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This volume is the first to take a systematic look at the position of
women in the post-Soviet states of the former USSR. It is divided into
two main parts: the first focuses on the economy, society and polity of
the Russian Federation; the second gives specialists’ insights into
social, political, economic and military developments in the other
republics of the former Soviet Union. The book pays special attention
to women’s own perceptions of their lives. How do factory workers,
street-vendors and rural workers view their jobs? How do the women
who served in Afghanistan, migrants, politicians, political activists,
soldiers’ mothers and feminists portray their worlds? What strategies
of coping have women devised to deal with no electricity in Armenia,
with unwelcome sexual advances from fathers-in-law and with
violence from partners in Russia? Why did women in Georgia
travel on a peace train? How has war affected lives in the Caucasus
and in Central Asia? This book explores strategies of coping and
forms of adaptation, noting that women are agents, as well as victims.



Post-Soviet women: from the Baltic to
Central Asia



Notes on contributors

Shirin Akiner is director of the Central Asia Research Forum, School
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. She is author
of Islamic peoples of the Soviet Union (2nd rev. edn, London: Kegan
Paul International, 1987) and of Central Asia: new arc of conflict?
(London: Royal United Services Institute for Defence Studies, 1993),
editor of Mongolia today (London: Kegan Paul International, 1990),
of Cultural tradition and change in Central Asia (London: Kegan Paul
International, 1991) and of Political and economic trends in Central
Asia (London: British Academic Press, 1994) and co-editor of Resis-
tance and reform in Tibet (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University
Press, 1994). She is editor of the monthly Central Asia Newsfile and of
Labyrinth: the Central Asia Quarterly. She has directed five British
government funded projects with Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (from
1992 to 1995) and has acted as consultant for several award-winning
radio and television documentaries.

Sarah Ashwin is a lecturer in the Department of Sociology at the
University of Warwick. She is currently working on a doctoral thesis
on workers’ organisation in Russia during the transition.

Lynne Attwood is lecturer in Russian Studies at the University of
Manchester. She is author of The new Soviet man and woman: sex
role socialization in the USSR (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1990; Bloo-
mington, Ind.: Indiana University Press, 1991) and editor of Red
women and the silver screen: Soviet women and cinema from the
beginning to the end of the communist era (London: Pandora, 1993).

X1



xii Notes on contributors

She has contributed to a number of other books and journals on
women and cinema in the Soviet Union and Russia.

Elain Bowers is a graduate student in the Department of Sociology at
the University of Warwick. She is currently completing a doctoral
thesis on women and work in Russia.

Sue Bridger is senior lecturer in Russian Studies at the University of
Bradford. She is author of Women in the Soviet countryside (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987), co-editor of Dear
Comrade Editor: readers’ letters to the Soviet press under perestrotka
(Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University Press, 1992), co-author of No
more heroines? Russia, women and the market (London: Routledge,
1996) and editor of “Women in post-communist Russia’, in Interface,
no. 1 (Bradford, Summer 1995).

Marta Bruno is a research fellow in the Russian and East European
Centre at the University of Wolverhampton. She is currently com-
pleting her doctoral thesis for the Department of Geography of the
University of Cambridge. She focuses on gender issues in the labour
market in Russia, particularly on women in the service sector in
Moscow. She is also researching into rural development in Russia and
in Central Asia.

Mary Buckley is reader in Politics at the University of Edinburgh. She
is author of Redefining Russian society and polity (Boulder, Colo.:
Westview, 1993) and of Women and ideology in the Soviet Union
(Hemel Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf; Ann Arbor, Mich.: Uni-
versity of Michigan Press, 1989), editor of Perestroika and Soviet
women (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992) and of Soviet
social scientists talking (London: Macmillan, 1986) and co-editor of
Women, equality and Europe (London: Macmillan, 1988). She is
currently working on rural stakhanovism in the 1930s, funded in
1995-6 by the ESRC.

Tamara Dragadze is director of the Centre for Caucasian and Central
Asian Studies in London. Third generation British, she trained in
anthropology and sociology at the Universities of Kent and Oxford.
She has published widely in the social sciences and in Soviet and post-
Soviet studies. She is an active supporter of the National Peace Council.



Notes on contributors xiil

Nora Dudwick is a cultural anthropologist who has been conducting
fieldwork in Armenia since 1987 on issues of nationalism, armed
ethnic conflict, national building and the political and social transition.
She is currently a consultant to the World Bank where she has carried
out poverty studies in several former socialist states with particular
attention to the implications of poverty for ethnic minorities and
women.

Rebecca Kay is currently completing a doctorate at the University of
Bradford on ‘Gender, discrimination and the role of women’s organi-
sations in contemporary Russian society’. She is co-author of No more
heroines? Russia, women and the market (London: Routledge, 1996).
An extended period of fieldwork in Russia in 1996 was funded by the
Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation.

Olga Lipovskaya is chairperson of the St Petersburg Centre for
Gender Issues. She has worked as a journalist and interpreter and was
publisher from 1989 to 1991 of the samizdat Zhenskoe Chtenie
(Women’s Reading). She has written numerous articles in English and
in Russian, including pieces for Iskusstvo Kino and Rabotnitsa. She
has been interviewed on television and in newspapers. From 1988 to
1991 she was a member of the Coordinating Committee of the St
Petersburg branch of the Democratic Union.

