


ARTISTS
and

THEIR CATS

By Alison Nastasi

OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
AAAAAAAAAAAA



Text copyright © 2015 by Alison Nastasi.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced in any form without written permission
from the publisher.

Page 110 constitutes a continuation of the copyright
page.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
available.

ISBN: 978-1-4521-3355-3

Manufactured in China.

MIX

PupI:Ir from
FSC responsible sources

wiscoy  FSC® C104723

Design by Kristen Hewitt
Cover image by Roger Higgins

1098765432

Chronicle Books LLC

680 Second Street

San Francisco, CA 94107
www.chroniclebooks.com



ARTISTS
and

THEIR CATS



DEDICATION

For Griffin and Sascha, the greatest cats

an artist could ever hope for.



CONTENTS

INTRODUGCTION .o 8
AETBEVALGHL -, o o S aviowa T SRR HY S v SV VA S5 S AR e Heess SA S e 7 12
ATWEIWEL L. e s 15
Albert DUubOUL .. ... e 16
Amelin VAN BUTEH : v svs o sewss i3 5565 in 599em 73 S5 55 40 5085 6t 58 90558 S 2 46050 #2573 19
Andy Warhol .. ... e 20
Arthur Rackham ... 23
BAMNUE v v w o w55 s vaiiss o6 a0 o6 50005 66 Goias i 0TS i S A8 05 STa 0T B B s 24
BRAAN B0 - saiian nsines b agie 55 WA 55050 7 IWTEY 58 ATEeD SUAICNS TR HOTeH TR Y AR S KRR 27
Claude Cahun ... e 28
DiegdiEiacomaatll. o sownm wm s s s semess i ot 56 SomeE W SEEEEEE IR o e 31
Baward GOTEY 5 o i sosms. o mones v Sosss b vomss o §3958 03 Sau i SSER S aEstn 2 Siusy s 82
Edward WesStomn .....o.ooiiiiii i et e 35
EnkiBilal. ... 36
EricaMacdonald .........cocoveimioiiriimmiiin s i 39
B GBI LG ¢ 2o sor rioisim cor ecrom i i S 00903 0 S A 8 SR B0 . WM S 40
FrankStella .. ...ooii e 43
FridaKahlo ... 44
Georges MAallIte : cusis sz svses i cwnon o6 555 5 fesen & 595 45l 99565 66 o9 e 55 Seiviesn 14 4as 47
Georgia O Keeffe ... e 48
GrandmMaIVIOSES :xssee sussnes vasions vocsuinn b siaisis soaauss secasie 5oy somes s e see 51
Gustav KHmME .. . covvs s srusnsvs coviw as s wewas s vas+8 §Hiems § o0 956 y/msee swsames &8 weos 52
FOITAIE INEWEOL .. = v mesmn 55 S5 ¥ SR NGRS Y B O LRGSR ST 55
Henri Cartier-Bresson«»/ MartineFranck .................................. 56
Henti MAEISSE v mvomes pumimes p e susmsies Srmaisos s e s walm 6 et i s e swss 59
Herbert TODIAS ... e saunisnasaomimssemes mams 5o saies s sRaess sTesess i eess s swi s 60

