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Gugalun House, Versam, Graubinden
1990-1994






Our theme was Old and New. A simple, seventeenth-century farmhouse that faces
north and looks at the moon, as its name “Gugalun” says, was to have a new
addition with bathroom, kitchen, heating, and two bedrooms—an important
modernization for the continued life of this modest old farmstead. A new roof
would shelter and connect the old and the new.

The walls for the addition on the slope side of the house are made of thermally
insulated wooden box girder joists, which we developed for this application.

The construction allowed a seamless connection between the historical house and
the new addition, and the stepped concrete foundation provided a logical
response to the upward slope.

The feel of the interior spaces is intimate and modest, but atmospherically dense.
In the center of the new portion of the house, as part of its supporting

structure, we constructed a monolith of dark, gleaming concrete, in which we

left hollow recesses. In winter warm air from the built-in wood stove in

the kitchen flows through these hollow spaces. The old section of the house,

with its little parlor, side room, and the bedrooms with their tiny windows

from olden times, has kept its secret.












