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Chapter One
Stories

As is a tale, so is life; not how long it is,
but how good it is, is what matters.

—Lucius Seneca




Unit 1 An Old Man and His Umbrella

Important Sentences

1. It was a beautiful spring morning.
X HE R R,

2. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky, and the sun was warm but not too hot.
KA , KEHTR IR BAEA R,

3. Then are you carrying the umbrella to keep the sun off you?

B 5 A S T HEPY AR BH A
An Old Man and His Umbrella

It was a beautiful spring morning.
There wasn’t a cloud in the sky, and the sun
was warm but not too hot. So Mr. Andrews
was surprised when he saw an old gentleman
at the bus-stop with a big, strong black
umbrella in his hand. Mr. Andrews said to

him, “Are we going to have rain today, do

you think?” “No,” said the old gentleman, AR A

“I don’t think so.” “Then are you carrying the umbrella to keep the sun off
you?” “No, the sun is not very hot in spring. ” Mr. Andrews looked at the
big umbrella again, and the gentleman said, “I am an old man, and my legs
are not very strong, so I really need a walking stick. But when 1 carry a
walking stick, people say, ‘Look at that poor old man,’ and I don’t like
that. When I carry an umbrella in fine weather, people only say, ‘Look at

»r»

that stupid man.



Key Words

walking stick [ 'wotkip] [stik] n. $3BL;FHL
stupid [ 'stjuipid ] adj. BIER; RELH

Translation
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Unit 2 DI’ve Left My Shoe Pattern at Home

Important Sentences

1. The young man got into trouble at once.

A ERNSLZIBEA T B
2. With a policeman’s help, he found a shop.
TEEL AT B T — KRk,

I’ve Left My Shoe Pattern at Home

Tim is a 16-year-old boy who studies in a high school. His parents tell
him to study hard and they do everything for him. They wake him up at 6 .00
a. m. and after breakfast his father takes him to school by car. As soon as
the young man comes home from school, the supper is ready. Of course, he
never does chores. Once, Tim’s father would go to London on business for a
year. Before leaving, he told his wife to look after their son well. The
woman had to get up earlier and did all what her husband did before. Two
months later, she was so tired that she was ill. The young man got into
trouble at once. He couldn’t do housework. He didn’t know where to get on
the bus.

One day, Tim’s mother found his shoes
were worn out and told him to buy a new
pair. But he didn’t know how to choose right
shoes. The woman had a sigh, gave him a

shoe pattern and told him to buy shoes

himself. With a policeman’s help, he found
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a shop. The shopkeeper brought some shoes and asked him to choose. When
he was trying on one pair, suddenly he remembered something and took them
off. The shopkeeper was surprised and asked, “What’s the matter?”

“I'm sorry. I've left my shoe pattern at home. ”

Key Words

chore [tfor] n. FETAE(IIRKH A55) ;s S AVHRBIEER TAE
sigh [sar] ». WU ABML; IURHITEL; no IUR, ISR
pattern [ 'paetn] n. B, BIR,; BFE; oo B, DIEIZR3EM

Translation
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Unit 3 Helping Hands

Important Sentences

1. A potato farmer was sent to prison just at the time when he should have
been digging the ground for planting the new crop of potatoes.
—ANFIE 1 G AYAR FRAEIE i B AR T+ S R B T AR

2. ... he did not have any friends or neighbours who would be willing to do

the digging for them.
------ AR AT U 0 T A

Helping Hands

A potato farmer was sent to prison just
at the time when he should have been
digging the ground for planting the new crop

of potatoes. He knew that his wife would not

, be strong enough to do the digging by
herself, but that she could manage to do the planting; and he knew that he
did not have any friends or neighbours who would be willing to do the
digging for them. So he wrote a letter to his wife which said, “Please do not
dig the potato field. I hid the money and the gun there. ”

Ten days later he got a letter from his wife. It said, “I think somebody
read your letter before it got out of the prison. Someone arrived here two days
ago and dug up the whole potato field. What shall I do now?”

The prisoner wrote back at once, “Plant the potatoes, of course. ”



Key Words

dig [ dig] v. #2598
neighbour [ 'meitbo ] n. £BJE 40

Translation

# F
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Unit 4 Congratulations on
Your New Position

Important Sentences

1. He was appointed to the particular position which he wanted.
ML A AL Al AR BB
2. Some beautiful flowers were delivered to them.

AN T — P L

3 Congratu]atlons on your new position.
ﬁn4 _Tlﬁﬂ"

J\ Jo H

Congratulations on Your New Position

For a long time Dr. Jackson had wanted
to get a permanent job in a certain big
modern hospital, and at last he succeeded.
He was appointed to the particular position

which he wanted, and he and his wife moved

to the house which they were now to live in.
The next day some beautiful flowers were
delivered to them, with a note which said, “Deepest sympathy.”

Naturally, Dr. Jackson was annoyed to receive such an extraordinary
note, and telephoned the shop which had sent the flowers to find out what
the note meant.

When the owner of the shop heard what had happened, he apologised to
Dr. Jackson for having made the mistake.

“

“But what really worries me much more,” he added, “is that the
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flowers which ought to have gone to you were sent to a funeral, with a card

’”

which said, ‘Congratulations on your new position.

Key Words

permanent ['p3:m9n9nt] adj. 7](7\9@,*%%9"]
appoint [ d'pomt] v. {7, UK

particular [ pa'tikjolo] adj. H#ilHY ;48 AE 1Y
sympathy [ 'simpa®i] n. A [

annoy [9'1101] v. ﬁﬁi]?}, FER]

extraordinary [ ik'strordnri ] adj. JEJLEY; FRA|AY
funeral [ 'fjumoral ] n. ZEfL

Translation

MBEEEF
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Unit 5 The House of 1,000 Mirrors

Important Sentences

. He looked through the doorway with his ears lifted high and his tail
wagging as fast as it could.

il g e i A e W PR M B FE L, AT I LR B

. He smiled a great smile, ...

([PPSR ¥ €5 < TR

. ... he thought to himself, ...

. He slowly climbed the stairs and hung his head low as he looked into the
door.

AR AT HUC | 5 B, SR E BHE AR R TR,

. All the faces in the world are mirrors. What kind of reflections do you see

in the faces of the people you meet?
LS T SR P e e 1 N S S NNl = L (S =
TEWE?

The House of 1,000 Mirrors

Long ago in a small faraway village, there was a place known as the

House of 1,000 Mirrors.

A happy little dog learned of this place and decided to visit it. When he
arrived, he bounced happily up the stairs to the doorway of the house.

He looked through the doorway with his ears lifted high and his tail
wagging as fast as it could.

To his great surprise, he found himself staring at 1,000 other happy
10



