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Preface*

As a former Minister of Agriculture, I can speak with confidence about the
policy positions outlined in Agriculture in The Bahamas: Historical Development
1492-2012. Indeed when I became Prime Minister of The Bahamas for the second
time in 2012, I incorporated some of these same policy initiatives into the political
agenda of my Government.

In his book, Ambassador Eneas provides us with a panoramic historical view of
Bahamian Agriculture. It recalls that The Bahamas was the place of first arrival for
Europeans in the New World. When they arrived, however, they found a functioning
food production system, features of which have been retained in our present
agricultural system utilizing a technology rooted in our indigenous pothole farming.

In more recent history, with the ascendency of Tourism, Agriculture in The
Bahamas was relegated to an inferior place in our economy.

However, with the resurgence of Food and Nutrition Security as integral
components of the global food agenda, it was necessary for my Government to revisit
the role of Agriculture in our economy.

Agriculture in The Bahamas: Historical Development 1492—2012. provides a
perspective which only an agricultural professional with an intimate knowledge of
food production in The Bahamas and the Caribbean Region can provide. Ambassador
Eneas has met this challenge with his customary erudition, and a deep-seated
understanding of this industry.

I cannot commend him highly enough.

The Rt. Hon. Perry G. Christie, M. P.,
PRIME MINISTER
COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS
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