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Unit I TEACHING AND LEARNING

“See Spot Run”’: Teaching
J My Grandmother to Read

A)

B)

C)

D)

Reading Time: 10 minutes

When I was 14 years old and very impressed with my teenage status, I set for myself
a very special goal — that made me so different from my friends that I don’t believe
I told a single one. As a teenager, I was expected to have deep, dark secrets, but I

was not supposed to keep them from my friends.

My secret was a project that I undertook every day after school for several months.
It began when I stealthily (F5H H.) made my way into the local elementary school —
horror of horrors should I be seen; I was now in junior high. I identified myself as a
graduate of the elementary school, and being taken under way by a favorite fifth
grade teacher, I was given a small bundle from a locked storeroom — a bundle that
I quickly dropped into a bag, lest anyone see me walking home with something from
the “little kids” school. I brought the bundle home — proudly now, for within the
confines of my home, I was proud of my project. I walked into the living room, and
one by one, emptied the bag of basic reading books. They were thin books with
colorful covers and large print. The words were monosyllabic and repetitive. I sat

down to the secret task at hand.

“All right”, I said authoritatively to my 70-year-old grandmother, “today we begin
our first reading lesson”. For weeks afterward, my grandmother and I sat patiently
side by side — roles reversed as she, with a bit of difficulty, sounded out every
word, then read them again, piece by piece, until she understood the short
sentences. When she slowly repeated the full sentence, we both would smile and

clap our hands — I felt so proud, so grown up.

My grandmother was born in Kalamata, Greece, in a rocky little farming village

where nothing much grew. She never had the time to go to school. As the oldest



21 AP FRIBE KRR 3

child she was expected to take care of her brother and sister, as well as the house,
and her father scratched out what little he could from the soil. So, for my
grandmother, schooling was out. But she had big plans for herself. She had heard
about America. About how rich you could be. How people on the streets would offer
you a dollar just to smell the flower you were carrying. About how everyone lived in
nice houses — not stone huts on the sides of mountains — and had nice clothes and

time for school.

E) So my grandmother made a decision at 14 — just a child, I realize now — to take a

F)

long and sickening 30-day sea voyage alone to the United States. After lying about
her age to the passport officials, who would shake their heads firmly at anyone
under 16 leaving her family, and after giving her favorite gold earrings to her
cousin, saying “In America., I will have all the gold I want”, my young grandmother

put herself on a ship. She landed in New York in 1916.

No need to repeat the story of how it went for years. The streets were not made of
gold. People weren’t interested in smelling flowers held by strangers. My
grandmother was a foreigner. Alone. A young girl who worked hard doing
piecework to earn enough money for meals. No leisure time, no new gold
earrings — and no school. She learned only enough English to help her in her daily
business as she traveled about Brooklyn. Socially, the *“foreigners” stayed in
neighborhoods where they didn’t feel like foreigners. English came slowly. My
grandmother had never learned to read. She could make out a menu, but not a
newspaper. She could read a street sign, but not a shop directory. She could read
only what she needed to read as, through the years, she married, had five

daughters, and helped my grandfather with his restaurant.

G) So when I was 14 — the same age that my grandmother was when she left her

family, her country, and everything she knew — I took it upon myself to teach my
grandmother something, something I already knew how to do. Something with
which I could give back to her some of the things she had taught me. And it was
slight repayment for all she taught me. How to cover the fig tree (JCAERA) in tar

paper so it could survive the winter. How to cultivate rose bushes and magnolia trees
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that thrived on her little piece of property. How to make baklava (Z ¥ 5~ T2
k)., and other Greek delights, working from her memory (“Now we add some
milk?”, “How much?”. “Until we have enough.”). Best of all, she had taught me

ethnic heritage.

