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Born in 1945, Yao Xiaoyao, who was once vice chairman of Handan Literature and Art Union and vice Chairman of Hebei Calligrapher

Association, is now member of China Calligrapher Association, literature and history researcher of advisory office for Hebei Provincial
Government, vice president of Hebei Calligraphy and Painting Institute, honorary president of China Teenager Art Institute, professor of the Training Center of China Calligrapher Association, being
awarded the Prize for Developing Arts in Hebei province, Expert with State Council Special Allowance and Title of China Top 100 Calligraphers
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: e ) Born in 1956, Guo Wenzhi is a professor and vice president of Handan Polytechnic College, He is now a member of Calligrapher Association of
China, member of Presidium of Hebei Calligrapher Association, vice-chairman of Hebei Running Script Committee, vice-president of Handan
Calligrapher Association, chairman of Handan Running Script Committee, Member of Standing Committee, being awarded the title of Expert with Outstanding Contribution in Hebei Province, the top prize

of the naties~ the Award for Star Artists by National Culture Ministry, the Prize for Developing Arts in Hebei province, and the title of Excellent College Teacher in Hebei province
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Born in 1958, Yan Shixun is member of China Calligrapher Association, vice director of Seal Script Committee of Hebei Calligrapher Association,
vice chairman of Handan Calligrapher Association, vice chairman and general secretary of Handan Nangongbei Calligrapher Association, vice
director of Zhaodu Print Studio. His works have been selected for international and national exhibitions and won prizes for many times, and have been collected by stele forests. Collection of Calligraphic
Works by Yan Shixun has been published by China Literature and Art Union Press
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Born in 1963, Li Xitai is a member of China Calligrapher Association, judge for National Exhibition of Nangongbei Calligraphic Works, chairman of
Handan Nangongbei Calligrapher Association, being awarded May Day Culture Prize by China General Trade Union. Art of Li Xitai's Calligraphic
Works and Course of Nangongbei Calligraphy have been published. Many of his works and papers have attended national calligraphic exhibitions and calligraphy theory workshops
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L‘ 1 h - Born in 1964, Li Qi is a member of China Calligrapher Association, and Teenager Committee of China Calligrapher Association, director of China

Traditional Painting Association, director of Hebei Calligrapher Association, vice chairman of Cursive Script Committee in Hebei Calligrapher
Association, vice chairman and general secretary of Handan Calligrapher Association. He has studied in graduate school of China Art Institute and China National Painting Institute
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Calligraphy with Love of Hometown

It has been seventy years since I left my hometown, Handan in 1941. After experiencing changes of world,
now [ am in my eighties, frequently missing my hometown, whose scenery is firmly beared in my memory. My love
for calligraphy was due to family tradition and I practiced it hard when I was young in hometown. Many years later,
that hobby gradually developed into a lifelong career, into which I have devoted myself for many years in Taiwan. 1
deeply believe that Calligraphy art in Taiwan must be rooted in Chinese Culture to gain power of development.

It is love for hometown and calligraphy that makes me get acquainted with a friend, Guo Wenzhi from
Handan, who also loved calligraphy deeply. I got to know him in “Calligraphy Show for Both Sides of the
Straits” held in 1999. He is modest and plain, elegant and refined in manner. In his calligraphy works, the stroke
of penmanship is forcible and vigorous, which impressed me deeply. Though I just got to know him, I felt intimate
to Mr. Guo, as we are not only colleagues in calligraphy, but also countrymen.

