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The ecological environment restoration of the Yangtze
River should be put at an overwhelming position at present
and for a considerably long time in the future.

Greatly protect environment not to engage in large
development.

According to the report of Xinhua News Agency on January 7th,
2016, XI Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, state
president, as well as the chairman of the Central Military Commission,
held the forum on how to promote the development of the Yangtze River
Economic Belt in Chongqing on January 5th, 2016. He listened to the
opinions and suggestions proposed by representatives from the relevant
provinces and departments of the State Council. At the meeting, he stressed
that the Yangtze River is the mother river of the Chinese nation and is also
an important support for the development of the Chinese nation. XI Jinping
also indicated that the long—term interests of the Chinese nation must be
considered in promoting the development of the Yangtze River economic
belt. We should take the road of ecological priority and green development,
and let the beautiful scenery produce great ecological benefits, economic
benefits and social benefits, so that the mother river can be full of vitality.

Xi Jinping held this symposium in Chongqing during his investigation.

He listened to the opinions and suggestions proposed by the principal



responsible comrades of the Party committee from eleven provinces and
cities, such as Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhenjiang, Anhui, Jiangxi, Hubei, Hunan,
Chongqing, Sichuan, Guizhou and Yunnan, and the people from relevant
departments of the State Council. Then, XI Jinping delivered an important
speech.

Xi Jinping pointed out that promoting the development of the Yangize
River economic belt is a major regional development strategy of China,
and this strategy has been proposed to promote the leading group of
development of the Yangtze River economic belt, the relevant departments
of the State Council, the governments of provinces and cities along the river
to have done a lot of work. Positive results have been achieved in these
aspects, such as regulate waterway, use water resources, control and govern
water pollution along the Yangize river, promote the integration of customs
clearance and inspection and quarantine; and a number of major projects
has been promoted smoothly. All of these works should be affirmed.

Xi Jinping emphasized that both the Yangtze River and the Yellow
River are not only the birthplace of the Chinese nation, but also the cradle
of the Chinese nation. Overseeing the development history of Chinese
civilization, from Szechwan to the south of the Yangtze River, there are lots
of outstanding people and countless heroes in the Yangize River Basin. For
thousands of years, the Yangize River basin is linked with water, connecting
the upstream and downstream, the left and right bank, dry tributary, forming
a large economic and social system. Nowadays, it is still an important link
of the economic zone of Silk Road and that of the maritime Silk Road in the
21st century. Since the founding of new China, especially since the Reform

and Opening—up, the economy and comprehensive strength in the Yangize



River Basin has developed rapidly and promoted greatly, respectively, so
the Yangtze River economic belt is the core of China's economic focus
and vitality. The status and role of Yangtze River and the Yangtze River
Economic Belt indicate that promoting the development of the Yangtze
River economic belt must adhere to the strategic positioning of ecological
priority and green development, which is not only to respect the laws of
nature, but also to respect the economic law and social law.

Xi Jinping pointed out the Yangtze River has a unique ecological
system, and it is an important ecological treasure for us. At present and
for a considerably long time in the future, the major ecological restoration
project must be considered as a priority to the development project of the
Yangtze River Economic Zone. We should implement well the ecological
restoration projects, such as the establishment of the shelter forest system
of Yangtze River, the governance of soil erosion and stone desertification
in karats area, returning farmland to forest and grassland, soil and water
conservation, ecological conservation and restoration of rivers, lakes and
wetland, to enhance the ecological functions of soil and water conservation.
Moreover, the ecological protection of Yangtze River should be conducted
with the reform and innovative method. In the premise of limited capacity
of the ecological environment, relying on the Yangize River waterway, we
should correctly handle the contradiction between flood control, navigation
and power generation, and consciously promote the green low—carbon
development cycle. We encouraged the qualified areas to first form the
industrial structure of saving energy resources and protecting ecological
environment, and change consumption patterns, let the gold waterway to

produce gold benefits indeed.
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Xi Jinping stressed that the Yangize River economic belt which is
considered as a watershed economy integrated with water, roads, ports,
banks, production, as well as many other aspects of the city and biology,
wetlands and environment, so it must be overall planned. Firstly, we should
strengthen the systematic thinking, co—ordinate the reform and development
of various areas, the regional policy, the construction of various fields, a
variety of resource elements, and the synergies between provinces and
municipalities along the Yangtze river can be more obvious so as to promote
the synergetic development in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze
River economic belt and interactive cooperation between the East, Central
and Western of China. So the Yangtze River Economic Zone will be built
to be China's first demonstration zone, innovation driven belt, coordinated
development zone of ecological civilization construction. Secondly, we
should optimize the use efficiency of existing shoreline and integrate
water safety with flood control, pollution control, quay, transportation and
landscape, etc., as a whole, and pay close attention to solve the disorderly
development of industries along the river and port coastline. Moreover,
we also optimize the layout of city group of Yangtize River Economic Belt,
adhere to the combination of different scales of cities and the linkage
between the East, ceniral and the west of China. Relying on the three major
urban agglomerations of the Yangize River Delta, the middle reaches of the
Yangize River and Chongqing city, we can drive the development of the
Yangize River economic belt.

XI Jinping pointed out that we should establish the leadership system
and working mechanism of co—ordination, planning guide, market operation

to promote the development of the Yangtze River economic belt. In this



process, leading group will better play a leading role, and the development
planning should focus on the overall strategy, be practical, and have leading
constraint function.

Protection of ecological environment, establishment of a unified
market, and acceleration of structural adjustment and transfer, are already
a clear direction and focus, so we should take action towards it as early as
possible. However, in these aspects such as scientific utilization of water
resources, optimization of industrial layout, planning of port shoreline
resource and arrangement of a number of major investment projects, if
we cannot see through the whole situation temporarily, or lack of unified
opinions, please calm ourselves down, sometimes it is necessary to
think back. For these more difficult problems, scientific verification and
comparative selection are needed; for those things we cannot do, it is
necessary to list the negative list.

Market and opening environment are the important power to promote
the development of the Yangtze River Economic belt. In this process, the
market should play a decisive role in the allocation of resources, and the
government performs its duties better. So the governments of these provinces
along the Yangtze River should speed up the function transformation to
improve the level of public services and create a good market environment.
In the end, both the ideological understanding and practical action of
governments of provinces along the Yangize River and the relevant
departments of the state should be consistent, and we will make joint
efforts to built the Yangtze River Economic Belt to be the gold economic
belt with more beautiful ecological environment, more smooth traffic, more

harmonious economy, more unified market, and more scientific mechanism.
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