“The Cross in the Closet is a gift to us all.”
—Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu

'The

Cross

n
the
Closet




'The

Cross

n
the
Closet

One man’s abominable
quest to find Jesus

i the marginis

Timothy Kurek

e 3 F 4 IR

wiiidiin

610
GREEN BRIDGE




The Cross in the Closet is a work of nonfiction. Nonetheless,
some names and personal characteristics of individuals, places
or events have been changed in order to disguise identities. Any
resulting resemblance to persons, living or dead, or places or
events is entirely coincidental and unintentional.

Copyright © 2012, 2013, 2014 Timothy Kurek
Visit at timothy-kurek.com
All rights reserved.
Published in the United States by Green Bridge Press, LLC.

GREEN BRIDGE PRESS and colophon are registered trade-
marks of Green Bridge Press, LLC

Visit at GreenBridgePress.com

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Kurek, Timothy.
The cross in the closet: one man's abominable quest to find je-
sus in the margins / by Timothy Kurek
p. cm.
ISBN 978-0-9835677-4-5 (alk. paper)
LCCN 2012947790
1. Gay--Social aspects. 2. Gay. 3. Christian.

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper.
1098765432
First Published - October 11, 2012

Book Layout & Cover Design by Dave Thompson
Interior print layout and ebooks created using Bookshop.



'The

Cross
n

the
Closet



For Beth.

I'm so thankful [ finally found you.



endorsements

“Tim’s personal journey and awakening is evidence of the path
being taken increasingly today by Christianity and other reli-
gions everywhere. This manifestation of respect for God’s great
diversity allows us to better see the world through the eyes of
Christ. The Cross in the Closet is a gift to us all.”

—Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu

“Tim Kurek has written a book that could be described as
‘spiritual espionage.’” As a young fundamentalist, he goes under-
cover—accepting all the attendant moral and personal ambi-
guities—and gathers ‘intelligence’ that few heterosexual people
have ever had access to. He tells his story with skill and grace, re-
vealing secrets that need to be heard from where he began (Lib-
erty University) to wherever you are. A one-of-a-kind book with
unforgettable moral impact.”

—Brian D. McLaren, Author, Speaker: A New Kind of
Christianity; Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mo-
hammed Cross the Road?

“It took great courage and serious commitment for Timothy
Kurek to begin his year long journey into our world, the world
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Americans. I'm de-
lighted that readers of The Cross in the Closet will gain a whole
new understanding of the stereotypes and untruths that cause
my sisters and brothers so much suffering. I hope many will
standby this straight ally and support the message found in his
book, the message that says God truly does love us all. I encour-
aged him to take this journey and now that it’s over I will stand



by him still. I admire Timothy’s courage and creativity, and his
journey into our world will make a difference! You go, Tim!”
—Mel White, Author, Stranger at the Gate

“I hope Tim’s voice echoes through the halls of every Mec-
Mansion church until Christian hubris is humbled. Fundamen-
talist arrogance is today threatening a religion founded foremost
on empathy and love. The Cross in the Closet serves as a blunt
reminder and should be a wake up call to every closeted bigot
that dares to thump a bible.”

—Greg Barrett, Author, The Gospel of Rutba: Christians,
Mouslims, and the Good Samaritan Story in Iraq

“The Cross in the Closet is the book I've been waiting for.
Now—at last—I have the book to give to every person I know
(and there are many) struggling to understand how and why
so-called Christians hate gay men and women and what to do
about changing their minds. Kurek writes movingly and well.
This 1s the best book I've read that opens the door to under-
standing what it is like to be labeled gay and trapped in a com-
munity that dismisses your very self before even hearing you out.
Brilliant!”

—TFrank Schaeffer, Author, Crazy For God



about my title

I believe everyone has a calling in their life. A purpose. A cause.
Something unique that gives the mundane, meaning. During
my two decades in the conservative church every pastor of every
church I attended spoke about finding that purpose. They re-
ferred to our callings as our cross to bear. The image conjured
was a gruesome sight to behold: bloody flesh nailed to slick tim-
ber, stained red. Finding your cross isn’t about finding happi-
ness, they said. It’s about our search for meaning.

