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English Mania

Let’s talk about manias. Let’s start with Beatle mania: hysterical teenagers, crying,
screaming, pandemonium. Sports mania: deafening crowds, all for one idea — get the ball in the
net. Okay, religious mania: there’s rapture, there’s weeping, there’s visions. Manias can be
good. Manias can be alarming. Or manias can be deadly.

The world has a new mania. A mania for learning English. Listen as Chinese students practice
their English by screaming it.

How many people are trying to learn English worldwide? Two billion of them.

In Latin America, in India, in Southeast Asia, and most of all in China. If you are a Chinese
student, you start learning English in the third grade, by law. That’s why this year China will become the
world’s largest English-speaking country. (Laughter) Why English? In a single word: Opportunity.
Opportunity for a better life, a job, to be able to pay for school, or put better food on the table. Imagine
a student taking a giant test for three full days. Her score on this one test literally determines her future.
She studies 12 hours a day for three years to prepare. 25 percent of her grade is based on English. It’s
called the Gaokao, and 80 million high school Chinese students have already taken this grueling test. The
intensity to learn English is almost unimaginable, unless you witness it.

So is English mania good or bad? Is English a tsunami, washing away other languages? Not
likely. English is the world’s second language. Your native language is your life. But with English
you can become part of a wider conversation: a global conversation about global problems, like
climate change or poverty, or hunger or disease. The world has other universal languages.
Mathematics is the language of science. Music is the language of emotions. And now English is
becoming the language of problemrsolving. Not because America is pushing it, but because the
world is pulling it. So English mania is a turning point. Like the harnessing of electricity in our

cities or the fall of the Berlin Wall, English represents hope for a better future — a future where
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the world has a common language to solve its common problems.

3&_’)@\9@\_’)&\3@ D59,

;

s Exercises ?
A
1. Watch the video and briefly summarize what you've heard. Then read the text and complete
your idea.
2. Present the summary to your classmates by answering the following questions:
e What is a mania?
o Why are people crazy about learning English?
e [s English Mania good or bad?
3. How do you understand “ Mathematics is the language of science. Music is the language of

emotions. And now English is becoming the language of problem-solving.”?

[I. Watching and Practicing

Watch the following videos online before class. Get ready to deliver a speech or present a group
discussion on the following topics according to the videos as well as the materials that you have

collected.
P S ST DI TN SO NS WS AT SUC UL TSSO SR SR SRE S S S-S DUT ST SRS S S SRR S S S U SE VU Sy

The Linguistic Genius of Babies
What Our Language Habits Reveal

How Language Transformed Humanity

ey e
e

S S N U O G D S SO S S N s SO G S N S S G S S S SO S P S S WD N R

L9599 O 9C -9,

Tasks g

GTTOCTTOCTTOCTTOCTTOCTTOCTTY

£ 0.9

1. Why are babies described as “citizens of the world”? Do you believe that there is critical period
in children’s language learning?

2. When do you think is the best time to start to learn a second language?

3. Is language a way of negotiating relationships?

4. In the globalized world, can we really afford to have all these different languages?

[1I. Topics for Discussion

Deliver a speech or present a group discussion on the following topics.
1. Hippocrates said: “The chief virtue that language can have is clearness, and nothing detracts

from it so much as the use of unfamiliar words. ” Comment on his words.
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Do you think language ability is born with us because a baby can learn her mother tongue in just
a few years while the language is so difficult to learn even for an adult?

A philosopher said that obstinate addiction to ordinary language in our private thoughts is one
of the main obstacles to creation. Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

English is the language of the superpower — America. And it is also the language of the
Internet and computers. Therefore, it is not uncommon to see and hear Chinese laden with
Anglicisms. What should we do and what should the government do about this phenomenon?
A study has suggested that foreign languages should be taught to all school students as soon as
they start school rather than waiting until grade 3 to start. The Modern Languages Working
Group also recommends that a third language should be started at the time that pupils now start
their learning a second language. Do you support the suggestion? Why or why not?

English has in the 20th century become the global language; it is the language of trade, diplomacy and
the Internet. English has 400 million mother tongue speakers in the world, and another 500 million
second tongue speakers. There have been many “lingua franca” languages before, Greek in the ancient
world then Latin in the Christian world until the seventeenth century and more recently French.
However, these languages have always been the language of the elite. English is both much more
widely spread geographically and is not just an elite language so it is having a much bigger effect and is
in a much better position to become a single language for everyone. However, does this mean that
those who speak English should not bother learning other languages, or those whose native tongue is

not English should only learn English?

V. Critical Thinking and Debating

Collect information and materials about the following motions. Debate in class and support your

ideas with reasons and facts.

