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During the late 19" and early 20" century, the Qing Dynasty
was stepping from the declining to decaying phase. The feudal
educational system which had lasted for several thousand years was
beginning to collapse, and the new system was sprouting gradually.
The imperial examinations were abolished; the education concept
“traditional Chinese values aided with modern Western ideology” was

set; various educational revolutions were carried out one after

b

another; the new educational systems were worked out and enacted.

All these policies and measures about educational innovation,
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promoted the coming out of new thoughts and spread the capitalistic
education theories. Intellectuals at that period of time became to
consider their situations and future directions in their academic fields.
The policies and measures also motivated the development of English
education. English teaching was firstly introduced into China by
churchmen in early 19" century, developed in 1860s with the
establishment of “ Tungwen College”, strongly recommendated in
1880s and 1890s, and finally it became one of the major courses in
Chinese normal educational system in early 1900s. The transformation
of English education had lasted for almost one century.

English education was introduced later into Sichuan compared
with other coastal areas. As the inland part of China, Sichuan’s
educational level was laggard. However, missionary schools in
Sichuan were established by many foreigners in late Qing Dynasty, the
number of which was only inferior to that of Fujian, Guangdong and
Shandong provinces. So it was earlier for Sichuan residents to come
into contact with western concepts and cultures than those of some
other places. Missionary schools were also expanded rapidly there. In
addition, in 1898, graduates from Tungwen College were appointed
to Sichuan and Anhui provinces to teach English, and they made great
contributions to English education in these areas. English education
opened Sichuan people’s eyereach and broadened their horizons, so it
is not extravagant to say that development of English education was
closely connected with the modernization of Sichuan. The causes why
I chose modern secondary schools as the contacting point in the field of
studying English education in Sichuan province are as follows:

Firstly, secondary education is composed of education of general
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middle schools, vocational or normal middle schools and missionary
middle schools, which is between primary and university education
and stands as the high time of one’s whole life. After secondary
education, some graduates chose to have further studies and some
began to work. Whatever choices they made, the knowledge they
learned in their secondary schools played important roles in the
students’ future life and careers. Furthermore, English education in
primary schools was not systematic and continuous, and the archives
and documents about English education of universities were extremely
limited. Comparatively speaking, the materials about secondary
English education are abundant but lack of studies, so I chose it as
my research contacting point, which is worthwhile to be analyzed and
discussed.

Secondly, I traced back to the origin of secondary English
education in Sichuan province in modern times: how to begin, the
backgrounds and reasons, how to be expanded and developed,
characteristics of different historic periods. The educational system,
teacher resources, books, teaching content, teaching methods,
assessment and social English training schools were presented and
analysed with the purpose of finding out the expected teaching results,
achievements accomplished and social functions. The missionary
schools were also introduced as a special part. By detailed and
systematic analysis I got the following conclusion: the advocation of
English education in Sichuan province was the demand of social
development, and secondary English education and modernization of
Sichuan province were closely related.

The thesis stuck to the materialistic conception of history,
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integrating English teaching theories with historical ones. The study
depended on theoretical basis of education, sociology, historical
materials science, statistics, etc. In the thesis, secondary English
education in Sichuan Province were divided into different phases from
late Qing Dynasty to the whole period of the Republic of China, and
the actual scenes and characteristics were also revealed and
demonstrated. On this basis, the advantages and disadvantages, the
comparison and contrast among different phases were also discussed.
The thesis is composed of four chapters: the first chapter is “the
Origin of Secondary English Education of Sichuan Province in Modern
Times”. The foremost foreign language introduced into Sichuan were
Latin, French, Japanese, and then followed by English. I attached
great importance to secondary English education in late Qing Dynasty
and early period of the Republic of China. The second chapter is
“Secondary English Education Conditions in Sichuan from 1912 to
19377. 1 analyzed the educational system, teachers, materials,
teaching methodologies, assessment, missionary schools and English
training classes or schools individually and got the conclusion that
English education during that time developed smoothly. The third
chapter is “Secondary English Education in Sichuan during the Anti-
Japanese War”. This historical time was the golden age of English
education innovations. In addition to breakthroughs in some basic
aspects (training of teachers, choices of books, research on teaching
methodologies, homework, arrangements of tests and testing papers,
establishment of English social training schools, and publication of
English newspapers and magazines ), social demands for English

professional persons also increased to a large extent, which strongly
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proved the importance of secondary English education in the whole
educational system. In those years, secondary English education
developed a lot and became to flourish in Sichuan. The fourth chapter
is “Secondary English Education in Sichuan during the Civil War of
Liberation and Reflections on Secondary English Teaching”. Due to
the Civil War of Liberation in late period of the Republic of China,
Sichuan’s secondary English education did not make much progress.
So my research focused more on some outstanding educational
characteristics, and discussion on scholars’ viewpoints and
recommendations of secondary English education.

To sum up, I wish the research conclusions can be useful for us
to have further understanding of late Qing Dynasty and the period of
the Republic of China. Furthermore, getting to know the significance
of secondary English education, we can use it for reference for future

and further development of English education of Sichuan province.
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