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@ NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE GREAT PLAINS

Native Americans of
the Great Plains

The Great Plains
he Great Plains of the United States stretch from the Rocky
TMountains in the west beyond the Missouri River in the
east. The Great Plains extend north into Canada and south nearly to
Mexico.
Long ago the Great Plains were characterized by gently rolling hills

covered with tall grasses. With few trees to block them, strong winds
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€ NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE GREAT PLAINS

whipped across the Great Plains, blowing hot in the summer and
bitterly cold in the winter. It was dry, with rainfall averaging 20 inches
(51 cm) a year.

A little over two hundred years ago, in the early 1800s, there were
only 150,000 people living in the Great Plains. Most were Native
Americans, but there were also European settlers.

People shared the Great Plains with more than sixty million bison,
or buffalo. Bison were the mainstay of many Plains tribes’ diets, which
meant that as the animals migrated, or moved with the seasons,
many of the tribes moved with them. As you read about the people
who lived on the Great Plains, you’ll see how they depended on the

bison for more than food.
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PRIMITIVE LIFE

Tribes of the Plains

There are more than thirty tribes that make up the Plains Native

Americans. The tribes of the Great Plains all have different languages and

customs, but they also have much in common based on geography.

Home on the Plains

Lots of people think of feepees as typical homes for Native
Americans of the past, and many Plains tribes actually did live
in teepees. These amazing mobile homes were ideal for nomadic
hunters on the Plains because they were designed to be strong
enough to withstand heavy winds, provide heat in the winter, and let

air flow through in the hot summer months.
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KPR EHZFSA%, ZEIFHERT KRR EGEMNRIER. FRIFE
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teepee n. B4EHKE nomadic adj. #4X8
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@ NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE GREAT PLAINS

Wood poles gave the teepee its cone shape, and some of the
poles were 25 feet (7.6 m) tall. Bison hides were stifched together to
make the walls. The poles and hides that made the teepee could be
quickly taken down and then transported to a new location. Once
a tribe decided where to settle, two to three people could set up a
teepee in less than two hours.

A large family could comfortably live in a teepee, which had a
living area about 15 feet (4.57 m) in diameter, with enough room to
cook during the day and sleep at night. The door, or opening, often
faced east because there was less wind coming from the east. When

cooking or heating the inside, a smoke flap near the top could be

AT RLINKERE S BHFLOEN, —LAMNEEXR25RR
(7.65K) Bo BFNELRWMESE I —RMAKENZR. AREEIK
ZHAMAE 2 J UHUERIBER RRABIZEI S — M5, —BESEtRE
STEBOIZAT, M= ABIENRFA T8 EARIEKE.
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hide n. &; £X& stitch ». %
comfortably adv. 47iE diameter n. #i%2
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PRIMITIVE LIFE

opened to let smoke escape, or closed to keep heat in the teepee
during the long, cold winter months.

Not all Plains tribes lived in teepees. Village tribes—such as the
Pawnee, Omaha, and Mandan—built more permanent shelters. These
shelters were built long and low to the ground so that they could
better withstand the strong winds that whipped across the prairie.
Wood, bison skins, grass, and mud were combined to make homes
and lodges. Large families lived and cooked in the lodge, and there

was even enough room inside for a horse and the family’s dogs.

TREVEHE, FEEIMESEVORAMUSE, UEBIE; ZAKEHEE,
T ORXYUXE, UEEEKERNZZRIFIKENNRE.

HARHBNATFRESSHEERMLIKER . FWBEHE—UKE
Ik, BRLEHK, TESAFE—ES 3 EREUIKELZR Z0XANLET-
HLEEMRISERIKMEEBIERE, SHFroNEEREGfEEE X
BREVEN. A1 BFR. B, THBHRASE 3 —R=E2ISMIIN695
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@ NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE GREAT PLAINS

Making the Most of a Bison
Hide Hair
Clothes quivers dolls Headdresses
cradles bedding shields medicine ornaments medicine
bags rattles ropes saddles pillows rope balls
Tail Horns
Brush whip cups
powder
Bones horn
Hoof Meat
tools spoons
glue f ood EEEE ladlles
rattles Jerky
sled runners toys
ornaments
T F REF
FHK F4E
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quiver n. #E ornament n. E4#
jerky n. FRHF ladle n. K454
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PRIMITIVE LIFE

Where Buffalo Once Roamed

Bison provided meat, shelter, and tools for many tribes in the
Plains. Tribes found uses for all parts of the bison. Almost every part
was eaten, including the organs. Bison skin was made into clothing,
blankets, shoes, shields, and teepees. Their horns were made into
spoons or scoops, or used as ornaments. Bison bones were used to
make all kinds of tools, weapons, and everyday objects, including
runners on children’s sleds.

In the fall, bison gathered in huge herds— often of more than

one million. Fall was the best time for hunting, and village tribes had
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@ NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE GREAT PLAINS

their annual hunts at that time. Nomadic fribes would gather in larger
groups, setting up camps and celebrating the bounty of the bison
hunt.

Hunters rode out from camp on their horses until they found the
bison herd. They would ride toward the herd until the bison started
running. Then the hunters would ride right alongside the animals,
spearing them or shooting them with either bows and arrows or
guns. Bows were made of wood, with bowsfrings made of bison
tendons.

The hunters were able to shoot the bison with amazing accuracy

while their horses were galloping full-speed through the herd.

5o BB BNBEAEHE, RIS, KRGBMEFFATIRE
BISEFIGR.

BFRESGMNEHREZ MRS 8. il —aREHHEF
BITEEHHITIeEE. REBEFRITEEDZL, BFREEN), =N
BEASHEZRE8E. SEARKGINY, MSZEBEFREIM
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SIPTENDEBFFPRIR VIeIeTR, BT B LURASVERE
FPEF. BRN—AFASEEDRFFHENEE, UBEFFESEMT.

tribe n. % bounty n. #4; £%
n.

bowstring 3 7% gallop v. (%) k%
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PRIMITIVE LIFE

Sometimes a large group of people riding horses would chase the
bison off a cliff, so that the bison fell to their deaths.

When winter came, the bison would break up into smaller herds,
and nomadic tribes broke up into smaller groups, too. Nomadic
tribes followed the bison migration throughout the year while many
tribes living in farming villages stayed in one place for the entire year.
During the winter months, they lived off the big bison hunt and the
crops they harvested.

Horses, Weapons, and Wars

Before Europeans brought horses to the United States in the

1500s, nomadic tribes moved and hunted on foot. Spanish explorers

XFRROVBHR, BASBERGVEE, BRESSH DM 8T 5HES
Be—FOTREEFFTHENED, MBEERHNZOESEHNRES
TS5, ARF, 1B RENBFANBINERLEE.

DI, K &F

ERIMAT 16 LR D HREIEE 2, BRESE BB HITHRTHE
AT, BIFNRLBERDSIAIEXEHMEE, MEXLDFIBE

migration n. 4 explorer n. E&#
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introduced horses in the southwest United States, and the horses
quickly ran wild throughout the Plains.

Through trade (and stealing), more tribes began acquiring horses.
By the 1700s, horses were fully a part of the Plains Native American
lifestyle, and everything changed when people had the speed and
power of these four-legged beasts. Members of the Plains tribes
became excellent horsemen, and they rode horses into bison hunts
and into wars.

Some of the Plains tribes had reputations as warring tribes. Most
of the battles were small, often fought to steal horses from another
tribe or to avenge a death. War was seen as a way to restore honor.

As the U.S. Army and other Americans moved west, they posed a

EBEPIRFR L

BERS (EBME) , WREDHEERSIDME. B 318t
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