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Dedication

When the proceedings of the Second International
Poliomyelitis Conference were published, I pre-
dicted confidently that “Together we will conquer
poliomyelitis.” As the proceedings of the Third
International Poliomyelitis  Conference are pub-
lished, we seem on the very threshold of our goal.
Again, therefore, this book is dedicated to Franklin
Delano Roosevelt whose leadership, inspiration and
human kindness stimulated so many other Ameri-
cans to strive, to investigate and to give as partners
in a great humanitarian endeavor.
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Preface

The First International Poliomyelitis Conference was held in 1948 in New
York City. The Second Conference was in Copenhagen in 1951, and the Third
Conference took place in Rome in 1954. So great has been the interest in the
published proceedings of the first two conferences that it was decided to make
the proceedings of the Third Conference available in similar form.

In the conferences, leading medical organizations, research institutes and
universities throughout the world participated. Today, copies of the first two
volumes are available in practically all the medical libraries of the world and
thousands of copies have been circulated to individuals and to research
institutions.

The proceedings of the Third Conference cover most of the aspects of the
study and care of poliomyelitis, but give new emphasis also to the social aspects
of the disease and to its prevention. A new feature of the proceedings of the
Third Conference is the inclusion of the banquet addresses and the special
address prepared by His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, especially for the delegates
to the Third International Poliomyelitis Conference.

The editor and the publisher again extend their thanks to all the contributors
and the educational institutions which collaborated in making possible publica-
tion of the proceedings.

: " Wiy

Chairman, Committee on Publications

Vice-Presudent, International Poliomyelitis Congress
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The Offictal Inaugural Ceremony at the Camprdogho (City Hall)

The Third International Poliomyelitis Con-
ference was inaugurated with solemn ceremony
at the Campidoglio in the halls of the Promo-
teca, and was presided over by Minister of
Education Martino, a physician and professor
of human physiology at the University of
Messina.

He was accompanied by the vice-president,
Dr. Morris Fishbein; the general chairman of
the Conference, Prof. Carlo Marino-Zuco; the
deputy-mayor of Rome, Avv. Andreoli, and the
three honorary presidents of the Conference:
Mr. Basil O'Connor, Prof. Luigi Spolverini and
Mr. L. Ragoczy.

Among those present were: Prof. Saladino
Cramarossa, as representative of the High Com-
missioner for Health and Hygiene: numerous
members of Parliament; members of the Diplo-
matic Corps: various city councilors and many
other dignitaries.

The deputy-mayor, Avv. Andreoli, welcomed
the scientists in the name of the city of Rome.

Addresses followed by the Dane Ragoczy,
who has spent part of his fortune in the fight
against infantile paralysis; Professor Spolverini,
who expressed complete confidence in the work
of the Conference; the President of the Interna-
tional Poliomyelitis Conference, Mr. Basil
O’Connor, who, at the end of his speech, offered

Professor Marino-Zuco a “symbolic gavel” dedi-
cated to the memory of Franklin Delano Roose-
velt, the founder of the National Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis.

Professor Marino-Zuco, director of the Ortho-
pedic Clinic of Rome, reiterated the purposes
of the Conference and reported on the work
done in Italy to fight poliomyelitis.

At the conclusion, after having welcomed the
participants at the Conference in the name of
the Italian Government, Minister Martino ex-
pressed the hope that science may triumph in
the fight against infantile paralysis.

Immediately afterward, Professor Marino-Zuco
read a cable from President Einaudi to the
Conference: “Grateful for the invitation and ex-
tremely sorry to be unable to reach Rome on
this day, T wish to convey to you and all the
illustrious scientists of every country who con-
vene in Rome today for the Third International
Poliomyelitis Conference the welcome of Italy,
as well as my personal one. The problems
which the Conference proposes to study are of
extreme interest to the world of science as well
as to the people, who are conscious of the
graveness of this disease, and I am certain to
express a unanimous sentiment in expressing
for the work which commences today my
heartfelt wishes for an early success.”

