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Preface to series

The electron microscope has made its way from the research laboratories into
almost all fields of human medicine. In some disciplines, such as nephrology and
virology, it has already become an established and indispensable tool. In others,
such as oncology, it is rapidly becoming one.

The rapid expansion of electron microscopy in human medicine represents a
challenge to most medical institutions. Their electron microscopy laboratories are
often run by people without training in human pathology while most pathologists
lack ultrastructural experience.

The present series is the first comprehensive attempt to bridge this gap by
letting leading experts present the current state of the art in one all-embracing
endeavour. This kind of information has previously been scattered as numerous
papers in medical and nonmedical journals or books dealing with limited fields
only.

Electron Microscopy in Human Medicine should provide a solid foundation for
those who are in the process of building up experience in ultrastructural path-
ology, and also broaden the horizon of those with experience in one narrow area
of human electron microscopy. The series, furthermore, should present the
clinicians with a dynamic ultrastructural view of the diseases they deal with and
help them to decide when to save material for electron microscopical investiga-
tion.

Without the enthusiastic and idealistic support of all the authors of this series
and the excellent cooperation provided by the publishers and my hospital, the
editing of this venture would have been at best troublesome and at worst
impossible.

Oslo, 1977.
Jan Vincents Johannessen
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Preface

The kidney was one of the first human organs to attract the attention of electron
microscopists. This was due to several factors, one being the introduction of the
percutaneous needle biopsy, allowing the investigator to examine well-fixed
material, and another that several of the alterations taking place in human glome-
rular disorders were scarcely visible with the resolving power of the light micro-
scope, or not visible at all.

The section on the kidney was organized by Dr. Sakaguchi of Tokyo and Dr.
Churg of New York, working in close cooperation, and in collaboration with
their selected international group of coworkers.

Dr. Myron Tannenbaum was the obvious choice to deal with the ultrastruc-
tural pathology of renal tumors, lower urinary tract, and male genitalia, and,
similarly, Dr Henning Pedersen with regard to the spermatozoa, Dr. Alex
Ferenczy, and Professors Cecilia Fenoglio and Ralph Wynn with respect to
gynecological and obstetric pathology, and Professor Luciano Ozzello with
regard to the breast.

The outstanding selection of clinicians and pathologists in this volume de-
monstrates that the electron microscope is an important tool shared by laboratory
doctors and clinicians.

Oslo, 1979.
Jan Vincents Johannessen
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