Solomea Pavlychko is a senior research associate in the Institute of
Literature of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in Kiev. She is
author of Letters from Kiev (New York: St Martin’s Press, 1992) and
of three monographs in the fields of American and English literature,
published in Ukraine. She has written numerous articles on the
women’s movement in Ukraine and feminist critiques of Ukrainian
literature.

Hilary Pilkington is lecturer in Russian Politics and Society at the
Centre for Russian and East European Studies, University of Bir-
mingham. She is author of Russia’s youth and its culture: a nation’s
constructors and constructed (London: Routledge, 1994) and editor of
Gender, generation and identity in contemporary Russia (London:
Routledge, 1996). She has recently completed a study of the problems
of socio-cultural adaptation of Russian-speaking forced migrants
upon return to Russia from the former republics of the USSR.



X1V Notes on contributors

Kathryn Pinnick is project manager of a European Union TACIS
programme in Baku run by The Nottingham Trent University. She is
co-author of No more heroines? Russia, women and the market
(London: Routledge, 1996) and is currently researching labour rela-
tions in Azerbaidzhan.

Nijole White is lecturer in Russian and in area studies at the University
of Strathclyde. She compiled Gorbachev’s Russia: a Russian reader
(London and Wellingborough: Collets, 1989) and Time of change: a
Russian reader (London and Wellingborough: Collets, 1992). Her
current research includes nationalities issues and women’s studies in
the Soviet successor states.



Note on transliteration

This book uses the Library of Congress transliteration system with the
exception of names and words whose more customary English forms
are now widely adopted. Thus El'tsin, glasnost’ and Ol'ga Lipovskaia
are here rendered Yel’tsin, glasnost and Olga Lipovskaya.

XV



XV1

S

Norwegian Sea
ﬁ 8o é’ %

L scow
‘MDLBOVA P .O‘ aUl'lanovsk
o /ummsl rel 8

USS-‘AN

(/f)-\_lv\mg /

"’z\ Bishkgk @Al |
ashkmt« el ;
s‘k“

' e
‘ Ashkhabéd, ,
‘ %, "\ Jaos, ‘ yyRoYS!

b}

"Dushanbe ’4’/‘9,
W CHINA
AFGHANISTAN =
N | PAKISTAN -

iRAN




<

Bering
Fast Sea
Siberian

Sea

Sea of
Okhotsk

Lake 2 -‘\\.. . p
Barkal A
CHINA X 52
o=y ¢ nol §ea of
MONGOLIA » 2 J,"KaniA apan
& __SOUTH
i KOREA

80 160 kilometres
50 100 miles

oo




Contents

page

List of figures ix

List of tables X

Notes on contributors xi

Map XVi
INTRODUCTION

1. Victims and agents: gender in post-Soviet states 3

MARY BUCKLEY

PART I: WOMEN IN THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 17

Economy 19
2. Do Russian women want to work? 21
SARAH ASHWIN AND ELAIN BOWERS
3. Rural women and tne impact ot economic change 38
SUE BRIDGER
4. Women and the culture ot entrepreneurship 56
MARTA BRUNO
Society 75
5. Images of an ideal woman: perceptions of Russian 77
womanhood through the media, education and women’s
own eyes
REBECCA KAY
6. ‘She was asking for it’: rape and domestic violence 99

against women
LYNNE ATTWOOD

vii



viil "~ Contents

7. ‘For the sake of the children’: gender and migration in 119
the former Soviet Union
HILARY PILKINGTON

Polity 141
8. When the fighting is over: the soldiers’ mothers and the 143
Afghan madonnas
KATHRYN PINNICK
9. Adaptation of the Soviet Women’s Committee: deputies’ 157
voices from “Women of Russia’
MARY BUCKLEY
10. Women’s groups in Russia 186
OLGA LIPOVSKAYA

PART II: WOMEN OUTSIDE RUSSIA IN NEWLY 201
INDEPENDENT STATES
11. Women in changing societies: Latvia and Lithuania 203

NIJOLE WHITE

12. Progress on hold: the conservative faces of women in 219
Ukraine
SOLOMEA PAVLYCHKO

13. Out of the kitchen into the crossfire: women in indepen- 235
dent Armenia
NORA DUDWICK

14. The women’s peace train in Georgia 250
TAMARA DRAGADZE

15. Between tradition and modernity: the dilemma facing 261
contemporary Central Asian women
SHIRIN AKINER

Index 305



Figures

page
7:1 Who initiated migration? 123
7:2 Motivations for migration 124
7:3 Unemployment by gender and region 128
7:4 Current employment of female respondents relative to 130

previous profession

7:5 Current employment of male respondents relative to 131
previous profession

9:1 ‘Women of Russia’. 1995 election campaign poster 165



Tables

page
9:2 Positions of responsibility in the Duma held by 167
members of the faction “Women of Russia’: 1994-
1995
9:3 Positions of responsibility in the Duma in 1996 held by 178
deputies in the movement ‘Women of Russia’

12:1 Percentages of female employees in Ukrainian Minis- 224
tries

12:2 Social attitudes on gender roles in 1995 227

12:3 Responses on jobs for which men and women are most 228
suited



Introduction



