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General preface

The theoretical focus of this series is on the interfaces between subcomponents of the
human grammatical system and the closely related area of the interfaces between the
different subdisciplines of linguistics. The notion of “interface” has become central
in grammatical theory (for instance, in Chomsky’s Minimalist Program) and in lin-
guistic practice: work on the interfaces between syntax and semantics, syntax and
morphology, phonology and phonetics, etc. has led to a deeper understanding of par-
ticular linguistic phenomena and of the architecture of the linguistic component of
the mind/brain.

The series covers interfaces between core components of grammar, including
syntax/morphology, syntax/semantics, syntax/phonology, syntax/pragmatics, mor-
phology/phonology, phonology/phonetics, phonetics/speech processing, semantics/
pragmatics, and intonation/discourse structure, as well as issues in the way that the
systems of grammar involving these interface areas are acquired and deployed in use
(including language acquisition, language dysfunction, and language processing). It
demonstrates, we hope, that proper understandings of particular linguistic phenom-
ena, languages, language groups, or inter-language variations all require reference to
interfaces.

The series is open to work by linguists of all theoretical persuasions and schools of
thought. A main requirement is that authors should write so as to be understood by
colleagues in related subfields of linguistics and by scholars in cognate disciplines.

In a wide ranging but detailed investigation of scalar modifiers, Osamu Sawada
argues for a multidimensional analysis that separates out the semantic aspects of the
scales from the pragmatic ones. Sawada argues that though these two different dimen-
sions are at play in how meanings are built up, there is a deep parallelism in the way
that the notion of scale enters into the calculation of meaning in both dimensions,
a parallelism captured theoretically by the way that the mechanisms that compose
both semantic and pragmatic meanings are connected through the abstract concept of
degree. This provides an explanation for both the particular kinds of pragmatic effect
that these modifiers have and for their synchronic and diachronic typology.

David Adger
Hagit Borer
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Introduction

1.1 Aim

Scalarity is one of the most fundamental concepts of human cognition. It is pervas-
ive in language, and many linguistic expressions inherently have a scalar meaning:
comparatives, adjectives, adverbs, nouns, quantifiers, measure phrases, numeral clas-
sifiers, polarity items (e.g., minimizers), scalar focus particles (e.g., even), intensifiers
(e.g., very, much), hedges (e.g., more or less, approximately), exclamatives, expressives
(e.g., damn), and so on. Scalarity is often used for measuring or comparing things,
objectively (e.g., This building is 20 meters tall). Furthermore, it also plays an import-
ant role in evaluating things subjectively based on a contextually determined standard
or personal taste (e.g., Tom is tall; tennis is fun; this coffee is too strong).

This book investigates the scalar phenomenon of natural language from the
standpoint of the interface between semantics and pragmatics. More specifically,
this book will focus on the meaning and use of pragmatic scalar modifiers, and
considers (i) the (non)parallelism between semantic and pragmatic scalar modifiers
(i.e., the conventional implicature triggering scalar modifiers); (ii) the composition-
ality and dimensionality of pragmatic scalar modifiers; (iii) the source of variation in
the meaning of pragmatic scalar modifiers; and (iv) the interpretation of pragmatic
scalar modifiers in an embedded content.

_ An interesting point of pragmatic scalar modifiers is that they often have a “dual-
use phenomenon.” The dual-use phenomenon is a phenomenon where a degree
morphology/scalar concept used for expressing at-issue scalar meaning (i.e., part of
“what is said”) can also be used for expressing a not-at-issue scalar meaning (i.e., not
part of “what is said”).

As we will discuss in detail, the dual-use phenomenon is quite pervasive in scalar
expressions of natural language, including comparatives (Chapter 3), minimizers
(Chapter 4), intensifiers (Chapter 5), and scale-reversal adverbs (Chapter 6), and scal-
arity is utilized not just for measuring an individual or event in the semantic level,
but also for expressing various subjective feelings or discourse-pragmatic information
such as politeness, priority of utterance, the speaker’s attitude, and unexpectedness at
the pragmatic level.

The dual-use phenomenon is important for theories at the semantics/pragmatics
interface because it strongly suggests that there are both similarities and differences
between semantics (at-issue meaning) and pragmatics (not-at-issue meaning).

Pragmatic Aspects of Scalar Modifiers. First edition. Osamu Sawada.
© Osamu Sawada 2018. First published 2018 by Oxford University Press.



2 Introduction

The Gricean approach to the meaning/use of natural language often assumes a dis-
tinction between at-issue meaning and conventional implicature (CI), which is not-
at-issue, although they are both parts of the meanings of words (Grice 1975, 1989).
At-issue meaning contributes to the truth condition of a given sentence (which can
be represented at the level of semantic representation/logical form), while CI (not-at-
issue meaning) does not. In terms of Grice’s terminology, at-issue meaning belongs to
“what is said,” while CI belongs to “what is implicated” (Grice 1975, 1989).

Grice’s (1975, 1989) discussion of the notion of Cl is brief, with only a few examples
provided (e.g., therefore, but, moreover, and on the other hand). However, recently
(especially after Potts’ (2005) seminal work), many researchers have shown there are
many phenomena that can be counted as CIs in natural language, such as express-
ives and supplements (Potts 2005, 2007a, b); honorifics/anti-honorifics (e.g., Potts and
Kawahara 2004; J. Sawada 2016), datives (e.g., Horn 2007, 2009); discourse particles
(e.g., Kratzer 1999; McCready 2009, 2010); exclamatives (Castroviejo Mir6 2010);
Japanese diminutives (Sawada 2013a); degree adverbs (e.g., McCready and Schwager
2009; Sawada 2010; Beltrama 2015; Gutzmann 2011, 2015); modal demonstratives
(Sawada and Sawada 2013); Japanese benefactives (Kubota and Uegaki 2011); evalu-
ative adverbs (e.g., Mayol and Castroviejo 2013; Liu 2012), etc. (See also Bach (1999b)
and Potts (2015) for the list of alleged conventional implicature items.)

To illustrate CI, let us consider the following examples:

(1) (Appositive)
Lance Armstrong, the cyclist, battled cancer.
At-issue: Lance Armstrong battled cancer
CI: Lance Armstrong is a cyclist.

(2) (Utterance modifier)
Frankly speaking, I think this costs too much.
At-issue: I think this costs too much.
CI: I am talking to you in a serious way/in a direct way.

(3) (Expressive adjective bastard)
That bastard Kresge is famous.
At-issue: Kresge is famous.
CI: The speaker has a negative feeling toward Kresge.

(4) (Honorifics, Japanese)
Yamada sensei-ga o-warai-ni nat-ta.
Yamada teacher-NoM suUB.HON-laugh-suB.HON become-PAST
At-issue: Prof. Yamada laughed.
CIL: The speaker honors Prof. Yamada.

Potts (2005) claims that the meanings triggered by parentheticals (Huddleston and
Pullum 2002; Potts 2005, 2007a) as in (1), utterance modifiers (e.g., Bellert 1977; Potts
2005) as in (2), the expressive bastard as in (3), and Japanese honorifics (Harada 1976;
Potts and Kawahara 2004) as in (4) are independent of “what is said” and they should
be analyzed as a CI.



