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Preface

The amount and importance of new and consolidating road transport
law made since the last revision of Kitchin two years ago has been
quite phenomenal and has resulted in an extra 39 pages being added
to this latest edition.

Major changes affecting goods vehicle operators follow the intro-
duction of many of the recommendations of the Armitage inquiry into
lorries. The chapter on weight limits has been completely revised to
take account not only of the new rules allowing five-axled articulated
vehicles to be used at gross weights between 32-5 and 38 tonnes but
also of the changes governing the weight classification of articulated
vehicles below 32-5 tonnes and modifications to the weight limits on
axles, bogies, tractor units and trailers. New requirements on vehicle
sideguards, rear under-run bars and maximum height are also ex-
plained in detail. Other Construction and Use changes include new
rules on trailer ground clearance, bridging plates, tyre maintenance
and tighter controls on vehicles using gas for propulsion or equipment.

The changes to vehicle excise law which established plated gross
weight instead of unladen weight as the criteria for calculating duty
on goods vehicles are incorporated. Tables listing the numerous dif-
ferent general rates are given together with explanations of the con-
cessionary rates and provisions.

Also included is the Public Passenger Vehicles Act, which consoli-
dates all aspects of psv licensing law, and new legislation governing
the penalty points system; the compulsory use of seat belts; the
carriage of children in the front of vehicles; the use of wheel clamps in
London; and the carriage of dangerous substances in road tankers.
The regulations dealing with annual tests on light vehicles have been
consolidated and, with some amendments, extended to cover the test-
ing of public service vehicles. Also consolidated are the regulations on
goods vehicle plating and testing which, with minor changes, take
account of the type approval of goods vehicles. Many new High Court
decisions are also noted.

Environmental controls on the use of goods vehicles operating
centres though contained in the Transport Act 1982 have not yet been
brought into operation. They are, however, given in full in the chapter
on operators’ licensing.

In this edition the law is stated as at 13 October 1983.

1 November 1983 J.D.



System of reference

The purpose of this book is to enable the layman easily to understand
the various Acts and Regulations affecting the construction, equip-
ment and operation of vehicles. The legislation is presented in sum-
marised form, and if it is desired to consult a particular Act, Regulation
or Order the special system of reference used gives the official titles
and thus facilitates further elucidation. The extent to which the
material is compressed necessarily means that some of the more de-
tailed points of the law are omitted.

Each point of law is identified by reference to the appropriate Act,
Order or Regulation. For example 1017/78/13(1) means paragraph 1,
Regulation 13 of Statutory Instrument No. 1017 of 1978, the full title
of which will be found at the head of the section. In succeeding
references to the same Orders or Regulations in the same or following
sentences, the references are often abbreviated to, for example [13
(D).

Since the beginning of 1948 the general title Statutory Rules and
Orders has been replaced by Statutory Instruments. References in
this book to Regulations issued before 1948 therefore denote S.R. and
O. and not S.I. numbers.

Copies of the Acts, Orders and Regulations mentioned in the book
may be ordered through any bookseller or obtained direct from HM
Stationery Office.

Vi
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1 Definitions and general notes

Road Traffic Act 1972
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations, No. 1017/78

Section 190 of the Road Traffic Act 1972 places motor vehicles into
various basic classes according to their description and unladen
weight.

A motor car is a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being a motor
cycle or invalid carriage, which is constructed itself to carry a load or
passengers and the unladen weight of which (a) if constructed solely
for the carriage of not more than seven passengers and their effects
does not exceed 3050kg; (b) if constructed or adapted for the convey-
ance of goods or burden does not exceed 3050kg; or (¢) in any other
case does not exceed 2540kg.

A heavy motor car is a mechanically propelled vehicle, not being a
motor car, which is constructed itself to carry a load or passengers and
the unladen weight of which exceeds 2540 kg.

A motor tractor is a mechanically propelled vehicle which is not
constructed itself to carry a load, other than water, fuel, accumulators
and other equipment used for the purpose of propulsion, loose tools
and loose equipment, and the unladen weight of which does not exceed
7370kg.

