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Foreword to the Encyclopedia

It is our privilege, on behalf of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law, to introduce
this set of volumes comprising the Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law and to
thank General Editor Michael Faure and the outstanding group of volume editors for
their invaluable contribution and commitment to the project.

The decision to initiate development of this multi-volume Encyclopedia was taken by
the Governing Board of the TIUCN Academy of Environmental Law in 2011 in response
to a proposal from Ben Booth of Edward Elgar Publishing. It has been a pleasure for the
Academy Secretariat to work with EEP and Professor Faure throughout the implemen-
tation process over the past several years. We must specifically acknowledge Ben Booth
and Laura Mann of EEP for their diligent and systematic guidance at every stage.

The Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law, a challenging and ambitious undertak-
ing, has represented an important opportunity for the IUCN Academy in collaboration
with a wider range of distinguished scholars and researchers to pursue its mission: envi-
ronmental law is essential for the achievement of a sustainable world that values and
conserves nature under the rule of law and justice.

Based on the quality and experience of the specialists whose commentaries and
discussion are included in the set, we are confident that the Elgar Encyclopedia of
Environmental Law will serve as a valuable and respected source of reference for stu-
dents, scholars, professionals, policy makers and other interested readers who will have
occasion to consult its content.

Jamie Benidickson and Yves Le Bouthillier
Executive Directors

IUCN Academy of Environmental Law
Faculty of Law

University of Ottawa
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Foreword to Volume II1

This a fascinating book about one of the great challenges in environmental law at the
domestic and international levels: how can law and legal instruments contribute to the
protection of natural resources and more particularly biodiversity? As Elisa Morgera
rightly sketches in the Introduction, an alarming state of affairs besets biodiversity,
which is in many areas declining at a high speed. The question of how law can help to
turn the tide is therefore both highly important and urgent. This wide-ranging book
addresses the challenge from several perspectives.

This book brings together the work of numerous specialists, who comprehensively
address many different issues with respect to biodiversity and nature protection law.
Without becoming lost in the details of law in national legal systems, crucial issues are
discussed from a high-level perspective. Considerable attention is paid to one of the
central instruments in international environmental law, the Convention on Biological
Diversity, but several aspects of biodiversity, varying from species conservation to island
biodiversity, forest biodiversity and inland waters are also discussed, again at an acces-
sible level of generality. Other relevant issues such as biofuels, ecotourism and the role
of REDD+ in biodiversity are also included. A lot of attention is equally paid to the
legal and policy instruments needed to implement the protection of biodiversity, such as
liability rules and public participation as well as monitoring and compliance instruments.

The Introduction rightly stresses that the protection of biodiversity has strong links
with the protection of human rights, for example, as reduced biodiversity may endanger
rights of indigenous peoples and local communities.

These issues and many other fascinating aspects are addressed in this volume. It is
probably the first book that brings together substantive expert commentary on so many
diverse aspects of biodiversity and nature protection law at this high level of generality.
I wholeheartedly congratulate the editors and the authors for this great achievement and
I am convinced that many interested in the question of how the law can contribute to
biodiversity will read the contributions to this book with great interest and admiration.

Michael Faure

General Editor
Encyclopedia of Environmental Law
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Forest Law Enforcement and Governance
Framework for Various Approaches

General Agreement on Trade in Services
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Global Green Growth Institute

Greenhouse gas

Group on International Aviation and Climate Change
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