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Preface

Originally this volume was intended to
combine and bring to date two books pub-
lished in 1927, namely, The Normal Chest and
Modern Aspects of the Diagnosis, Classifica-
tion and Treatment of Tuberculosts. However,
as the work progressed the scope was enlarged
to include extrathoracic tuberculosis, since
this often complicates the disease in the thorax
and also because tuberculous lesions, wherever
they occur, have the same etiology—the
tubercle bacillus.

There are now large areas in the United
States where tuberculosis has decreased so
rapidly in the last two decades that its pul-
monary clinical forms actually occur less fre-
quently than such diseases as pneumonia and
bronchiectasis. Therefore, we have included
most of the common and a few of the rare
nontuberculous diseases of the respiratory
tract.

The heart and great vessels must be con-
sidered in every thoroughgoing examination
of the chest; thus most of the more usual dis-
eases and conditions which attack them are
presented.

Embryology, practical consideration of
anatomy and physiology of the various organs
are included, as these subjects are necessary
to a clear understanding of anomalies, location
and extension of disease, function of organs in
health and disease, effects of certain drugs,
ete.

Not long ago the physician who limited his
work to the chest or heart was one who dealt
with all diagnostic, therapeutic and preventive
problems in these spheres. Then one or two
persons could write somewhat authoritatively
all of the chapters for a book with a title
such as this one. This is no longer possible.

X1

Today there is so much information avail-
able and so much detail is necessary in diag-
nosis and treatment that experts have de-
veloped within the field of chest diseases.
Thoracic and cardiac surgery are good ex-
amples. Even in single diseases, such as
sarcoidosis, fungus infections, asthma, and
rheumatic fever, a few physicians because
of opportunity, experience and special in-
terest, have assembled information and have
become so proficient that they are recog-
nized as specialists. In the preparation of
the manusecript for this volume, therefore,
we invited a number of physicians to con-
tribute their expert knowledge in such a way
that it would be of practical use to the medical
student and the physician in general practice as
well as those in special fields whose diagnostic
and therapeutic problems at times are related
to diseases and conditions of the chest and the
heart.

This volume is presented in the hope that
it will stimulate among students and phy-
sicians everywhere a keen interest in the study
of diseases of the chest and closely allied con-
ditions; that it will aid many to become pro-
ficient diagnosticians; that it will suggest to
them methods of treatment which may result
in the alleviation of suffering and the exten-
sion of life; that it may inspire them to teach
and practice in their communities true meth-
ods of prevention—to the saving of lives of
many now living, and of thousands yet un-
born, from invalidism, poverty, and untimely
death.

J. A. MYERS
C. A. McKiNLAY

Minneapolis, Minnesota
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