A locomotive is a mechanically propelled vehicle, described in the
same way as a motor tractor, and the unladen weight of which exceeds
7370kg.

If a motor vehicle is constructed so that a trailer can be partially
superimposed on it whereby a substantial part of the weight of the
trailer is borne by the vehicle then that vehicle is deemed to be
constructed itself to carry a load [190(9)].

For the above purposes a crane, dynamo, welding plant or other
special appliance or apparatus which is a permanent or essentially
permanent fixture on a motor vehicle does not constitute a load or
goods or burden but is deemed to form part of the vehicle [190(10)].

A motor vehicle is a mechanically propelled vehicle intended or
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adapted for use on roads. A trailer is a vehicle drawn by a motor
vehicle [190(1)].

In the High Court Case of Newberry v Simmonds [1961] 2 QB 345,
[1961] 2 All ER 318 it was held that a motor car from which the engine
had been removed was still a mechanically propelled vehicle. A vehicle
licence was required for a van with a defective engine which was being
towed— Cobb v Whorton [1971] RTR 392. But in Smart v Allan [1962]
3 All ER 893 a vehicle was held not to be a mechanically propelled
vehicle since it had no gearbox and the engine was so defective that
there was no likelihood of it being repaired.

In three cases, MacDonald v Carmichael 1941 SC(]) 27, Daley v
Hargreaves [1961] 1 All ER 552 and Chalgray v Aspley (1965) 109 Sol
Jo 394 it was decided that a dump truck, though used on a road,
was not a motor vehicle because it was not ‘intended or adapted for
use on roads’. Similarly in Burns v Currell [1963] 2 QB 433, [1963]
2 All ER 297 a go-kart was held not to be a motor vehicle. On the
other hand, in Childs v Coghlan (1968) 112 Sol Jo 175 a Euclid
earth-scraper was held to be intended for use on roads since it was too
large to be carried and to get from site to site had to be driven on the
road.

A motor vehicle can change from one class to another if a reconstruc-
tion takes place. In Keeble v Miller [1950] 1 KB 601, [1950] T All ER
261, where a heavy motor car was converted into a locomotive, it was
ruled that ‘constructed’ meant constructed at the material time and
not originally constructed. A vehicle chassis on delivery was held not
to be a motor tractor in Millard v Turvey [1968] 2 QB 390, [1968] 2
All ER 7 when it was said that ‘constructed’ meant constructed when
completed.

An articulated vehicle (other than an articulated bus) is a motor car
or heavy motor car with a trailer superimposed on it so that when the
trailer is uniformly loaded not less than 20% of the weight of its load
is borne by the drawing vehicle [1017/78/3(1)]. When coupled-up an
artic is treated as a motor vehicle and trailer [Act 1972/191]. An
articulated bus is a passenger vehicle constructed that it can be divided
into two parts, both being vehicles and one of which is a motor vehicle,
but cannot be so divided without facilities normally found in a work-
shop, and passengers carried by the vehicle can at all times pass from
one part to the other [1017/78/3(1)].

A composite trailer is a combination of a converter dolly and a
semi-trailer [1017/78/3(1)]. A converter dolly is a trailer with two or
more wheels designed to enable a semi-trailer to move without any
part of its weight being superimposed on the drawing vehicle and
which is not itself part of the semi-trailer or drawing vehicle [3(1)]. A
semi-trailer is a trailer which is constructed to form part of an articu-
lated vehicle [3(1)]. A composite trailer is to be treated as a single
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trailer for the purposes of Regulations 73 (overall length); 86(1), (2)
(old weight limits); 87 (train weight limits); 89(3) (newer weight lim-
its); 137 (restriction on number of trailers); and 101 (brake mainten-
ance) of the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1978
[3(6A)].

A dual-purpose vehicle is a vehicle not over 2040 kg unladen weight
which is constructed or adapted to carry both passengers and goods
and is either (a) so constructed that all its wheels can be power-driven
or (b) constructed with a permanent roof, and behind the driver’s
seat has a row of transverse seats with backrests for two or more,
in prescribed positions, and windows of minimum sizes [1017/78/
3(1)).