Hermann HeSSe .. .....un it ittt e et e et e 63



Jacques Villon, Marcel Duchamp, Raymond Duchamp-Villon .................... 64

JEAMICOCERAL ..o v 15 b vs 50mioie- 58 TEMIEA 15 WO RAPELINE FTermISSS SaTSATHRS 51 STRL8SS oalaseteibin ars widhoie 67
JEan-NHCHEL BASTUAGLE .8 1o oo nssme sieisiers wn 3 miie s 1 LAF 55 #TRER He SIS 83 SR00E 05 LSS 68
JAM HENSON cvc cvcivs v svmisie s s e sieis s wmisiois s s miminis wis sininin st sonisimin =in sisins 00 80580 5 71
TONTT GBI, 1o o s siwstaurss saos sy lowali a5 w57 w28 s 50 90 400 S50 bl 00 Wiokw o o 0lK i 0o 72
Johti Leniion e YOKRO QIO . . s an vosne a8 50855 50 w56 it Guage 6 sms seasmisn s e o s 75
TROUTS MVEITE < s ceuseroe mas soceionsimie sen mssinsmss sie sonseiere s ssomsiade o s . s o b P ST 0 /0 S8 S HESrR0a0E 648 a7 3 76
Margaret Bonrke-WHILE . ucewscs mewiess naswsme iromn arm sce sce v vmewis sis simvass ais siases s sig 79
IVEATAIARL e vco s e 63 w8 55656 65 MEWER 5 SHEEE 9 SFHI0R 970 SR8 S8 BEGiacer 58 1958 0 B OIS B olniorn 80
PABIGPIBTEED .voe i moisiors i s mris sor i it sisiimis s i o8 TS 7% 0070 00 SR 8 AATY 2 i s 83
Pabtl SINTEN © o v i s s sioniars s armioion oo sireions e wiai s wos swrwinis ws siwionis s ssieinis e sosaroie w8 So/8168 84
Paul Klee and Lily StUTDE cu os s suman e s s swcares s s 75 saiss ave soars s smiiais sia siois vie 87
PR BUTAGTONEE . o cminie s siiome a8 ek o 50568 75 Goman 58 HaEEH £ Apa/as i1 oo sns saiesine o 88
Robert Indiana ex Andy Warhol .......oovviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiininiiiiiiinens 91
BOTAne BORPAER i su sups s wawisns o amiins in sessirins b5 seasssons s sop wtsve 408 i o 53 koiainie ip. seaross 50.859 92
SalvadorDall, . ..o evissm sspaes o s ssome e ames ol e PR B R 95
SAULSESIRDEEE «.. v vies e o simisieis s mminsmon a6 biiwiossinommonsisis 458 5 V075 53 38 55T 44 58104583 farmli w-gtirsss 96
Suzanne Valadon, Maurice Utrillo, André Utter ...............cocooiiiinniionn. 99
Tapuhart Bouital e s ssmes v gusm in suwms s camms s soeee via omsrass ae wersiors s emivisss s:s swasnss 100
VETABEEA o o vvies mmivn mie s wimseimsn wis s S0 1 S5 T RS S FATS SRR e vA T ¥ S s s 103
WWADAB GHAE « o-. ivviscon s sisioiove o siomivin o scaisiois me siaisnass mie sisisiaseivie ssaimieis ais siainics 318 w00 o3 S5068% 46 104
William S, BUTTOUSRS ...ttt ettt e e e e e 107
BIBLIOGRAPHETY e o sumume s sawin s ssse amwenss siex sion 1 evae s syse swsissns 108
CREBEIDETIS. oo rie et ronimisr frmalommasmmmanmmrsaih SO S R R A0 560 110
ACRENOWLEDGMENTS . soesmmmimessg s v osmewss s omete sae 112



ARTISTS
and

THEIR CATS






ARTISTS
and

THEIR CATS

By Alison Nastas i

OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
SSSSSSSSSSSS



Text copyright © 2015 by Alison Nastasi.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced in any form without written permission
from the publisher.

Page 110 constitutes a continuation of the copyright
page.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
available.

ISBN: 978-1-4521-3355-3

Manufactured in China.

MIX

Paper from
responsible sources
FSC

wiscos  FSC® C104723

Design by Kristen Hewitt
Cover image by Roger Higgins

1098765432

Chronicle Books LL.C

680 Second Street

San Francisco, CA 94107
www.chroniclebooks.com



DEDICATION

For Griffin and Sascha, the greatest cats

an artist could ever hope for.