In 2010 Wenzhi came to Taiwan for a cultural exchange. We made an appointment to meet in my calligraphy
studio in Taipei. We had a very pleasant talk about the situation of hometown and he told me the rapid changes
and latest development of hometown. Besides, he presented me his works collection Calligraphic Works of Handan
Idioms and Allusions, which made me quite exciting. Handan is called Capital of Idioms and Allusions, with more
than 4000 relevant idioms and allusions, among which there are some famous ones, such as Learning to Ride
Horses and Shoot Arrows in Hu's Garbs, Returning the Jade Intact to Zhao, Bearing Birches to offer a Humble,
Mao Sui Recommending Himself, Learning the Handan Way of Walking, Golden Millet Dream, etc. The idioms
and allusions are not only the essence of Chinese culture, but the unique feature of Handan history and culture,
which is worthy of being publicized. Wenzhi is the first calligrapher who creates his works based on Handan
idioms and allusions. He achieved greatly in publicizing hometown native culture by calligraphically writing
Handan idioms and allusions, because of which I am proud of him as his countryman. When Wenzhi was leaving
Taiwan, | invited many friends from Taiwan Calligraphy Association to hole a farewell party for him. We talked
about calligraphy and friendship between the two sides of the straits, happily and pleasantly. After that, we contact
each other frequently through telephone and letters, becoming close friends.

Recently, Wenzhi has told me that he is editing a set of works collection named Five Styles of Calligraphic



Works of Handan Idioms and Allusions, which is composed of such five volumes as Xing, Zhuan, Li, Zheng and
Cao. He is responsible for Xing style, and other four famous calligraphers from Handan are responsible for the
other four styles. Each style constitutes a volume and five volumes constitute a set. On hearing the news, I felt
quite exciting. As [ have known, Wenzhi has the expertise in Xing style calligraphy. His works of Xing style are
splendid and elegant, powerful and flexible, traditional and innovative. As a native of Handan, Wenzhi publicizes
the culture of hometown through his sophisticated calligraphic skills, which indicates his deep love for hometown.

We can say that Calligraphic Works of Handan Idioms and Allusions pays honor to hometown by Wenzhi
himself, while Five Styles of Calligraphic Works of Handan Idioms and Allusions sings high praise for hometown
by a collective of famous calligraphers from Handan. As a famous historical and cultural city, talents have sprung
up in Handan. The calligraphers creating Five Styles of Calligraphic Works of Handan Idioms and Allusions are
all famous nationwide, who are specialize in different styles of calligraphy with great achievements. From
Calligraphic Works of Handan Idioms and Allusions to Five Styles of Calligraphic Works of Handan Idioms and
Allusions, Wenzhi acts not only as a calligrapher in creating calligraphic works of Handan idioms and allusions,
but also an organizer in publicizing the culture of hometown. He gathers more people in the career of inheriting
and spreading Handan culture of idioms and allusions, which will become more and more famous and splendid
through their joint efforts.

How happy Wenzhi is, for he can live in hometown and create calligraphic works for hometown! Though I
have been away from hometown for over 70 years, yet time cannot eliminate my deep love for hometown. I am just
like a small boat at sea. The blue sea cannot cut down my affection for continent. I always want to do something for
hometown. Wenzhi offered me a chance to reward hometown by inviting me to write a preface for Five Styles of
Calligraphic Works of Handan Idioms and Allusions. Although I am away, yet I can make my possible effort for
hometown, which makes me happy, too.

Drifting away, missing hometown, expressing love for hometown in calligraphic works and taking this as

preface.
Liu Bingnan

Taibei Spring 2012
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Handan — Capital of Idioms and Allusions in China

With a long history and a profound deposition of culture, Handan has abundant resources of the quintessence

of Chinese culture

idioms and allusions, which are as plentiful as the stars in the sky and constitute the
remarkable features in the history and culture of Handan. There are 454 core items, such as Learning to Ride
Horses and Shoot Arrows in Hu's Garbs; Returning the Jade Intact to Zhao; Respecting Justice and Abiding by
Law; Bearing Birches to Offer a Humble; Mao Sui Recommending Himself; Learning the Handan Way of Walking;
Talent Showing Iiself; Golden Millet Dream, etc. Besides, there are more than 4357 derivative terms. Therefore,

Handan is called Capital of Idioms and Allusions in China.
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