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FOREWORD

Itis a pleasant task to be asked to write a foreword to this work, which is a
comprehensive yet critical appraisal of the role of human rights, legiti-
macy and democracy in the practice of international organisations. It
is the product of a doctoral research, departing from the 1995 suspen-
sion of Nigeria’'s Commonwealth membership after a coup d’état put
in question respect for human rights and democratic government in the
country and ending with the 2009 suspension of Fiji’s rights as a mem-
ber. A feature of the work is that it puts the legally significant events into
a broader political and historical perspective, thus establishing links
between international law and international relations, the two interac-
ting in the day-to-day operation of intergovernmental organisations. It
is also a remarkably thorough account of membership practice.

The study is structured in six chapters. Chapter 1 sets out the institu-
tional framework in light of the human rights movement and the concept
of legitimacy. Chapter 2 addresses the developing principle of universa-
lity in the League of Nations and the United Nations, and the tension
between universality and other goals, including the promotion of democ-
racy and human rights. Chapters 3 and 4 cover a broad range of regional
organisations, addressing the respective differences in their member-
ship criteria and practice in Europe (Chapter 3) and in ‘closed’ organ-
isations such as ASEAN, the Commonwealth and the CSCE (Chapter 4).
Professor Duxbury concludes that suspension or exclusion from mem-
bership in cases such as Zimbabwe and Fiji have had little effect “at least
in the short term’; the proviso is important. Chapter 5 tackles the
complex interaction between the human rights aspirations of specialised
organisations (the WTO, regional economic communities and the UN
specialised agencies) and the functional limitations of their mandates
as set out in the constituent instruments. Finally, Chapter 6 draws
some conclusions on the practical implications of upholding democracy
and human rights as membership criteria both for concerned states and
for the international organisations in question.
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Xiv FOREWORD

Discussion of the role of global values and of that vague notion of
‘legitimacy’ in the operation of international institutions is important,
given the continued expansion of the roles intergovernmental organisa-
tions play, from managing sanctions programmes to governing territory.
Among many other things, international organisations have become a
platform for coordinated responses to undemocratic and oppressive
governments. However, as Duxbury rightly observes, whether applying
‘democratisation from above’ through membership criteria or exclusion
mechanisms could help solve the democratic deficit within international
organisations themselves is at best an open question.

Last but not least, it is a particular pleasure to note the author’s comment
that ‘much of the work was undertaken while resident at Cambridge’, in the
Lauterpacht Centre for International Law. For twenty-five years the Centre
has been a forum for discussion of responses to the various challenges at
the international level, and to the role of law in meeting those challenges.
I am sure the present work will foster further exchanges on the institutional
aspects of the promotion of democracy and respect for human rights.

James Crawford

Whewell Professor of International Law

Director, Lauterpacht Centre for International Law
University of Cambridge

16 May 2010
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