for. Donna Hughes played an
important role through her effort in collecting international materials.
Andrea Dworkin’s cooperation from the beginning of the project was
unyielding. It is this kind of sisterly cooperation that makes a project
like this possible. I would like to thank my editor, Tim Barton, for his
patience and understanding of the importance of putting together the
collection which we ultimatelv achieved

Teresa Brennan was vv 1uv siuc uniourn ail of the twists and turns
that this book took. Her devoted support and belief that a feminist
volume containing diverse views on pornography was possible, helped
me see the light of day. sne went way peyona ner responsibilities as a
series editor. From the beginning.orits concepuon, she embraced the
spirit of the collection, vviscas wousm svauan 10t only diverse perspec-
tives on pornography, but also voices which are not usually heard on
the topic, particularly perspectives from former colonial nations.
Teresa also graciously provided the translation for pieces which were
written in Spanish and had to be translated into English. Throughout
this process, she represented the best kind of support and sustenance.

Isabelle Barker, my assistant, in a very real sense took the journey
with me as we struggled together, not only to figure out what should
be included in the book, but also to discuss the differences between her
generation and mine about pornography. Isabelle spent months on the
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internet so we could reach organizations, such as the El Salvador Sex
Workers Union. Isabelle also helped me conceive of the overarching
structure of the collection and poured over book after book on porno-
graphy to help me select the materials. It is no exaggeration to say that
without her assistance, this book could not have gone forward. Her
own response to ‘Editing Pornography’ is included as an essay in this
volume because of the lessons she brought to this project and taught
me.

Evelyn Alsultany took over from Isabelle and saw the book through
its completion. Her dedication to the project was shown in her dili-
gence in taking care of all the nitty gritty details that a manuscript like
this demands. Our discussions about the complex relationship
between ethnic and national identity to questions of sexuality were
indispensable.

Dorchen Leidholdt was extraordinarily helpful in my search for
international materials. More importantly, she embraced the spirit I
was trying to achieve in the book which was that of respect for the
different views of the feminists on pornography in all their complexity.
Dorchen Leidholdt and my long-time friend, Mary Elizabeth
Bartholomew, are both anti-pornography feminists. Dorchen was one
of the founders of anti-pornography feminism and helped to con-
ceptualize it as a movement. Although we have often disagreed about
what role law should play in feminist struggles, including over exploit-
ation of women in the sex industry, we have been able to strengthen a
bond of alliance and cooperation that is so necessary if feminism is
able to embrace disagreement amongst women without taking such a
disagreement as a sign that the other side is no longer part of the
feminist community. It is the spirit of solidarity in the discussions
between Dorchen, Mary Elizabeth, and myself that sustains feminism.
Mary Elizabeth and Dorchen also represent the unflagging commit-
ment to the liberation of women without which a feminist movement
could not get off the ground. They are untiring fighters for the rights
of battered women. It is this day to day work in the trenches which

often goes unsung which I would like to recognize here by dedicating
this book to them. '

D.C.
New York City

November 1999
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