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FROM THE AUTHOR

The issue of the rights of the individual is one of
the most significant and relevant problems of our time.
It is an issue of national and global concern. In 1948,
the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Human Rights Day, the 10th of December, is celeb-
rated in many countries all over the world, including
the USSR. In 1973, the Soviet Union ratified the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and in 1975 signed the Final Act
of the Helsinki Conference on Security and Coopera-
tion in Burope.

These international acts proclaim and recognize
the rights of all people to life, liberty, personal inviol-
ability, and dignity, freedom of conviction, speech,
and conscience, peaceful assembly and association,
participation in governing one’s own country, the
right to work, rest, education, social security, and
the defense of one’s moral and material interests.
Every individual may only be limited in the exercise
of his or her rights and freedoms by law in the inter-
est of the due recognition and respect of other cit-
izens' rights and freedoms, for the satisfaction of
the just demands of morality and public order, and
for the general welfare in a democratic society.



The Constitution of the USSR, adopted in 1977,
recognizes and legally confirms all the rights and
freedoms of Soviet citizens proclaimed in these in-
ternational covenants and guarantees their real im-
plementation in Soviet society. The Soviet Constitu-
tion declares that all power in the USSR is vested
in the people (Art. 2), that the Soviet state and all
its bodies function on the basis of socialist legality,
ensure the maintenance of law and order, and safe-
guard society’s interests and individual citizens’ rights
and freedoms (Art.4), and that work collectives take
part in discussing and deciding state and public
affairs (Art. 8).

Citizens of the USSR enjoy in full the social, eco-
nomic, political and personal rights and freedoms
proclaimed and guaranteed by the Constitution of
the USSR and by Soviet laws. Among these, politi-
cal and personal rights and freedoms, that is, values
of a non-economic character, are quite significant.
When these values and interests are incorporated in
and guaranteed by the Constitution, they assume a
legal character, and social relations which arise per-
taining to these values and interests become legal re-
lations covering the rights of one party and the cor-
responding duties of the other.

The right of citizenship, the electoral right, the
right to participate in the administration of govern-
mental and social affairs, the right of association, free-
dom of conscience and religious belief, freedom of
speech and of the press, freedom of assembly, meet-
ings, street processions and demonstrations are all
political rights and freedoms guaranteed in Chapter
7 of the Constitution of the USSR. These constitution-
al rights and freedoms are regulated in detail pri-
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marily by Constitutional law as a branch of Soviet
law.

Another category of rights includes those rights
which are inalienable from the individual, which pro-
tect various aspects of the individual’s life and pri-
vacy. These are the rights to protect one’s honor, dig-
nity, good name, health, and the right to privacy,
including the privacy of the family, etc.; such rights
are guaranteed by the provisions of Chapter 7 of the
Constitution of the USSR.

Relations arising in connection with these rights
and interests of the individual are regulated and pro-
tected primarily by civil and family legislation and,
in some cases, by provisions of other branches ol So-
viet law (for example, by criminal or administrative
law). That is why the norms of civil law are first of
all considered in this book.

The source of civil law i1s the Fundamentals of
Civil Legislation of the USSR and the Union Re-
publics, a law adopted by the USSR Supreme Soviet
on December 8, 1961.'! The Fundamentals of Civil
Legislation, as implied by their very name, are the
law in which the fundamental provisions of law are
established, in accordance with the Constitution of
the USSR ; the provisions of the Fundamentals are
subject to be enforced throughout the territory of the
USSR.

The Soviet Union is a multinational state in which
fifteen Union republics are federally united. Each

' Gazette of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 1961,
No. 50, item 525. After adoption of the new Soviet Consti-
tution in 1977 this Law was amended; see Gazette of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, No. 44, 1981, Ttem 1184.
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