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Foreword

South Asian region has the largest population density in the world
and houses around 21 percent of the world’s population. A majority
of this population lives below poverty line and draws sustenance
from water and environmental systems. Water resources in the
South Asian region has been characterized by growing stress due
to competing demands that have resulted in mounting conflicts
over access to and distribution of water resources and have thrown
up several challenges for better water management in the region.
The crisis of water management in South Asia is not divorced from
the issues of governance and policy-making. Water policies in the
region have been criticized for not representing the challenges
people face on the ground. This book brings together local case
studies from Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Nepal. These case
studies, ranging from issues of surface and groundwater irrigation
to rural, urban and peri-urban water management to water sup-
ply and sanitation have raised some important concerns about
participatory water governance. These issues influence water
policies in more than one way. First, they tell us that the problem
of water management needs to be urgently solved not only for the
sustainability of environmental services, but also for the political
and economic stability of individual governments in South Asia.
Second, they pose some still unanswered questions on the status of
institutional mechanisms for protection, conservation and sustain-
able use of basic environmental resources such as water. Third, all
the case studies call for integration for the purpose of better water
management in the region.

This book is part of the project called “Crossing Boundaries:
Regional Capacity Building on Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM) and Gender & Water in South Asia.” The
project aims to contribute to a paradigm shift in water resources
management in South Asia, by means of a partnership-based pro-
gram for the capacity-building of water professionals on IWRM
and Gender & Water. The project is being implemented by six
partner institutions in Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka, and
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is coordinated by the South Asia Consortium for Interdisciplinary
Water Resources Studies (SaciWATERs), in partnership with the
Irrigation and Water Engineering (IWE) Group, Department of
Environmental Sciences, Wageningen University and Research
Center, the Netherlands. The project is supported by the Ministry
of Development Cooperation, Directorate-General of International
Cooperation (DGIS), Government of the Netherlands. As a part of
the project, SaciWATERs organized an international conference
on “Water Resources Policy in South Asia” in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
during December 17-20, 2008. The conference brought together
many regional and international water professionals, academi-
cians, policy-makers, activists, politicians and others involved and
interested in South Asian water resources issues. It ventured out
to enhance the understanding of water resources governance, and
water management and use in the region by critically assessing
the ongoing policy reform processes.

The chapters appearing in this book were presented as papers,
discussed and deliberated at the international conference. Later,
they were peer-reviewed and brought to the present shape, cover-
ing nuanced case studies on topical issues such as gender and
water, groundwater, water conflict and cooperation and emerging
challenges for water management and policies in South Asia. This
book is part of a series of readers produced under the Crossing
Boundaries Project. Largely written by South Asian scholars, they
dwell on water resources issues and different aspects of IWRM
in South Asia. At present, there are 10 books underway as part
of the initiative.

I hope that the present book will be of interest to all those con-
cerned with water resource management and policy-formulation
process in South Asia.

E. R. N. Gunawardena

Professor, Department of Agricultural Engineering
University of Peradeniya

Sri Lanka
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