A goods vehicle is a motor vehicle or trailer constructed or adapted
for the carriage of goods. The carriage of goods includes the haulage
of goods [Act 1972/196].

For particular purposes different definitions are given and these
will be supplied in the relevant chapters. In Plume v Suckling [1977]
RTR 271 a motor coach with most of its seats removed and adapted
to carry domestic equipment and a stock car was, for speed limit
purposes, held not to be a passenger vehicle but to be a goods
vehicle.

The unladen weight of a vehicle is to be taken as its weight, inclusive
of the body and all parts (the heavier being taken where alternative
bodies or parts are used) necessary to or ordinarily used with the
vehicle when working on a road but not including the weight of water,
fuel or accumulators used to supply power for the propulsion of the
vehicle, loose tools and loose equipment [Act 1972/194]. It was held
in Cording v Halse [1955] 1 QB 63, [1954] 3 All ER 287 that a cattle
container carried on a platform truck was not an alternative body and
was excluded from unladen weight. Specified items can be deducted
for taxation purposes only and these will be dealt with in the chapter on
vehicle excise licensing.

The majority of traffic offences can be committed only on a road. A
road is defined as any highway and any other road to which the public
has access, including bridges over which the road passes [Act 1972/
196].

Some traffic laws apply only to the ‘driving’ of a vehicle and they
are generally straightforward. In McQuaid v Anderton [1980] RTR
371 a person steering a vehicle being towed by another vehicle by
means of a tow rope was held to be driving it. This was followed in
Caise v Wright [1981] RTR 49 and in which the House of Lords
refused leave to appeal against the High Court decision. But many
others relate to a person who ‘uses’ or ‘causes’ or ‘permits’ a person to
use it.

The person driving a vehicle ‘uses’ it and an employer ‘uses’ it when
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it is driven on his business by an employee—Green v Burnett [1955]
1 QB 78, [1954] 3 All ER 273. Where a vehicle is driven by a person
other than an employee of the owner the owner is not then using it—
Crawford v Haughton [1972] 1 All ER 534, [1972] 1 WLR 572. A
car-hire firm was not using a car which was hired out— Carmichael
& Sons v Cortle [1971] RTR 11—and a truck operator was not using
a vehicle driven by an agency driver on his business— Howardv G. T.
FJones & Co Lid [1975] RTR 150—nor when he hired a vehicle with
a driver— Balfour Beatty & Co Lid v Grindley [1975] RTR 156.
In Mickleburgh v BRS (Contracts) Ltd [1977] RTR 389 the owners
of a vehicle hired out with a driver for three years were held to be
using it when overladen by the hirers who had control of its day-to-
day operations. A ‘sleeping’ partner in a firm which employed
the driver was held to be using the vehicle even though she took
no active part in running the business— Passmore v Gibbons [1979]
RTR 53.

In Elliotr v Grey [1960] T QB 367, [1959] 3 All ER 733 it was ruled
that a broken-down vehicle parked in the street was being ‘used’ and
required insurance. But this case was not followed in Hewer v Cutler
[1974] RTR 155 which involved an immobilised car parked without
a test certificate. The court based its decision on the mischief aimed at
by the test certificate requirement.

A passenger in a vehicle, who has no control over the driver, does
not himself use it without insurance, or aid and abet uninsured use,
merely by letting himself be driven even when he knows that the
vehicle is uninsured— B (a minor) v Knight [1981] RTR 136.

A person ‘causes’ a vehicle to be used if through some express or
implied instruction, or through some position of authority, he causes
another person to use it— Houston v Buchanan [1940] 2 All ER 179.
To cause the use of an overloaded lorry a person must have knowledge
of the facts constituting the offence— Ross Hillman Ltd v Bond [1974]
QB 435, [1974] 2 All ER 287.