1. Protection of language is protection of national identity.

NEPICTE S THPIUP I SUE SN SHE SU SIS SO0 TS TS SUE SAP SU G SHF S SAPOLE SUE SIETAE S SOL S SOF SO SAE U S S0 S SIS SHE SUE DT IS0
| f
+ Pros: t
1 . . . . t
i 1 How a people see the world is encased in the words they use to communicate with each |
1 other and the words they use to write songs, poems and stories about their people’s i
.t, :
+ history and experiences. }
3 2) Culture is inseparable from language. i
t 3 ... 1
{ :
b S S D U S DL SN SO SO SO SN0 U SO SO SN ST GO DU OSSOV DU OO SO SN OUE N A S S0 S S SO N SO SIE R SR SO SR OO0 B OO WO S
PSSR SRS —
1 1
+ Cons: t
i 1) But these two nations DO have shared history and these Anglicisms in the French i
1 language are only a reflection on this. 1
i i
X, X
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i

; t
+ 2) Certainly, how a people see the world is encased and reflected in the language they use, and their
E history and their relations with other nations is not separable from this vision of the world. i
b, t
: :

x,

2. Workers with advanced language skills increase the competitiveness of the economies they

participate in.

f t
+ Pros +
ﬁ 1) Languages are extremely beneficial to the economy in two senses. Firstly, language skills i
t improve a job candidate’s chances of selection, which keeps unemployment down. i
} !
} 2) Secondly, a high number of employees with language skills enhance companies’ abilities }
i to engage in trade and to expand their business abroad, in turn enhancing exports. i
) !
+ +

X,

WSV IS SO SUE UL S S SR UL SN S SSRGS U8 S SUE S SE ST S S DT LSS S WS S S L S ST GRS S IS DU SR O

TS T S SPI I SR SURE S DU ST S SR S S S ST ST T S BTSSR JSF S T S S S

1

+ Cons:

T . .. . ;

} D Languages are not the only economically beneficial skills. However, people with hands-
on experience in their field are needed to work a stable economy.

2) It is immoral that a government makes its people take posts using languages that aid the
country’s economy and not the individual’s job satisfaction.

3) In terms of benefits to the economy of their home country those who have studied

languages are more likely to work abroad constituting a brain drain.

=
e
S N G S N G U U U e

i e e

X,

More motions to debate:

1) The solution is more teaching of languages, not less.

2) There should be a global language.

3) It is sometimes right for the government to restrict freedom of speech.
4) Students should be free to choose to play to their strengths.

5 ...

V. Quotations

e Language ... has created the word “loneliness” to express the pain of being alone. And it has
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created the word “solitude” to express the glory of being alone.
—Paul Tillich
Political chaos is connected with the decay of language ... one can probably bring about some
improvement by starting at the verbal end.
—George Orwell
Political language. . . is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give
an appearance of solidity to pure wind.
—George Orwell
If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his
language, that goes to his heart.
—Nelson Mandela
The limits of my language means the limits of my world.
—Ludwig Wittgenstein
By and large, language is a tool for concealing the truth.
—George Carlin
Our language has wisely sensed the two sides of being alone. It has created the word loneliness
to express the pain of being alone. And it has created the word solitude to express the glory of
being alone.
—Paul Tillich
He who does not love his own language is worse than an animal and smelly fish.
—Jose Rizal
In making a speech one must study three points: first, the means of producing persuasion;
second, the language; third the proper arrangement of the various parts of the speech.
— Aristotle
Our language is the reflection of ourselves. A language is an exact reflection of the character
and growth of its speakers.

—Cesar Chavez

VI. Listening and Recital O

Daffodils
William Wordsworth

I wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
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Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw I at a glance,

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay, In such a jocund company:
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

VIl. Presentation Training
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Catch the Star That Holds Your Destiny

Catch the star that holds your destiny, the one that forever twinkles within your heart. Take
advantage of precious opportunities while they still sparkle before you. Always believe that your
ultimate goal is attainable as long as you commit yourself to it.

Though barriers may sometimes stand in the way of your dreams, remember that your destiny
is hiding behind them. Accept the fact that not everyone is going to approve of the choices you've
made. Have faith in your judgment. Catch the star that twinkles in your heart and it will lead you
to your destiny’s path. Follow that pathway and uncover the sweet sunrises that await you.

Take pride in your accomplishments, as they are stepping stones to your dreams. Understand
that you may make mistakes, but don’t let them discourage you. Value your capabilities and
talents for they are what make you truly unique. The greatest gifts in life are not purchased, but
acquired through hard work and determination. Find the star that twinkles in your heart, for you
alone are capable of making your brightest dreams come true. Give your hopes everything you've

got and you will catch the star that holds your destiny.