I too believe we all have our crosses to bear...

I just never realized I would find my cross in the closet.



foreword

It has taken me a lifetime to come out of the closet. And I'm gay.
I have witnessed first hand the positive and negative respons-
es some have expressed toward my friend Tim for his “coming
out” experiment—I for one think him to be a hero.

He 1s a hero because he sought to understand the thing he
once loathed. How many of us are big enough to even consider
that possibility, much less spend a year of our lives, our reputa-
tions and emotional capital living the role of our former foe—in
an effort to understand.

The Cross in the Closet has great potential to help many fol-
lowers of Jesus who are concerned by the thought of appearing
to condone “the lifestyle” of the homosexual person. Many fear
that it will put their gay friend’s soul in eternal peril, or more-
over, put their own soul in hell for not having stood for right-
eousness.

Jesus asked us to follow the greatest commands of all: To
love; to love our God and to love our neighbor as we love our-
selves. Jesus® story of the Good Samaritan makes it very clear
what he would think of the religious and pious, who would have
nothing to do with the enemy outcast left bleeding and dying by
the road. Jesus gave us permission to love the outcast. His sto-
ry compels us to care for the outsider—in point of fact, the one
who did so was the hero of the story.

If you are struggling with the “gay thing” this book is for
you. Look through the eyes of one who has learned to love those
he hated—those “fags” who are God’s beloved sons and daugh-
ters. They are the one’s we will one day need to give an account
for—an explanation for our decision to leave them bleeding and
dying along side the road.



This could be your year of living and loving dangerously. Just
like Timothy did. Just like Jesus did.

—James Alexander Langteaux, Author, Gay Conversations
with God



author’s note

If I have learned anything in my brief time on this planet, it is
that people are imperfect. No one has it all figured out. In the
same way people aren’t perfect, books aren’t perfect. This book
isn’t. It is messy and limited, as I am messy and limited. So be-
fore you begin this book, let me clarify a few points of imperfec-
tion, if for no other reason than so you might read past its flaws
to the heart of the message I am sharing.

I am speaking about a very sensitive issue. I would even wa-
ger to say that it is the most heated social issue of our day. I
want to make clear that I am not an expert in lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, or transgender issues. I haven’t spent years with my nose
buried in books, studying every nuance of LGBT culture, his-
tory, or community. I am not a professor, a theologian, or an
expert in anything other than my own personal journey...but
I have learned a lot from my experiences. If you are looking
for highly detailed answers to the intellectual questions you may
have regarding LGBT issues, there are many people more qual-
ified than me out there you could ask instead.

I frequently use terminology that is technically incorrect. To
refer to the “gay community,” for instance, is to relegate that
populace to a monolithic entity. It is as technically incorrect as
the “straight community.” People are diverse and communities
are diverse, so when I use that term, don’t shudder. I also some-
times use the word gay instead of LGBT, for the same reason.
The LGBT spectrum is as diverse as any other, including the
“Christian community,” so read this book with that diversity in
mind.

I also want to stress that this is not a book about being gay.
I am fundamentally unqualified to write that book. Instead this



book is about the label of gay and how the consequences of that
label shaped and changed my life.

What this book is really about is prejudice: specifically, my
prejudice. In traditional orthodox Christianity, one repents be-
fore salvation becomes possible. To repent means to turn away.
In order to repent of my past sins, I had to acknowledge what
my sins ultimately were, and I have done my best not to hold
back, not to try to whitewash who I used to be to make myself
look better than I was. An author friend once told me to write
what scares me; this book is a result of that sage advice.

I hope this book speaks to you. Thank you for picking it up
and reading it. No matter what you believe, know that I love
you.

Your friend,

Timothy Kurek



about the author

Timothy Kurek, a Portland, Oregon based author and
speaker is tackling some of the front burner issues of our day.
His unrestrained style of immersion lends a uniquely empathetic
perspective, engaging his audiences with empathy, humor, and
refreshing candor.
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