To ‘permit’ use a person must have knowledge of what is alleged to
have been permitted or must have been closing his eyes to the obvious
not caring whether it happened or not— James & Son v Smee [1955]
1 QB 78, [1954] 3 All ER 273. Also, in Grays Haulage Co Ltd v Arnold
[1966] 1 All ER 896, [1966] T WLR 534 it was held that the mere fact
that an employer does not take steps to prevent an employee commit-
ting an offence does not mean that he has ‘permitted’ it. This was
followed in Knowles Transport Lid v Russell [1975] RTR 87 when it
was held that knowledge of irregularities after they had occurred did
not impute the knowledge required for permitting. Proof of knowledge
by a responsible officer of a company of a vehicle’s deficiency is
required for permitting use of a vehicle with an insecure load—P.
Lowery & Sons Ltd v Wark [1975] RTR 45.
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If a person can be charged with causing or permitting an offence he
should not be charged with aiding and abetting it— Carmichael &
Sons v Cottle and followed in Crawford v Haughton [1972] 1 All ER
534, [1972] 1 WLR 572.
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Road Traffic Act 1972, as amended by Road Traffic Act 1974

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations, No. 1017/78

as amended by:

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, No.

1233/78

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 1234/78

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 1235/78

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 1263/78

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 1317/78

. 2) Regula-
. 3) Regula-
. 4) Regula-

. 5) Regula-

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, No.

138/79

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regula-

tions, No. 843/79

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 3) Regula-

tions, No. 1062/79

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, No.

140/80

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 139/80

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 287/80

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 610/80

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 880/80

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No

tions, No. 1166/80

. 2) Regula-
. 3) Regula-
. 4) Regula-
. 5) Regula-

. 6) Regula-

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 7) Regula-

tions, No. 1789/80

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, No.

261/81

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regula-

tions, No. 697/81
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Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regula-
tions, No. 1189/81
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. §) Regula-
tions, No. 1580/81
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 6) Regula-
tions, No. 1663/81
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 7) Regula-
tions, No. 1688/81
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, No.
1057/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regula-
tions, No. 1132/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 3) Regula-
tions, No. 1223/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regula-
tions, No. 1272/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 5) Regula-
tions, No. 1422/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 6) Regula-
tions, No. 1480/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 7) Regula-
tions, No. 1576/82
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) Regulations, No.
112/83
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regula-
tions, No. 471/83
Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) (Amendment) (No. 3) Regula-
tions, No. 932/83
Transit of Animals (Amendment) Order, No. 750/31
Transit of Horses Order, No. 335/51
Transit of Calves Order, No. 1228/63
Agriculture (Tractor Cabs) Regulations, No. 1072/67
Transit of Animals (Road and Rail) Order, No. 1024/75

Brakes—new vehicles

Motor vehicles (passenger or goods) and trailers made on or after 1
October 1982 and first used on or after 1 April 1983 must comply with
the construction, fitting and performance requirements of EEC rules
found in EEC Council Directive 71/320/EEC as amended by Com-
mission Directive 75/524/EEC and Commission Directive 79/489/
EEC [1017/78/14A]. The requirements cover over 40 pages in small
type, contain many specialised terms and technical specifications and,
it is felt, are best left to the vehicle manufacturer to comply with at the
construction stage of the vehicle.

The EEC rules do not apply to an agricultural trailer; a locomotive
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or motor tractor; a land tractor which is not a motor tractor; a vehicle
incapable of exceeding 25kph on the level under its own power; a
works truck or trailer; a public works vehicle; or a trailer designed,
made or adapted to be drawn exclusively by one of the above motor
vehicles [14A(2)]. A public works vehicle for this purpose is a motor
vehicle specially designed for use by a statutory undertaking; highway,
local or water authority; Post Office; British Telecommunications; any
police force; for works which that body has a duty or power to carry
out, but excluding the carriage of persons other than crew and goods
other than those needed for the vehicle’s work [3].

A motor vehicle or trailer made or first used before the above dates
can comply with the EEC rules instead of the requirements given in
the following sections [14A (1) proviso].

Brakes—motor vehicles first used before 1 April 1983

For heavy motor cars and motor cars in general, different standards of
braking are laid down for vehicles first used on or before 1 January
1968 from those first used after that date [1017/78/59, 64 and 4th
Sch.]. In both cases, the vehicle must be equipped with an efficient
braking system with two means of operation or with two efficient
braking systems each with its own means of operation. But one braking
system with one means of operation is sufficient if it is a split braking
system. In the event of the failure of any part, other than a fixed
member or a brake shoe anchor pin, there must still be braking capable
of being applied to not less than half the number of the vehicle’s
wheels sufficient ‘under the most adverse conditions’ to bring the
vehicle to rest within a reasonable distance [1017/78/59(1 to 3), 64(1
to 3)].

