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@ WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

William
Shakespeare

t the age of one, William Shakespeare
Awas lucky to be alive. After he was
born, a deadly disease came to England. It
was called the plague. It killed thousands of
people. But William Shakespeare lived.

Shakespeare grew up in Stratford-upon-

Avon, England. He went to school nine

hours a day, six days a week. In 1582, at age 18, he married Anne
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Hathaway, a farmer’s daughter. She was eight years older than he
was. Their first child was a daughter. Later they had twins. In 1585,
Shakespeare left Stratford-upon-Avon. His wife and children stayed
behind. No one knows why he left or what he did between 1585 and
1592.

In 1592, Shakespeare lived in London. He rented rooms or lived
with friends. He visifed his wife and family once a year. Shakespeare
became an actor, and he also wrote plays. He usually acted in his
own plays. Some of his most famous plays were Romeo and Juliet,
Hamlet, and Macbeth. He wrote 37 plays in all. They are still popular
today.
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@ WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Then the plague came again. Many people died. The theaters
closed for two years. Shakespeare could not write plays, so he wrote
poems. When the theaters opened, Shakespeare wrote plays again.
Shakespeare had a theater group. It was the most successful group
of that time. Shakespeare earned almost no money from his writing.
But he made a lot of money from acting. With this money he bought
a large house in Stratford-upon-Avon for his family. He was friendly
with the richest people in town. He was a gentleman—a man of high
class who didn’t have to work.

At age 49, Shakespeare retired and went to live in Stratford-upon-
Avon. He died at 52. He left his money to his family. He left his genius

to the world.
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Louis Xiv

Louis became King of France

at the age of five when @{f/ﬂ&m
his father died. In the beginning,

he was too young to rule, so his
mother helped him. Then at age
17, Louis ruled the country alone.
He was king for 72 years. France

became a powerful country with

Louis as king. But Louis lived a life

of Juxury, which made people angry.
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@ LOUIS XIV

Louis built a huge palace at Versailles, near Paris. It took 40
years to finish it. At one time, 36,000 people worked on building
the palace. The palace cost so much money that Louis did not let
people talk about it. The gardens of the palace had 1,400 fountains.
The fountains used a lot of water so they worked for only three hours
at a time.

The fountains used water, but Louis did not! He hated to wash.
He took only three baths in his life. He washed only one part of his
body—the tip of the nose. Everyone in the palace had to do what
the king did, so people washed only their noses!

Louis XIV had other unusual rules. He liked to keep the windows
open at the palace. He wanted dozens of people around him when
he got dressed. Also, only the king and queen could sit on chairs

with arms. Everybody else had to sit on chairs with no arms.

EERHANN/RE, BRREIEHENES, HREOE+RFES T
T, HEBL—XRMBABN=D"TZA. REBEWLEAKX, BEHIE,
METBSATESHNILLTE. 2E0HEB1400EFER. BT HRMAE
AREHIK, EIl, MEBR—RREEETG3 Yo

FERWLEAEARNXK, MBSNEKL | BRELE, th—FEFREIS
R, FHEERIESBRN—NEo—2FRMB. 2SEMBEHNANE
NMBRUE, tHREEEIIEVE S,

B2 TOEER-—EAIENAE. thENESENE- -8
&, hEFRNBH-ABEME, MERIBHIEETEBLBETHES,
HiB ARBERBIRTFHIE T

palace n. Tk fountain n. "%%



ANECDOTE OF CELEBRITIES [

Louis had problems sleeping. People say that he had 413 beds.
He went from one bed to another until he fell asleep. But he had a
good appetite. A normal dinner for Louis was four bowls of soup, two
whole chickens, ham, lamb, a salad, cakes, fruit, and hard-boiled
eggs. He also drank a lot of champagne because his doctor told
him to. He lived to be 77 years old. When he died, doctors said his
stomach was two times the size of a normal stomach.

Louis XIV was not always popular, but he was an important king
in the history of France. He was so important that he was called “the

Sun King.”
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@ FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE

Florence
Nightingale

lorence Nightingale was English,
Fbut she was born in Italy. Her
parents named her Florence, after the
city. Her family was rich, so Florence
grew up with everything she wanted.
When she became a young woman, her

parents wanted her to get married. But

Florence did not want to get married.
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