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PREFACE

In the past six years an extensive number of monoclonal antibodies have been
produced, characterised and used to study the structure and functions of a
number of human blood platelet membrane glycoproteins. These monoclonal
antibodies have tremendously enhanced our understanding on the role played
by membrane glycoproteins in human blood platelet functions. The aim of this
book is to review important aspects of this expanding new field.

This book has been organized into six sections. The first section is an introduc-
tion to human blood platelets and monoclonal antibodies. The next section
deals with monoclonal antibodies directed against glycoprotein Ib, a major
glycoprotein necessary for platelet adhesion and the use of crossed immuno-
electrophoresis to study this glycoprotein. The third section deals with
monoclonal antibodies directed against two major membrane glycoproteins,
IIb and IlIa, that play a major role in platelet aggregation. The fourth section
deals with monoclonal antibodies directed against membrane glycoproteins
that may regulate platelet calcium influx and the interaction of these or other
glycoproteins with the cytoskeleton. The fifth section deals with monoclonal
antibodies directed against adhesive proteins such as FVIII:vWF or throm-
bospondin. The sixth section deals with the use of monoclonal antibodies in
the diagnosis of certain disease states.
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