Xviil
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The Offictal Conference Banquet

The official banquet of the Third Interna-
tional Poliomyelitis Conference was held in the
Grand Hotel in Rome on September 8, 1954,
Dr. Morris Fishbein, vice-president of the Inter-
national Poliomyelitis Conference, presided. Am-
bassadors of most of the nations which sent

official delegates to the Conference attended as
guests and were introduced. The scene was
colorful with the Hags of all of the participating
nations banked at the rear of the dais. Follow-
ing are the addresses, somewhat condensed by
the Editor, of the speakers on this occasion.
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The Western Hemisphere

DR. RENATO BOMFIM

Sao Paulo, Brazil

It is an unexpected honor for me to be ap-
pointed as one of the speakers on this memor-
able night. I accepted this invitation with great
pleasure not only as a demonstration of friend-
ship to my country but also because the desig-
nation of one speaker for the whole Western
Hemisphere means that the leaders of this Con-
ference are reafirming and emphasizing not
only that America means a geographic unity
but also that the nations of our continent truly
are united by the same ideals and similar
aspirations.,

Regional competition between our nations
and sometimes the so well-known exalted na-
tionalism in the Latin American countries may
give the wrong impression that we are divided.
Jut we are driving the same road under the
common principles of democracy, freedom and
humanity.

First, we want to give thanks for the warm
hospitality that we are receiving from the
official authorities and our colleagues of this
areat country.

The choice of the immortal city of Rome for
the headquarters of the Third International
Poliomyelitis Conference adds great significance
to this meeting. In this city, each corner, each
monument, every historical ruin, makes one feel
and live the tremendous power of the spiritual-
ity, the art, the intelligence and the humanism
that made the greatness of ancient Rome. These
are still the dominant expression of the people

XX

of this great country. All this is a source
of inspiration for the crusade conducted by
the National Foundation in the fight against
poliomyelitis. This problem has been a chal-
lenge to medicine that goes back, as far as
we know, to the primitive civilization of
the Nile. The combined efforts of scientists
and specialists from all over the world gradu-
ally are conquering poliomyelitis, the dreadful
enemy of mankind, which is stll killing, de-
forming and crippling a large part of human-
iy.

The National Foundation has created a most
efficient organization for the victims of infantile
paralysis in the United States. Also, it has pro-
moted most important researches. Since 1948,
the National Foundation has broadened its
scope and organized these conferences to co-
ordinate the efforts of scientists from all over
the world. At last we feel that the moment
in which this frightful enemy will be defeated
1s very close.

We are waiting with faith for the results of
the vaccination of half a million American chil-
dren promoted by the National Foundation;
this is the largest experiment that has ever been
done in the history of medicine. Whatever the
results may be, the fight will continue until the
very end. This is an ideal and also a statement
of faith in the dawn of a new era in which
our Western Hemisphere and Europe will be
united for a better world.
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Europe and the Eastern Hemusphere

PROF. GINO FRONTALI
Rome, Italy

As an Italian, 1 feel proud that the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis has chosen
our country and particularly Rome for its Third
International Poliomyelitis Conference. Italy may
deserve this honor for the organization of her
centers devoted to the study and the treatment of
poliomyelitis, one of which was visited under
the enthusiastic direction of Professor Spol-
verini.

But what has given us the warmth of a
feeling which will remain deep-rooted in our
hearts is the intimate co-operation with all of
you from President O’Connor to Dr. Fishbein,
Dr. Paul, Mr. Henwood and many others (a
complete list would be too long) in the prepa-
ravon, in the detailed organization and now
in the splendid realization of this Conference.
Consequently, the collaborative work in every
one of our meetings has become a pleasure,
and the intercourse with so many prominent
colleagues of every part of the world renews
our admiration for both the rescarch work and

the effort which are made in your western world
against poliomyelitis,

While other great problems divide humanity,
the fight against poliomyelitis unites the efforts
of men coming from every part of the world,
and fortunately does not oppose East and West.

