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Legacy Forward

Chungwei Su
Principal, J. J. Pan and Partners

It was 1976 when Mr. Joshua Pan, who was amongst those few Western educated and
trained elite architects from Taiwan, decided to relocate his practice from the well estab-
lished professional environment of the United States back to a then under-developed Taiwan-
ese market. The post WW Il economic boom attracted worldwide architectural scholars and
developers to major American universities and cities during the 1960s and 1970s. To most
young architects from Taiwan, the privilege of attending top US universities for education and
then practicing in renowned offices has been a guaranteed successful career model during
that period of time. Nevertheless, by settling down within a comfort zone and striving for a
firm partnership in a foreign land also meant breaking away from the motherland and leav-
ing the nourishment of one’s native culture. In spite of all the risks, Mr. Pan’s decision to return
with what he had learned and began the endeavor to build up a healthy professional envi-
ronment for his homeland was clear.

Defying the under-developed architectural practice environment of Taiwan in the 1970s, a lot
of Western trained architects started their offices with new design thinking coupled with solid
knowledge and experiences, which initiated a wave of refreshing development that lasted
through the next few decades. However, these success stories gradually dissipated after de-
cades due to the lack of core values, firm heritage and management necessary for sustain-
able generational transitions.

As an architect, it is quite natural to pick a well established market with thriving opportunities
rather than to enter a vague system full of uncertainties. However, for Mr. Pan, the choice to re-
turn meant that he was determined to fully utilize what he learned and experienced through
12 years of study and working in the United States to bring about a more mature practice
environment to the land where he grew up. It fakes a highly matured professional with confi-
dence and clear cultural recognition to choose this uncertain path. For him, the basic belief
of architecture behind his pursuit of excellence falls on the harmony with nature, the proper
application of technologies and materials, and sincereness towards users. These principles
established by Joshua Pan not only have guided the firm for the past four decades but will
continue to guide JJP’s future generations through various challenges and lead to a glorious
future.
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Enlightened by modern architecture’'s em-
phasis on professionalism and discipline
while guided by a clear design philosophy
and purpose on the path of practice

ERTURBRANTLRTESTEM, FRES, SESR
RORAISLRE 2 B

&3k







EThOS

Set your heart upon the way

Base yourself on integrity

Lean upon goodness and virtue

Enjoy free spirit in the arts

Verse 6, Book 7 of The Analects of Confucius
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