CONTENTS

INTRODUGCTION .o 8
AETBEVALGHL -, o o S aviowa T SRR HY S v SV VA S5 S AR e Heess SA S e 7 12
ATWEIWEL L. e s 15
Albert DUubOUL .. ... e 16
Amelin VAN BUTEH : v svs o sewss i3 5565 in 599em 73 S5 55 40 5085 6t 58 90558 S 2 46050 #2573 19
Andy Warhol .. ... e 20
Arthur Rackham ... 23
BAMNUE v v w o w55 s vaiiss o6 a0 o6 50005 66 Goias i 0TS i S A8 05 STa 0T B B s 24
BRAAN B0 - saiian nsines b agie 55 WA 55050 7 IWTEY 58 ATEeD SUAICNS TR HOTeH TR Y AR S KRR 27
Claude Cahun ... e 28
DiegdiEiacomaatll. o sownm wm s s s semess i ot 56 SomeE W SEEEEEE IR o e 31
Baward GOTEY 5 o i sosms. o mones v Sosss b vomss o §3958 03 Sau i SSER S aEstn 2 Siusy s 82
Edward WesStomn .....o.ooiiiiii i et e 35
EnkiBilal. ... 36
EricaMacdonald .........cocoveimioiiriimmiiin s i 39
B GBI LG ¢ 2o sor rioisim cor ecrom i i S 00903 0 S A 8 SR B0 . WM S 40
FrankStella .. ...ooii e 43
FridaKahlo ... 44
Georges MAallIte : cusis sz svses i cwnon o6 555 5 fesen & 595 45l 99565 66 o9 e 55 Seiviesn 14 4as 47
Georgia O Keeffe ... e 48
GrandmMaIVIOSES :xssee sussnes vasions vocsuinn b siaisis soaauss secasie 5oy somes s e see 51
Gustav KHmME .. . covvs s srusnsvs coviw as s wewas s vas+8 §Hiems § o0 956 y/msee swsames &8 weos 52
FOITAIE INEWEOL .. = v mesmn 55 S5 ¥ SR NGRS Y B O LRGSR ST 55
Henri Cartier-Bresson«»/ MartineFranck .................................. 56
Henti MAEISSE v mvomes pumimes p e susmsies Srmaisos s e s walm 6 et i s e swss 59
Herbert TODIAS ... e saunisnasaomimssemes mams 5o saies s sRaess sTesess i eess s swi s 60

Hermann HeSSe .. .....un it ittt e et e et e 63



Jacques Villon, Marcel Duchamp, Raymond Duchamp-Villon .................... 64
Jemy Cooteatacau e s v sowws v sams s swmns e wamas 16 0a 98 BFODITE 06 UHETR 8BS 1 67
Jean-Miche]l BaSOUIIAT i is vvsss in ei5e 5a seksn o Sobiis siomrimas semieis e smsimia sie asmmsms s s 68
JIMHENSON Lo e 71
JORI A ittt e e e 72
Johnlennon awd’ YOKE ON0! w s yrves sy sasws s sesw s deaas 5 saos 55 sa@vs & 55608 % 5405 75
JTa 10N b « PN 76
Margaret Bourke-WHhite ..o e 79
MAFALIRY « swcnwws v vsiss s sosssurs ax swavs srs w0 i Sames 5 e 95 600G 0 PEEE 5 SNERY 5 9 80
PablOIPIGANEY 556 i 59050 <0580 10 B0 65 Snsiee 5 S 55 Famdt 5 ol S svmsrmes e remsvmns s S 83
Pattl SIIth o e 84
Paul Klee and/ Lily Stumpf .. ..o e 87
Philip Burne-JONeS o o vaves o5 o corman i5 56 o6 5o 5 vom o 95 Somsl 5 5955 0 69558 91 59595 88
Robert Indiana ex/ Andy Warhol .......o..viviiieeniiiie i 91
Romare BEATAOI .. ... ...ttt ittt et e 92
SalradorTBall < . msus o s s wmonsas swass s s s THaERYS o FNNE 0T SR 16 SEN 95
SAULSTOINBOTE 15 60ivs 15 envi58 1is sitreiiis sie siarrass 1ir siervis 18 s toe sessranls 1 sarniase 220 usroceee 11 susioisns aus 96
Suzanne Valadon, Maurice Utrillo, André Utter ..............ccooiiiiiniienn.. 99
Tsuguharu FOujita ... ....oooooiii e e 100
VErUSOHIH 5o o5 omom o s s o o0 omats 05 5a0h 05 S6Ta% V5 56008 03 5545 53 W398 Vo S0 038 Vo 4160980 103
WanAa GaAE ...t it e e e 104
William S. Burroughs . ... ... 107
BIBLIOGRAPHY ittt 108
CRIEDTTSB! ... s e mrie in insisis sn Ssinseon i mzsini s et s st s s oo e i 110
ACKNOWLEDGME NS . s s oo g v svassss ivess o 56 112