Special provisions apply to heavy motor cars first used before 15
August 1928, to steam wagons and to motor cars first used before 1
January 1915, as well as to works trucks equipped with one braking
system with only one means of operation [1017/78/59, 64].

Dealing first with pre-1968 heavy motor cars (other than works
trucks and pedestrian-controlled vehicles) and motor cars (other than
those not exceeding 1525 kg unladen, dual-purpose vehicles, works
trucks and pedestrian-controlled vehicles), and which are goods ve-
hicles, rigid four-wheelers must have a main brake (footbrake) effi-
ciency of at least 45% and a secondary brake efficiency of at least 20%.
On such vehicles with more than four wheels or which form part of an
articulated vehicle the footbrake efficiency must be at least 40% and
that of the secondary brake 15% [59(6)(7) and 64(6)(7)]. The second-
ary brake is usually the hand-brake but any other method of applica-
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tion, including a dual-line split footbrake, which gives the required
efficiency in the event of failure of one-half of it, is permissible.

All heavy motor cars and motor cars (other than works trucks and
pedestrian-controlled vehicles) first used on or after 1 January 1968,
whether goods or passenger vehicles, must have a main brake effi-
ciency of at least 50% and a secondary brake efficiency of 25% [59(5)
and 64(5)].

Once a Department of Transport plating certificate has been issued
for a motor vehicle, the efficiencies it has to attain have to be achieved
by the vehicle when operating at its design gross weight. If no design
weight is shown on the plate, the legally permitted gross weight figure
is to be used instead [1017/78/152]. The design gross weight in some
cases is higher than the legal limit and, although the vehicle cannot be
operated at the higher design weight, the brakes have to match it.
Where a plating certificate has been issued for a type-approved vehicle
or a vehicle made on or after 1 October 1982 and first used on or after
1 April 1983 and which has to meet EEC braking standards, the
required braking efficiencies must be capable of being produced at the
vehicle’s design gross or train weight, as appropriate, or if such weight
is not specified on the plating certificate, the vehicle’s maximum legal
gross or train weight [153].

Parking brakes for pre-1968 vehicles must be capable of being set
to prevent at least two wheels—or one wheel on three-wheelers—from
revolving. On motor vehicles first used on or after 1 January 1968
direct mechanically actuated brakes must hold a vehicle on a gradient
of 1 in 6-25 without the assistance of stored energy—e.g. vacuum
or compressed air—and must be independent of the main braking
system. Spring-brake chambers are perfectly acceptable [1017/78/
13].

Specific braking efficiency figures are not applied to locomotives or
motor tractors. Locomotives first used before 1 June 1955 must have
brakes which act upon all but the steering wheels, and which can bring
the vehicle to rest within a reasonable distance [50]. Other locomotives
(except land locomotives) and all motor tractors (except land tractors
first used from 9 February 1980 and industrial tractors) must be
equipped with one or more braking systems with two means of
application. In the event of failure, brakes must still be capable of
being applied to at least half the number of wheels sufficient, under
the most adverse conditions, to bring the vehicle to rest within a
reasonable distance [51 and §5]. Land locomotives first used after 1
June 1955, land tractors first used from 1 February 1980, and indus-
trial tractors must be equipped with an efficient braking system so
made that in the event of a failure of any part there is still available to
the driver a brake which, under the most adverse conditions, will stop
the vehicle within a reasonable distance [§1(2A) and 55(1A)]. The
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application of one means must not affect or operate the pedal or hand
lever of the other means of operation [51(3) and 55(2)].

On locomotives first used from 1 June 1955, no braking system is
allowed which is rendered ineffective by the non-rotation of the engine
[51(4)]. The same rule applies to other vehicles first used on or after
1 April 1938 —motor tractors [55(3)], heavy motor cars [59(11)] and
motor cars [64(11)].