H) First, we phonetically sounded out the alphabet. Then, we talked about vowels —

English is such a difficult language to learn. I hadn’t even begun to explain the
different sounds “gh” could make. We were still at the basics. Every afternoon, we
would sit in the living room, my grandmother with an blanket covering her knees,
giving up her crocheting (44%+41#)) for her reading lesson. I, with the patience that
can come only from love, slowly coached her from the basic reader to the second-

grade reader, giving up my telephone gossip.

Years later, my grandmother still hadn’t learned quite enough to sit comfortably
with a newspaper or magazine, but it felt awfully good to see her try. How we used
to laugh at her pronunciation mistakes. She laughed more heartily than I. I never
knew whether I should laugh. Here was this old woman slowly and carefully
sounding out each word, moving her lips, not saying anything aloud until she was
absolutely sure, and then, loudly, proudly, happily saying, “Look at spot. See spot

”

run .

When my grandmother died and we faced the sad task of emptying her home, I was
going through her night — table drawer and came upon the basic readers. I turned
the pages slowly, remembering. I put them in a paper bag, and the next day
returned them to the “little kids” school. Maybe someday, some teenager will

request them again, for the same task. It will make for a lifetime of memories.

(1,037 words)

Your reading time:



Exercises

i —

Each of the following ten statements contains information given in one of the

paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You

may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a

letter. Answer the questions by choosing the corresponding letter.

10.

. I had a great sense of achievement when my grandmother could say the full

sentence.

. My grandmother’s life in America was totally different from what she had

expected.

. I taught my grandmother English from the very beginning.

. The textbooks for my 70-year-old grandmother were taken from the local

elementary school.

. My grandmother enjoyed learning English from me although she was a slow

learner.

. My grandmother was born in 1902.

. My grandmother’s childhood was very miserable and she longed for going to

America.

. I experienced something special at the age of 14, making me so different from

others.

. I taught my grandmother to read in order to repay what she had done for me.

Teaching my grandmother to read are really precious memories of my lifetime.
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“ The following box contains a list of important events. Please rearrange them in
the time order according to the information you get from the passage.

A. He taught his grandmother to sound out the alphabet.

B. His grandmother worked hard doing piecework.

C. He taught his grandmother vowels.

D. His grandmother taught him how to make baklava.

E. His grandmother died.

F. His grandmother gave her earrings to her cousin and left her family.

G. He sent the basic readers back to the school.

H. His teacher gave him a small “bundle” from a locked storeroom.

I. His grandmother got married and had five daughters.
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Learning Cultural Differences in
) Nonverbal Communications

Reading Time: 10 minutes

A) If humans find verbal communications difficult, nonverbal forms of communication
are even more difficult. Nonverbal communication involves all nonverbal stimuli in
a communication setting which have the potential of conveying a message between
the source/speaker/transmitter and the receiver/listener. That’s a very technical
way of saying that eye contact, gestures, physical contact, dress, proximity. facial
expression, posture, volume, intonation, etc. are all part of nonverbal
communication. Most of what we do in the area of nonverbal communication is

learned behavior and we do it unconsciously.

B) Issues of cultural background, regional variations, gender and personal idiolect (4>
N5 J720) come into play in nonverbal as well as verbal communications. The
truth is that our actions do speak at least as loudly as, if not more loudly than. our
words. Nonverbal communications can affirm, make up or even contradict what is
being verbally transmitted. One of the issues people run into with e-mail is that the
person sending the message knows the intended message is meant to be funny or
sarcastic. Without the nonverbal clues, the person receiving the message may take

the message seriously.

C) The most powerful form of nonverbal communications is gesture. There are too
many differences in gestures to handle them in a meaningful way here. Some
examples of gestures that may not translate include pointing. Pointing with a single
finger is considered rude in many Asian cultures. Better there to indicate direction
by gesturing with a whole hand. Even among those cultures that use a single finger
to point, there is variation. In the US, we use the index finger to point. In
Germany, using the pinky (/N#}45) to point is common. The gesture that

Americans use to indicate everything is okay, is a very offensive gesture in many