INTRODUCTION

Every artist needs a muse, and every cat needs a human...to rule over. The
universe could potentially implode if these fundamental laws were broken.
which may explain why creative personalities throughout history have kept cats
as companions. When considering the great artists of our time, or the artistic

”

temperament in general, labels like “nonconformist,” “aloof,” and “mysterious”
are often applied. The clichés are worthy of much eye-rolling, but in the case of
humankind’s kittenly companions, the statements ring true.

One of the animal kingdom’s most independent species, the cat is essen-
tially a solitary creature, possessing deeply ingrained territorial and predatory
traits. Despite being domesticated for thousands of years, the genetic difference
between a house cat and its predecessor, the African wildcat, is whisker-thin.
Dear kitty may not stalk the Hoggar Mountains in search of prey anymore, but
living room furniture makes a fine surrogate for the rocky Algerian regions
prowled by its ancestors.

Unlike their mortal enemy, the dog—a social pack animal that loves noth-
ing more than pleasing humans and maintains a nine-to-five schedule—felines
have minimal tolerance for human agendas and the personality quirks we seek
toimpose upon them. Nighttime is a cat’s life. There are toy mice to maul, rolls
of toilet paper to reap, and invisible foes to battle in the dark while their human
“owners” lie asleep (or awake, dreading the inevitable clamor of their alarm
clocks).

It should come as no surprise, then, that artists have always found a great
affinity for cats. What other creature would join them during intense bouts of
late-night studio toil and be content to simply coexist? Numerous studies have
illustrated that the behavioral characteristics of different animals, particularly

dogs and cats, appeal to people with comparable personalities. Inevitably, many
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anywhere from twelve to twenty hours of sleep per day) is actually an instinctive
calling. Clearly, the loners and rebels (and possibly the habitual nappers) of the
human and animal worlds are soul mates.

The enigmatic allure of cats has fascinated artists for centuries, notably in
ancient cultures, where artisans transformed cats into omnipotent idols. When
civilization embraced and eventually tamed the creatures, adopting them as
pets, cats also became honored as religious and folkloric symbols, woven into
myth. Artifacts offer countless examples of the reverence in which the beasts
were held—suggesting that spoiled cat-brats are hardly a new phenomenon.
The sacred species’ popularity didn’t start with the Internet; it was originally
conceived in antiquity, some several thousand years ago.

Cats were deeply revered in ancient Egypt, where they became symbolic
figureheads of their own religious sect, embodied in the goddess figure of Bastet
(Bast). Devotees numbering in the hundreds of thousands would make an
annual pilgrimage to Bubastis, home of the cat cult. Upon the cherished com-
panions’ demise, cats were mourned and mummified similarly to humans. And
while Egypt’s cat worship tends to dominate the history books, felines had a pres-
ence in other Mediterranean cultures throughout the ages. A temple dedicated
to Bastet, discovered in Alexandria in 2010 and built by Queen Berenice I1,
wife of King Ptolemy I1I Euergetes, the third ruler of the Ptolemaic dynasty
of Egypt, suggests an admiration for felines among the ancient Greeks. The
Romans respected the cat’s sense of independence and brought the creatures
to the battlefields, using their rodent-hunting proclivities to keep food supplies
and leather goods free from rats. Cats were considered emissaries of the goddess
Liberty, often depicted with felines curled at her feet. According to the witch-
craft lore compiled in the nineteenth-century book, Aradia, or the Gospel of the
Witches, another Roman deity, Diana, who ruled the moon and is associated
with wild animals, was said to have seduced the god of light, Lucifer, by trans-

forming herselfinto a cat in order to slip into his bedroom at night.
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