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“In this incandescent narrative of an ever-renewing tongue, masterful
linguist Lewis Glinert traces how Hebrew, however severely displaced from its
native ground, has continued through centuries of tribulation to nurture its
heritage. Elegantly luring us from one intellectual movement to the next, he
arrives at history’s most moving culmination: the language of the book

returning at last to the everyday voices of little children.”

— Cynthia Ozick, author of Critics, Monsters, Fanatics, and Other Literary Essays
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ciation marks (nikkud), as preserved in a 9th-10th cen-
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brary
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