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Understanding and Assessing the Population

Transferring Policies in Beijing: A Case of
“Mobilized Governance”

Tao Liu, Yunxia Zhuo, Ting Sun

Abstract Beijing, with limited resources and capabilities in urban
governance, haslong been troubled with problems in various aspects, such
as transportation, environment and housing prices. These problems have
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been argued to result mainly from the over concentration of population.
Recently, a proposal of transferring the non-essential functions of the
capital has been presented by the central authority to tackle these problems.
When translated by the local authority, however, such a comprehensive
plan has been read as one that aims at improving the city only by population
transferring. Consequently, a system with an ambition to transfer population
in a short time by promoting the cooperation and competition among every
part within the local government has been carried out. In this system, a
united ideology is favored, a clear division of work s specified, a systematic
assessmentis set, and various incentive methods are adopted. Unfortunately,
this “mobilized governance” has hitherto yet stimulated the enthusiasm
of other social entities outside the government. Moreover, this movement
is characterized by an over-simplified target and very limited time, the
conjunction of which has destined the breakdown of the intra-governmental
cooperation system. Therefore, the effects of such system still remain
ambiguous, and its capability to improve governance capacity remains
questionable.

Key words Population Transferring, Mobilized Governance,
Governance Capacity, Policy Assessment, Beijing
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