This reminds me of a child, who, having
listened to grown-ups arguing about France,
Germany, England, each of them wanting
something different, interrupted the discussion
and in his thin voice asked: “But is there
something that everybody wants?™

We can answer: yes, everybody wants to
defeat poliomyelitis and, borrowing the words
from your and our President O'Connor, T shall
conclude with his forecast: “Together we will
advance into a new era ol humanitarian en-
deavor, and mankind will ascend to the heights
of true civilization under the lcadership of men
of science, men of faith and men of peace.”

1 lift my glass to the fortunes of these pacific
fights and to their victory.

XX1
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Research and Physical Energy

BASIL O'CONNOR

As president of the International Poliomyelitis
Congress, it gives me great pleasure to welcome
you to the official banquet of the Third Inter-
national Poliomyelitis Conference. You are a
distinguished body of scientists, medical men
and humanitarians, and it is 1 who am honored
by the privilege of addressing you.

Our conference has been a magnificent suc-
cess. At the sessions we have listened to the
famous experts of a score of nations read papers,
while those from many more nations have
joined in the discussions and have made valuable
contributions  to  them. Many different lan-
guages have been used by the speakers. The
interpreters have translated them into the offi-
cial languages of the conference so that one
might listen in ltalian, English, French, Ger-
man or Spanish. But, actually, every speaker
has wsed the same language. They have all
spoken the common language of humanity.

This is the wonderful thing about our con-
ference. It is the wonderful thing about all
medicine and all science.

Medicine and science have always spoken
an international language and the results of
scientific and medical advances have been ol
equal benefit to all nations. In a day when
the world is again troubled by an intensification
of nationalism, it is well for us to remember
this.

The effectiveness of penicillin does not de-
pend on the nationality of the patient; it is
equally useful in curing an Englishman, a
Frenchman, a German, an Italian, an American
or a member of any other nationality.

The radio works as well on this side of the
Atlantic as it does on the other.

The scientists and the medical men are en-
gaged in a common war on ignorance, disease,
poverty and unhappiness. Their success benehts
every nation. They make life everywhere hap-
pier, healthier and richer. Tt does not matter
what the nationality of the medical scientist
is. He is motivated by the same desire if he is
a true scientist. The force which drives him on

is the desire to be of service to humanity. He
spends long and weary days of hard work in
his laboratory to uncover new knowledge that
will make it possible for more people to live
longer in better health. He has his allies in
every nation, and they are all engaged in a
common war. They are fighting the battle of
humanity against the forces of disease. The ad-
vancement of science and medicine has always
been an international story. The history of any
great advancement will demonstrate it.

Because our meeting is here in Italy, I think
of radio as illustrating this fact. T do so because
of the magnificent role which a great Italian
scientist, Guglielmo Marconi, played in its de-
velopment. But the story of radio begins with
scientific studies which no one at the time could
have dreamed would lead to a marvelous and
magical way of sending messages and the
human voice across continents and oceans.

The story begins in the latter half of the
nincteenth  century, with attempts to under-
stand the nature of light and electricity. These
culminated in the electromagnetic theories of
the great British scientist, James Clerk Maxwell,
who proved that light consisted of electromag-
netic waves. But if light was composed of such
waves, there ought to be additional similar
waves. These were discovered by the German
scientist, Heinrich Hertz. The way was now
open for the monumental achievement of Mar-
coni. He took the discovery of Hertz out of the
laboratory and transformed it into a practical
invention for the use of the world. He made
the first wireless telegraph, and, in the first
decade of the twenticth century, sent the first
message by wireless across the Atlantic Ocean.
You know the story of what has happened
since that day. The vacuum tube was developed
by Fleming in England and by DeForest in
the United States. Today we have the marvels
of modern radio and television.

The history of this development illustrates
a number of important aspects of scientific
advance, in addition to the international char-
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