If a vehicle first used on or after 1 October 1937 is equipped with a
braking system which embodies a vacuum or pressure reservoir, there
must also be a warning device so placed as to be readily visible to the
driver from the driving seat in order to indicate any impending failure
or deficiency in the vacuum or pressure system. This does not apply
to vehicles not exceeding 3050kg unladen with a vacuum system
dependent on engine induction provided that, despite a failure of the
vacuum, the brakes are sufficient to bring the vehicle to rest within a
reasonable distance [14].

Braking efficiency is defined as the maximum braking force capable
of being developed by the application of the brakes, expressed as a
percentage of the weight of the vehicle including any persons (exclud-
ing fare-paying or other travelling passengers) or load carried in the
vehicle [3].

Brakes—trailers first used before 1 April 1983

Every trailer made before 1 January 1968, with a maximum gross
weight of more than 750kg, (or agricultural trailer over 750kg irres-
pective of when it was made) must be equipped with brakes which can
be applied, while being drawn, to at least two wheels if it has not more
than four wheels, or to at least four wheels if it has more than four
wheels and, in any case if made after 1 April 1938, to at least half its
wheels. Except for trailers with overrun brakes, these brakes must be
capable of being applied by the driver of the drawing vehicle or by a
person on the trailer. On semi-trailers permanently attached to trac-
tive units, it must be possible to set brakes to prevent at least two
wheels from revolving when not being drawn. Parking brakes on other
trailers must be provided to prevent at least two wheels from turning
[ro17/78/75(1)].

Except for those with overrun brakes, trailers over 750 kg maximum
design gross weight built after 1 January 1968, must have brakes
capable of being applied to all wheels by the driver of the drawing
vehicle when he applies the system giving maximum efficiency—al-
most invariably, the footbrake. In the event of the failure of any part,
other than a fixed member or a brake shoe anchor pin, of the braking
system of either the drawing vehicle (excluding the means of operating
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a split braking system) or the trailer, brakes must still be capable of
being applied to at least two wheels of the trailer (or one wheel of a
two-wheeler) by the driver of the drawing vehicle when he uses one of
the braking systems which the law requires it to have. For parking,
every trailer must have brakes which can be applied to at least two
wheels by a person standing on the ground. These parking brakes
must be able to hold the trailer on a gradient of 1 in 6:25 by direct
mechanical action without the assistance of stored energy [75(2)].
The foregoing requirements on trailer brakes do not apply to: (a)
any land implement or land implement conveyor drawn by a motor
vehicle; (b) street cleansing trailers carrying no load other than neces-
sary gear or equipment; (c) any broken-down vehicle drawn by a
motor vehicle in consequence of the breakdown; (d) any agricultural
trailer made before 1 July 1947, when drawn by a motor tractor or a
land tractor if its unladen weight is not over 4070kg, it is the only
trailer drawn and if it travels at not more than 10 mph; (e) a trailer to
which the EEC rules apply; (f) before 1 October 1986, to any gritting
trailer, and from that date to any gritting trailer not over 2000 kg
maximum gross weight; (g) before 1 October 1986, to any trailer not
over 102 kg unladen weight made before 1 October 1982 [75(4)].
Trailers built on or after 1 April 1938 must have brakes that are not
rendered ineffective by the non-rotation of the engine of the drawing

vehicle [75(5)].

Compensator

Every motor vehicle or trailer with more than four wheels and every
semi-trailer with more than two wheels must be provided with a
compensating arrangement to ensure that all the wheels remain in
contact with the road surface and will not be subject to abnormal
variations of load. But, in the case of a motor vehicle, a steerable wheel
on which the load does not exceed 3560kg is excluded [1017/78/11].

Door latches and hinges

Passenger and dual-purpose vehicles first used on or after 1 July 1972
must be marked with an approval mark indicating that the vehicle’s
door latches and hinges meet specified burst-proof requirements. This
does not apply to vehicles adapted to carry more than seven passen-
gers, first used before 3 June 1977, to a vehicle adapted to carry more
than eight passengers first used on or after 3 June 1977, a vehicle
which is dual-purpose only by reason of its four wheel drive, a
home-made vehicle, a vehicle which does not have doors or has only



